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Instructions – Verification Report for Voluntary Project Activity (VPA), Ver 1.0                      Released on 15/05/2026






Instructions for completing report 
VERIFICATION REPORT FOR VOLUNTARY PROJECT ACTIVITY (VPA)


	VPA ID
	Insert ID as GS XXXXX here

	VPA Title
	Insert VPA title here 

	VVB name
	Insert VVB name here


Guidelines:
1. Intended Audience & Purpose
This form helps VVB complete a VPA Verification report (VerR) for Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) certification in a standardised format.
2. Use the below file naming requirement for submission to Gold Standard:
	Submission stage
	Naming format
	Details

	Performance Review
	GSID_VerR_MPX_DDMMYYYY_VER_Y
	DDMMYYYY = Date of releasing the Verification report
X =Monitoring period number
Y = Version number



3. Complete this form in English and use the same format without any modification in font, table, heading or logo
4. Clearly mark any non-applicable sections as "Not Applicable" and explicitly state that the section is left blank intentionally with valid justification. 
5. Submit MR to GS as non-editable PDF file only. An updated VerR shall be submitted in both clean and track-change version.
6. For adding any additional information in the form, add additional appendices in N of the document.

[bookmark: _Toc229655996]KEY VPA INFORMATION
	Gold Standard ID of VPA(s)
	>> Enter the unique Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the VPA(s) during its initial Gold Standard submission.

	GS ID and Title of the POA
	GSXXXX
	Insert here

	GS ID and Title of the applicable real case VPA
	GSXXXX
	Insert here

	Title of the VPA(s) covered by monitoring report
	>> Provide the title of the proposed VPA(s) as in the monitoring report.

	Version number of the VPA DD(s) applicable to this monitoring report
	>> Provide the version number of the VPA(s) DD to which this verification report is applied.

	Version number of the monitoring report
	>> Provide the version number of the monitoring report to which this verification report is applied.

	Completion date of the monitoring report 
	>> Enter the date when the completed monitoring report was submitted to the VVB for final verification.

	Date of VPA(s) design certification
	Insert here in DD/MM/YYYY format

	Date of Last Annual Report
	Insert here in DD/MM/YYYY format

	Monitoring period number 
	mention the ordinal number of monitoring period e.g. 1st, 2nd etc.

	Crediting period number and duration
	☐ 1st ☐ 2nd ☐ 3rd 
>> Select the appropriate option and mention the duration of crediting period in DD/MM/YYYY – DD/MM/YYYY

	Duration of this monitoring period 
	DD/MM/YYYY to DD/MM/YYYY 
(including both start and end dates)

	Coordinating and Managing Entity name
	>> Enter the CME's name exactly as shown in the cover letter submitted to Gold Standard

	VPA Implementer(s)
	>> Enter the VPA Implementer(s)'s name exactly as shown in the cover letter submitted to Gold Standard

	Host Country
	>> Enter the official name of the country where this VPA will be physically located and implemented

	VPA scale and type
	☐ Micro scale ☐ Small Scale ☐ Large Scale
>> Select the scale of the VPA as per GS4GG requirements and in compliance with applied methodology and product requirements

	
	☐ Small-holder activity [If applicable]
☐ Other [Please specify here, if applicable]
>> Select if applicable to the VPA

	Type of VPA 
	☐ Emission reductions activity 
☐ Removals activity
☐ both Emission reductions and removals activity
>> Select the appropriate option based on the VPA type and nature of GHG reductions and/or removals to be achieved by proposed activity

	Activity Requirements applied

	☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Community Services 
☐ Land-Use & Forests
☐ Agriculture
☐ Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands 
☐ Engineered removal
☐ NA (Select this if not covered under above categories)
>> Select the appropriate option based on applied GS4GG activity requirements

	Methodology(ies) and/or standardized baseline applied and version number
	Methodology title
	Version No. 

	
	Ex - Sustainable Management of Mangroves
	Ex - 1.0

	
	Add as necessary
	Insert here

	
	
	

	
	>>Enter the methodology(ies)'s official title and version number in the format specified above.
>> For framework methodology, include both the framework methodology name and module, along with their corresponding version numbers.

	Product Requirements applied
	☐ GHG Emissions Reduction & Sequestration 
☐ Renewable Energy Label 
☐ Core Carbon Principles labelling of Gold Standard Verified Emission Reduction
☐ [Reporting only]
>> Select the applicable GS4GG product requirement

	Post-design certification changes:
	|_|	This request for issuance does not include post- design certification changes
|_|	This request for issuance includes the following post- design certification changes:
|_|	Temporary deviations from the  design certified monitoring plan, applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
|_|	Permanent changes:
|_|	Corrections
|_|	Changes to the start date of the crediting period
|_|	Permanent changes to the  design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
|_|	Changes to the VPA design


	
	Summary statement/ description


	Emission reductions or net removals achieved by the VPA(s) in this monitoring period (tCO2e):
	Insert here

	Estimated annual emission reductions or net removals (tCO2e) (if applicable):
	Before the post design certification change
	After the post-design certification change

	
	Insert here





	VVB information


	Version number of the verification report
	>> Insert version number of latest verification report submitted for GS review.


	Date of completion of the verification report
	>> Enter the date when the completed verification report was submitted to Gold Standard.

	Name of the VVB
	>> Enter the VVB’s name exactly as shown in the monitoring report.

	GS approval expiry date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	Is the VVB approved for the applicable sectoral scope?
	Yes/No

	Name, position of the approver of the verification report
	Insert name and position

	Signature of Approver (Final version only)
	Insert signature

Also note that the Approver should not be involved in verification.

	VVB contract signing date for the scope
	DD/MM/YYYY




FAR Raised for CME

	List of the FARs raised for CME

	FAR 1.
	

	FAR 2.
	

	FAR 3.
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[bookmark: _Ref125613793]

[bookmark: _Toc229655997]PART I – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
>> Provide a summary of the VPA (including the purpose and general description and location), the verification process and its conclusion.
[bookmark: _Ref125613797][bookmark: _Toc229655998]PART II – VERIFICATION TEAM, TECHNICAL REVIEWER AND APPROVER
2.1. Verification team member(s)
Has the same VVB performed validation activity (including design certification renewal, validation) for the given activity in past?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
>> Select the appropriate option.
(Copy/paste rows as necessary)
	No.
	Role
	Type of resource
	Last Name
	First Name
	Affiliation
(e.g. name of central or other office of VVB or outsourced entity)
	Involved in

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Desk/document review
	On-site inspection
	Interviews
	Verification findings
	Verification activity

	>>
	Team leader/Verifier/Expert etc.
	External/internal
	>>
	>>
	>>
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|



Provide the details of the verification team members.

2.2. Technical Reviewer(s) and approver(s) of the verification report
(Copy/paste rows as necessary)
	No.
	Role
	Type of resource
	Last Name
	First Name
	Technical competences (technical expertise and GS expertise – Yes/No)
	Affiliation
(e.g. name of central or other office of VVB or outsourced entity)

	>>
	Technical reviewer/Approval, etc.
	External/internal
	>>
	>>
	>>
	>>



Is VVB required to comply with any government regulations regarding VVBs?|_|  Yes 
|_|  No
|_|  Not Applicable

If yes, brief about the same: 
Please provide a brief whether the VVB and/or the audit team members are required to comply with government regulations like registration of the VVB with national authorities, national accreditation of the VVB etc.
[bookmark: _Ref125613798][bookmark: _Toc229655999]PART III – MEANS OF VERIFICATION
3.1. Desk review/Planning 
>> Fill in the relevant date
	DATE OF PREVIOUS
SITE VISIT

	DEADLINE
FOR NEXT
SITE VISIT
	CURRENT SITE
VISIT DATE
	MODE OF CURRENT SITE
VISIT

	DD/MM/YYYY
	DD/MM/YYYY
	DD/MM/YYYY
	☐  Physical Site visit

	
	
	
	☐  Remote audit



Detail on desk review/Planning and justification on risk assessment:
>> Explain how the desk/document review process was conducted, including summarising the different types of documents reviewed as part of the verification process. List all documents reviewed or referenced during the verification in Appendix 3 below.
3.2. Physical Site visit or Remote audit (if applicable) 

>> Summarize all on-site inspections performed during the verification, including auditors, interviewees’ names in the tables.

	DURATION OF PHYSICAL SITE VISIT: DD/MM/YYYY TO DD/MM/YYYY

	NAME
	ROLE
	LOCATION OF VISIT
	ACTIVITY PERFORMED ON-SITE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



>> If the VVB have not conducted an on-site inspection, describe the alternative means used and justify that they are sufficient for the purpose of verification in accordance with applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.


	DURATION OF REMOTE INSPECTION: DD/MM/YYYY TO DD/MM/YYYY

	NAME
	ROLE
	REMOTE AUDITING MEANS/METHODS
	TOPICS COVERED

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




3.3. List of interviewees
>> Summarise all interviews (i.e. in-person interviews, web/teleconferences, etc.) conducted during the verification in the table.
	No.
	INTERVIEWEE
	DATE
	SUBJECT
	TEAM MEMBER INVOLVED

	
	Name
	Affiliation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	


3.4. Sampling approach
· Where a sampling approach is used for the verification, summarise the sampling approach used during the verification (e.g. random sampling).
· Where a sampling approach is used for the on-site inspection, include a description of how the sample size was determined and field check was carried out.
3.5. Application of materiality
	3.5.1. Consideration of materiality in planning the verification



	No.
	Risk that could lead to material errors, omissions or misstatements
	Assessment of the risk
	Response to the risk in the verification plan and/or sampling plan

	
	
	Risk level
	Justification
	

	>>
	>>
	>>
	>>
	>>



· Describe in the table risks that could lead to material errors, omissions or misstatements, assessment of the risk and response to the risk in the verification plan and/or sampling plan.
· For “Assessment of the risk”, rank the level of each risk with one of the following options and present the justification on the judgement of the risk level considering the elements of the risk such as its likelihood and impacts:
(a)	High;
(b)	Medium; or
(c)	Low.


	3.5.2. 	Consideration of materiality in conducting the verification


>>
· Describe how materiality concept was applied in determining whether detected errors, omissions or misstatements were material or immaterial either individually or in aggregate.
· Describe whether and how the verification plan and/or sampling plan were revised to take into account the need for further audit procedures due to the nature/type of the errors, omissions or misstatements detected.

3.6. Clarification requests (CLs), corrective action requests (CARs) and forward action requests (FARs)
	Area of verification findings
	No. of CLs
	No. of CARs
	No. of FARs

	Compliance with MR form
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of general description of VPA
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of VPA location
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of reference of applied methodology and standardized baselines
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of the VPA implementation and operation with the design certified VPA design document
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Remaining forward action requests from validation and/or previous verifications
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Post-design certification change (if applicable)
	
	
	

	· Temporary deviations from the design certified monitoring plan, applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – Corrections
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – Changes to the start date of the crediting period
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – Permanent changes to the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – Changes to the VPA design
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of description of monitoring system applied by the VPA
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of data and parameters
	
	
	

	· Data and parameters fixed ex ante or at renewal of crediting period
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Data and parameters monitored
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Comparison of monitored parameters with previous monitoring period
	
	
	

	· Implementation of sampling plan
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance with monitoring and addressing of reversals
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of calculation of emission reduction/removal
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Assessment of baseline emission calculation
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Assessment of project emission calculation
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Assessment of leakage emission calculations
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Assessment of calculation of net benefits
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Comparison of actual achieved benefit with estimates in approved VPA-DD
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Remarks on increase in achieved reduction/removal from estimated value in approved VPA-DD
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of safeguards
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of gender equality 
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Sustainable development contribution
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Stakeholder inputs and legal disputes
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of benefit sharing
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of any other co-benefits
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Confirmation of avoidance of double issuance
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance with annual reports
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Others (please specify)
	>>
	>>
	>>

	TOTAL
	>>
	>>
	>>


[bookmark: _Ref125613799][bookmark: _Toc229656000]PART IV – VERIFICATION ASSESSMENT
Complete the tables in this section to verify the compliance with each specific requirement for verification in accordance with applicable verification requirements in the validation and verification standard by describing:

0. （a) Means of verification: describe how the compliance was verified. 
0. （b) Findings: provide a brief description of the findings.
（c) Conclusion: provide a conclusion on the compliance based on the findings.
Extra sections could be added as per the VPA type/uniqueness
Section A. [bookmark: _Ref49860651][bookmark: _Toc229656001]DESCRIPTION OF VPA
[bookmark: _Toc40962734]Compliance with MR form 
	[bookmark: _Toc40962735]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



State whether the VPA DD has been completed using the valid version of the applicable Monitoring Report template, following the instructions in the Template Guide.

[bookmark: _Toc216682245]Compliance of general description of VPA 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Assess and report if summary of the project is in compliance with the details given in VPA-DD including but not confined to:
a) The location of the proposed VPA.
b) The technologies/measures to be deployed and/or implemented by the VPA.
c) The VPA boundary.
d) The baseline scenario.
e) The estimates of annual average and total GHG emission reductions/net removals for the chosen crediting period.
Compliance of VPA location 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



In this section, the auditor shall report the project’s precise geographic identification as assessed during validation or verification, including the host country, relevant region(s)/state(s)/province(s), and cities, towns, or communities, with street name and number where applicable. 
The auditor shall provide their opinion on the consistency with the design documentation
[bookmark: _Toc40962736]Compliance of reference of applied methodology and standardized baselines
	[bookmark: _Toc40962737]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall report if the applied methodology or standardised baseline is in compliance with the revised/ design certified design documentation.
Provide the exact references (titles and version numbers where available) for:
a) Selected methodologies: List the methodologies chosen for the project
b) Other methodological regulatory documents: Include any additional standards, methodologies, tools, and guidelines used in accordance with the selected methodologies
c) Selected standardised baselines (if applicable): List any standardised baselines selected for the project
Section B. [bookmark: _Toc40962738][bookmark: _Ref47706306][bookmark: _Ref49860659][bookmark: _Toc229656002]IMPLEMENTATION OF VPA 
[bookmark: _Toc40962739][bookmark: _Ref418094175]Compliance of implementation and operation of VPA with design certified design document
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess whether the information provided by the Project Developer (PD) on the implementation and actual operation of the project is complete, accurate, and consistent with applicable requirements and supporting evidence.
Specifically, the VVB shall:
· Verify project implementation timeline 
· Confirm the reported dates for key milestones (e.g., construction, commissioning, and start of operation). 
· Cross-check these dates against supporting documentation (e.g., commissioning certificates, contracts, permits, operational records). 
· Assess multi-site project information (if applicable) 
· Verify that the PD has clearly described the implementation status and start date of operation for each site. 
· Confirm consistency between reported site-level information and available evidence. 
· Assess phased implementation (if applicable) 
· Confirm that the CME has clearly described each phase of implementation and the progress achieved in each phase. 
· Verify that phase-wise timelines and status are supported by appropriate documentation. 
· Check consistency with Design Certified VPA-DD or revised VPA-DD in case of a design change 
· Compare the reported implementation details with those described in the Design Certified VPA-DD. 
· Identify any deviations (e.g., changes in technology type, specifications, scale, or configuration). 
· Assess reported changes 
· Verify that any changes from the Design Certified VPA-DD are clearly disclosed and transparently described. 
· Assess whether such changes are permissible under applicable requirements and whether they impact eligibility, baseline, monitoring, or crediting. 
· Evaluate completeness and transparency 
· Confirm that the information provided is sufficiently detailed to understand the implementation and operational status of the project. 
· Identify any gaps, inconsistencies, or ambiguities requiring clarification.

The VVB shall:
· Provide a clear conclusion on whether the implementation and operational information is accurate and compliant with the requirements. 
· Clearly document: 
· Any deviations from the Design Certified VPA-DD 
· Any missing or inconsistent information 
· Any requests for clarification (CLs) or corrective action requests (CARs) raised 
Provide justification for the assessment, referencing the evidence reviewed.
[bookmark: _Toc40962740]Forward Action Requests from previous certification stage
(Copy/paste tables for each FAR left open from the validation or from the previous verification)
	FAR ID:
	>>

	FAR raised at:
	|_|	Validation for design certification
|_|	Validation for design certification renewal
|_|	Previous verification

	VVB that raised the FAR:
	>> 

	
	Validation or verification report version number and date:
	Date:
	Enter a date
	
	
	Version:
	>> 

	Description of the issue:
	>> 

	
	Requirements:
	>> 

	Responses from CME:
	>> 

	
	Evidence provided:
	>> 
	Date:
	Enter a date
	VVB assessment and conclusion:
	>> 

	
	
	Date:
	Enter a date


Post-Design Certification changes
B.1.1. [bookmark: _Ref418094308][bookmark: _Toc40962741]Temporary deviations from the approved Monitoring & Reporting Plan, methodology or standardized baseline
	[bookmark: _Ref418094311][bookmark: _Toc40962742]Approval status
	|_| Already approved by GS secretariat: 
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX) (Add rows as needed)
|_| Not yet approved by GS secretariat

	Changes to be validated
	>>

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



If a developer is temporarily unable to monitor the Design Certified activity in accordance with the monitoring plan in the VPA DD, the applied methodologies, the applied standardized baselines or the other applied GS4GG/regulatory documents, they must describe the nature, extent and duration of the non-conforming period in the monitoring report. Developers must apply conservative assumptions or discount factors to the calculations to the extent required to ensure that SDG Impacts will not be overestimated as a result of the deviation.
Indicate details of any approval granted in line with the Deviations Request Requirements and Procedures.
B.1.2. Corrections
	[bookmark: _Ref418094316][bookmark: _Toc40962743]Approval status
	|_| Already approved by GS secretariat:
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX) (Add rows as needed)
|_| Not yet approved by GS secretariat

	Changes to be validated
	>>

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



· Determine whether there are any corrections to the VPA DD after the design certification or the renewal of the crediting period of the VPA, tick the relevant check box(es) and provide the information on the status and the date of approval by GS, as appropriate;
· For all corrections to be validated in conjunction with this verification, provide a brief summary of the corrections, and determine whether they comply with the relevant requirements in the methodology and standardrequirments and were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the corrections in the validation and verification standard.
B.1.3. Changes to start date of crediting period 
	[bookmark: _Ref418094322][bookmark: _Toc40962744]Approval status
	|_| There were changes after the design certification
	|_| Already approved by GS secretariat:
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
|_| Not yet approved by GS secretariat

|_| There was no change after the design certification

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



· Determine whether there were any changes to the start date of the crediting period after the design certification of the VPA, tick the relevant check box(es), and provide the information on the status and the date of approval by GS and the host Party, as appropriate;
· If the latest change to the start date of the crediting period has not yet been approved by GS, determine whether the change complies with the relevant requirements in the methodology and standard requirements  and were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the changes to the start date of the crediting period in the validation and verification standard.
B.1.4. Permanent changes from the Design Certified monitoring plan, applied methodology or applied standardized baseline
	[bookmark: _Ref418094327][bookmark: _Toc40962745]Approval status
	|_| There were changes after the design certification
|_| Already approved by GS secretariat:
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX) (Add rows as needed)
|_| Not yet approved by GS secretariat
|_| There was no change after the design certification

	Changes to be validated
	>>

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Indicate any material and permanent changes to the design of the VPA i.e. additionality, scale of the VPA, validity/applicability of the applied methodology, stakeholder consultation, sustainable development criteria and monitoring plan have occurred. If there are such changes, list them providing the version number and completion date of the revised design certified (i.e. approved) VPA DD for each and a copy of the approved Deviation Request Form or Design Change approval form. Note that the first submission/request for Design Change approval to include new technology/measures must be within one year of the Design Change start date to be eligible for certification.
B.1.5. Changes to VPA design of approved VPA
	Approval status
	|_| There were changes after the design certification
|_| Already approved by GS secretariat:
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX)
	Date of approval: DD/MM/YYYY (Ref. number: XXXX) (Add rows as needed)
|_| Not yet approved by GS secretariat

|_| There was no change after the design certification

	Changes to be validated
	>>

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Indicate any changes to the design of the VPA not included in B3.1 or 3.4. 
Determine whether there were any changes to the VPA design after the design certification or the renewal of the crediting period of the VPA, tick the relevant check box(es), and provide the information on the status and the date of approval by GS and the host Party, as appropriate;
For all changes to the VPA design to be validated in conjunction with this verification, provide a brief summary of the changes and determine whether they comply with the relevant requirements in the methodology and standard requirements and were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the changes to VPA design in the validation and verification standard.

Section C. [bookmark: _Toc40962746][bookmark: _Ref47706319][bookmark: _Ref49860669][bookmark: _Toc229656003]compliance of DESCRIPTION OF MONITORING SYSTEM APPLIED BY THE VPA
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess whether the monitoring system and monitoring plan, as implemented by the CME, are consistent with the Design Certified VPA-DD and comply with all applicable methodological and regulatory requirements.

Specifically, the VVB shall:
· Verify description of the monitoring system 
· Assess whether the CME has accurately described the monitoring system implemented for the project. 
· Confirm that the description is consistent with the monitoring system outlined in the Design Certified VPA-DD. 
· Verify that all key elements (e.g., parameters monitored, data collection procedures, roles and responsibilities, QA/QC procedures, data management systems) are clearly described and supported by evidence (e.g., monitoring manuals, SOPs, data logs, system screenshots). 
· Assess consistency with actual implementation 
· Verify that the monitoring system described is reflective of the actual practices observed during site visits (if applicable) and/or through remote assessment. 
· Identify any discrepancies between documented procedures and actual implementation. 
· Assess monitoring plan compliance with applied methodologies 
· Evaluate whether the monitoring plan, as implemented, complies with the requirements of the applied methodologies, including: 
· Correct parameters monitored 
· Appropriate measurement methods and frequency 
· Use of prescribed formulas and emission factors 
· Confirm that any methodological requirements related to data handling, conservativeness, and uncertainty are adhered to. 
· Assess compliance with standardized baselines (if applicable) 
· Verify that the monitoring plan aligns with the requirements of any applied standardized baselines, including data collection, eligibility conditions, and parameter monitoring requirements. 
· Assess compliance with other applicable methodological/regulatory documents 
· Confirm that the monitoring plan complies with all other relevant methodological documents and requirements under the applicable validation and verification standard. 
· Cross-check that any updates, clarifications, or guidance issued by the standard have been appropriately considered. 
· Evaluate changes from Design Certified VPA-DD 
· Identify any deviations in the monitoring system or plan compared to the Design Certified VPA-DD. 
· Assess whether such changes are clearly justified, transparently reported, and permissible under applicable requirements. 
· Evaluate whether changes impact the accuracy, completeness, or conservativeness of monitoring. 
· Assess data integrity and reliability 
· Evaluate whether the monitoring system ensures robust, transparent, and traceable data collection and management. 
Verify the presence and implementation of QA/QC procedures.

Section D. [bookmark: _Toc40962747][bookmark: _Ref47706326][bookmark: _Ref49860677][bookmark: _Toc229656004]compliance of DATA AND PARAMETERS
[bookmark: _Ref418094907][bookmark: _Toc40962748]Data and parameters fixed ex ante or at renewal of design certification
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how each of the ex-ante parameters applied for the GHG calculations were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements of the applied methodologies, standardized baselines and the other applied methodological regulatory documents to calculate baseline emissions/removals, VPA emissions/removals and leakage as well as GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.

[bookmark: _Ref418094911][bookmark: _Toc40962777]Data and parameters monitored
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the data and parameters to be monitored that are used in the equations to calculate GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
Determine whether the monitoring activities comply with the design certified monitoring plan in accordance with the applicable verification requirements related to the compliance of monitoring activities with the design certified monitoring plan in the validation and verification standard.
Where the project developer applied a sampling approach for the determination of data and parameters monitored, determine in section D.4 whether the sampling efforts and surveys comply with the validated sampling plan in accordance with the applicable verification requirements related to the compliance of monitoring activities with the design certified monitoring plan.
For each item of data and parameter monitored, determine whether the calibration was conducted at the frequency as specified by the design certified monitoring plan, applied methodologies, and applied standardised baselines and the other applied methodological regulatory documents in accordance with the applicable verification requirements related to the compliance with the calibration frequency requirements for measuring instruments in the validation and verification standard.

[bookmark: _Toc341456040][bookmark: _Toc40962778]Comparison of monitored parameters with previous monitoring period
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



For Community Service Activities, please state and compare monitored parameters in D.2 with the previous monitoring period. Provide a short explanation for any values that have increased/ or are less conservative.
Implementation of sampling plan
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the sampling plan is assessed in accordance with the latest available guidance for sampling and surveys from CDM/Paris agreement crediting mechanism.
Compliance of monitoring and addressing of reversals
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the risk of non-permanence of GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals and the measures to address risks of reversals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
Determine whether the monitoring of reversals complies with the design certified monitoring plan and risk mitigation plan and is in accordance with the applicable verification requirements related to the compliance of monitoring activities in the validation and verification standard.
Determine whether the addressing of reversals, if any, complies with the requirements of the validation and verification standard and respective requirements of the applied methodologies and other applied methodological regulatory documents.
Determine whether the risks of reversals were addressed, consistent with the risk mitigation measures as per risk mitigation plan and respective requirements.
Assessment of reporting of issued planned emission reduction
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess and report if planned emission reduction is considered appropriately in emission reduction calculation. Any shortfall shall also be assessed and reported.

Section E. [bookmark: _Toc315189228][bookmark: _Toc317860226][bookmark: _Toc341474081][bookmark: _Toc40962779][bookmark: _Ref47706333][bookmark: _Ref49860683][bookmark: _Toc229656005]COMPLIANCE OF CALCULATION OF EMISSION REDUCTION/REMOVAL
[bookmark: _Ref315873983][bookmark: _Ref418095428][bookmark: _Toc40962780]Assessment of baseline emission calculation
	[bookmark: _Ref315873986][bookmark: _Ref418095432][bookmark: _Toc40962781]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall assess the sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate baseline emissions applying actual values. Check the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and evidence mentioned in the monitoring report.
Assessment of project emission calculation
	[bookmark: _Toc40962782]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall assess the sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate project emission, applying actual values. Check the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and evidence mentioned in the monitoring report.
Assessment of leakage emission calculation 
	[bookmark: _Toc40953319][bookmark: _Toc40953601][bookmark: _Toc40962783][bookmark: _Ref315873988][bookmark: _Toc40962784]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall assess the sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate leakage emission values , applying actual values. Check the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and evidence mentioned in the monitoring report.
[bookmark: _Toc40962785]Assessment of calculation of net benefits 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Verify the estimates for each design certified SDG impact for each numbered SDG, starting with SDG 13 first.
[bookmark: _Toc40962786]Comparison of achieved benefit with estimates in approved VPA-DD  
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall check the comparison of estimated (ex-ante) impacts for this monitoring period (i.e. this monitoring period number) with the values actually achieved.
E.1.1. [bookmark: _Ref4665389]Explanation of calculation of value estimated ex ante of approved VPA DD for this monitoring period
	[bookmark: _Toc40962789]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The estimated ex-ante calculation may use slightly different assumptions than the monitored data. VVB shall assess how the estimate was calculated – the aim of this comparison being to detect and understand any anomalous results as compared to what was validated.
Remarks on increase in achieved SDG impacts from estimated value in approved VPA-DD
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall assess whether the actual reduction/removal along with other SDG impacts achieved are greater than the value based on the ex- ante estimation in the Design Certified VPA DD. If so, explain the cause of any increase in the actual Impacts achieved by the VPA during this monitoring period, including all information that is different from that stated in the Design Certified VPA DD. Please mark not applicable for afforestation and reforestation (A/R) VPAs.

Section F. [bookmark: _Toc40962790][bookmark: _Ref47706347][bookmark: _Ref49860694][bookmark: _Toc229656006]assessment of SAFEGUARDS REPORTING
	[bookmark: _Toc40962791]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess whether the Project Developer (PD) has adequately reported on, implemented, and monitored the Safeguarding Principles included in the monitoring plan, in accordance with applicable requirements and the Design Certified PDD.
Specifically, the VVB shall:
· Verify completeness of safeguarding reporting 
· Confirm that the CME has provided a structured report on all Safeguarding Principles included in the monitoring plan. 
· Assess implementation progress and effectiveness 
· Evaluate whether the CME has provided a clear update on the implementation of safeguarding measures. 
· Assess the reported successes, failures, and any improvements made to mitigation measures. 
· Verify that statements on performance are supported by evidence (e.g., monitoring records, stakeholder feedback, site observations). 
· Verify monitoring of indicators and tolerances 
· Assess whether all key safeguarding indicators identified in the monitoring plan are being monitored as required. 
· Confirm that performance against pre-set tolerances or thresholds is clearly reported. 
· Verify that any exceedances, deviations, or anomalies are transparently documented and appropriately addressed. 
· Assess reporting on ‘Potentially’ risks and re-assessment requirements 
· Verify that the CME has reported on all safeguarding assessment questions previously identified as “Potentially”. 
· Confirm that any requirements for regular re-assessment have been followed. 
· Evaluate whether updated risk assessments are consistent with actual project conditions and supported by evidence. 
· Evaluate consistency with Design Certified VPA-DD and monitoring plan 
· Cross-check that safeguarding monitoring and reporting align with commitments made in the Design Certified VPA-DD and monitoring plan. 
· Identify any deviations, omissions, or inconsistencies. 
· Assess responsiveness and corrective actions 
· Verify that identified issues, risks, or safeguard-related incidents have been appropriately addressed. 
· Assess whether corrective or improvement measures are adequate and implemented in a timely manner.

Section G. [bookmark: _Toc229656007]assessment of GENDER equality REPORTING
Data and parameters to be monitored for Gender Sensitive certification
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess whether the CME has adequately reported on and implemented the gender indicators included in the monitoring plan for gender sensitive certification, in line with applicable requirements and the Design Certified VPA-DD.
Specifically, the VVB shall:
· Verify applicability and completeness 
· Confirm whether gender indicators are applicable. 
· Verify that all required information under monitoring report is provided for each indicator (e.g., indicator, relevant issue, achieved value, monitoring methods, responsibilities, frequency, QA/QC, and use of results). 
· Assess relevance and consistency 
· Evaluate whether the indicators appropriately address identified gender issues and align with the Design Certified PDD and monitoring plan. 
· Verify implementation and data accuracy 
· Confirm that monitoring methods are implemented in practice and supported by evidence. 
· Cross-check reported values with underlying records. 
· Assess QA/QC and monitoring arrangements 
· Verify that roles, responsibilities, monitoring frequency, and QA/QC procedures are clearly defined and effectively implemented. 
· Evaluate use of results 
Assess whether monitoring results are used to improve gender outcomes, with evidence of corrective or improvement actions

Data and parameters to be monitored for Gender Responsive certification
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall verify whether the VPA has conducted a gender analysis and baseline assessment in accordance with the latest GUIDELINE: GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES V2.0. Confirm that the VPA has established a monitoring framework with gender-responsive actions, targets, and performance indicators to track progress against the baseline.
Section H. [bookmark: _Toc228481573][bookmark: _Toc229656008]sustainable development contribution
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall assess and report on the appropriateness of implementation and reporting of SDG monitoring indicator.

Section I. [bookmark: _Toc229656009]STAKEHOLDER INPUTS AND LEGAL DISPUTES 
Assessment of inputs and grievances which have been received via the Continuous Input and Grievance Mechanism together with their respective responses/mitigations. 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


 
The VVB shall assess whether all issues identified during the crediting period—through monitoring, grievance mechanisms, audits, or stakeholder feedback—have been comprehensively reported, appropriately addressed, and supported by adequate mitigation measures. The VVB shall verify that each issue has a clear response, that mitigation actions are proportionate and evidenced, and that any measures requiring ongoing tracking are incorporated into the monitoring plan with defined parameters, frequency, and responsibilities. The VVB shall conclude on whether issue management is adequate and compliant, and document any gaps, including unreported issues, insufficient mitigation, lack of integration into the monitoring plan, missing evidence of implementation, and any CLs/CARs raised, with justification based on evidence reviewed.
Assessment of any stakeholder mitigations that were agreed to be monitored. 
	[bookmark: _Toc40962796]Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



 VVB shall assess and provide an opinion on the update on any mitigations proposed to stakeholders that were agreed to be monitored.
Assessment of any legal contest that has arisen with the VPA during the monitoring period
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall assess whether the CME demonstrates compliance with all applicable host country legal, environmental, ecological, and social regulations throughout the monitoring period.
Specifically, the VVB shall:
· Verify regulatory compliance 
· Confirm that the project holds all required permits, approvals, and licenses, and that these remain valid. 
· Assess compliance with applicable legal, environmental, ecological, and social requirements based on supporting documentation. 
· Assess legal challenges (if any) 
· Verify whether any legal challenges or disputes related to regulatory compliance have arisen during the monitoring period. 
· Assess whether such cases have been transparently reported and appropriately addressed. 
· Evaluate implications for project eligibility and continued certification. 
· Verify transparency of reporting 
· Confirm that all relevant events, non-compliances, or legal proceedings during the monitoring period have been fully and transparently disclosed. 
· Assess impact on certification status 
Evaluate whether any identified non-compliance or failure to disclose information may affect the project’s compliance status or eligibility under the standard.

Section J. [bookmark: _Toc229656010]Assessment of BENEFIT SHARING
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



>>The VVB shall include a summary of its assessment in the Verification Report, including:
a) A description of the proposed benefit sharing arrangement;
b) Implementation the benefit sharing during the monitoring period.
Section K. [bookmark: _Toc229656011]ASSESSMENT OF ANY OTHER CO-BENEFITS 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



While co‑benefits are voluntary disclosures and not part of the certified product, the VVB is expected to verify that the information provided is true and reliable. The VVB shall
a) Check the reported co-benefits are consistent with VPA’s actual implementation and has observable outcomes.
b) Review supporting documents or evidence to confirm that the disclosures are factually supported. 
c) Ensure that the co-benefits are presented clearly with sources explained, and without implying any claim. 
d) Explicitly state that the co-benefits disclosed are verified as true to the extent of available evidence. These co‑benefits remain informational in nature and do not constitute certified deliverables. Accordingly, no claims, credits, or certifications may be issued against them. 
Section L. [bookmark: _Toc229656012]CONFIRMATION OF AVOIDANCE OF DOUBLE ISSUANCE 
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall verify that the VPA has appropriate measures in place to prevent double issuance of carbon credits. Determine whether:
· The VPA is design certified, or covered by a programme, under any other international, regional, national, or subnational GHG mitigation crediting scheme; and if so
· The CME has obtained confirmation from the other crediting scheme that the same GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals being requested for issuance of GS VERs have not been or will not be credited under the other crediting scheme.
Section M. [bookmark: _Ref133929204][bookmark: _Toc229656013]COMPLIANCE WITH Annual Reports
	Means of verification
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



An annual report shall be submitted for each monitoring year by end of next calendar year for which verification is not completed. If a verification is in progress but not completed, then an Annual Report is still required by the end of calendar year. VVB shall verify if the project is in compliance of annual reporting requirements.

[bookmark: _Toc229656014]PART V – INTERNAL QUALITY CONTROL
(Copy/paste rows as necessary)
	No.
	Role
	Last Name
	First Name
	Technical competences (technical expertise and GS expertise – Yes/No)

	>>
	Internal Quality Control
	>>
	>>
	>>



Provide information on the quality control within the audit team and in the verification process.
Internal Quality Control process:
>> VVB shall explain the quality control process.
[bookmark: _Toc229656015]PART VI – VERIFICATION OPINION AND CERTIFICATION STATEMENT
Provide a verification opinion that includes:
· A summary of the verification method, the process used and the verification criteria applied;
· A summary of the verification conclusions and on the verified amount of GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals achieved.
GHG emissions reductions and removals verified according to the Monitoring report (MR):

Provide a statement certifying, in writing, that the VPA achieved the verified amount of GHG emission reductions or net anthropogenic GHG removals during the specified monitoring period that would not have occurred in the absence of the VPA.
	Period
	Baseline annual ghg emissions.
(tco2e)
	Vpa annual ghg emissions.
(tco2e)
	Amount of ghg
Emission reductions or ghg removals
(tco2e)

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY
	
	
	

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY (delete if N/A)
	
	
	

	Total ERs/Removals 
	
	
	



Other SDG impact verified according to the Monitoring report (MR):  


Buffer contribution and vintage wise break up of GS VERs (applicable to only those projects where buffer contribution is required)

	Period within the monitoring period
	Total GS VERs
(tCO2e)
	Buffer percentage
(%)
	Buffer
(tCO2e)
	Net GS VERs
(tCO2e)

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY
	
	
	
	

	Repeat based on the number of years in the monitoring period
	
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	
	
	





· SDG X impact
	PERIOD
	Baseline estimates
	Project estimates
	Net benefits

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY
	
	
	

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY (delete if N/A)
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	
	




· SDG Y impact
	PERIOD
	Baseline estimates
	Project estimates
	Net benefits

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY
	
	
	

	DD/MM/YYYY to  DD/MM/YYYY (delete if N/A)
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc224121303][bookmark: _Toc228269046][bookmark: _Toc229656016]Part VII - aPPENDICES

[bookmark: _Toc229656017]Appendix 1: Abbreviations
	S.NO
	ABBREVIATIONS
	FULL TEXTS

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	
	
	

	Use the table above to list all the abbreviations used in this report



[bookmark: _Toc229656018]Appendix 2: Competence of team members and technical reviewers
>> Provide documentation to substantiate the required competence of team members and technical reviewers.
The VVB shall provide the following details in the verification report:
1. Details of the audit team, technical experts and internal technical reviewers involved, together with their roles in the verification activity and details of who conducted the on-site or remote inspection. 
2. Appointment certificates or curriculum vitae of the VVB’s team members, technical experts and internal technical reviewers for the proposed VPA which are not part of the Gold Standard Approved Auditor list at the time of start of the verification contract.

[bookmark: _Toc229656019]Appendix 3: Documents/Evidence reviewed or referenced
	S.NO
	AUTHOR
	TITLE
	APPLICABLE VERSION OF THE DOCUMENT REFERENCE
	SOURCES
	PROVIDER

	1. 
	Gold Standard
	Principles and Requirements
	
	
	N/A

	2. 
	Gold Standard
	PoA Requirements
	
	
	N/A

	3. 
	Gold Standard
	Stakeholder consultation and engagement requirements
	
	
	N/A

	4. 
	Gold Standard
	Safeguarding principles & requirements
	
	
	N/A

	5. 
	Gold Standard
	Design change requirements
	
	
	N/A

	6. 
	Gold Standard
	Validation and verification standard
	
	
	N/A

	7. 
	Gold Standard
	Site visit and remote audit requirements and procedures
	
	
	N/A

	8. 
	Gold Standard
	Validation & verification body requirements
	
	
	N/A

	9. 
	Gold Standard
	Community services activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	10. 
	Gold Standard
	Renewable energy activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	11. 
	Gold Standard
	Land-use & forests activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	12. 
	Gold Standard
	Gold standard eligible impact quantification methodologies
	
	
	N/A

	13. 
	>>
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc229656020]Appendix 4: Findings
Section 1: CLs from the verification
	CL ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the monitoring report where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR, Select the applicable option

	Description of CL
	The VVB shall raise a Clarification Request (CL) if information is insufficient or not clear enough to determine whether the applicable GS4GG requirements and procedures have been met.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the CL.

	Documentation provided by CME
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response

	VVB assessment
	Present an assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the CL is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



Section 2: CARs from the verification
	CAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the monitoring report where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR

	Description of CAR
	The VVB shall raise a Corrective Action Request (CAR) if one of the following situations occurs:
a. The CME(s) has made mistakes that will influence the ability of the proposed VPA to achieve real, measurable, verifiable and additional emission reductions/GHG Removals and SDG impacts (e.g., establishment of inaccurate baseline scenario(s), implementation of incorrect/inapplicable methodological steps and/or data and parameter values for calculation of emission reductions and SDG impacts, adoption of erroneous estimations/assumptions for demonstration of additionality etc.)
b. The applicable GS4GG requirements and procedures have not been met (e.g., partial or complete non-compliance with applicable regulatory documents)
c. There is a risk that GHG emission reductions and SDG impacts cannot be monitored or calculated.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the CAR.

	Documentation provided by CME
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response.

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the CAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



Section 3: FARs from the verification
	FAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the monitoring report where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR

	Description of FAR
	The VVB shall raise a Forward Action Request (FAR) during verification to identify issues related to VPA implementation that require review during the subsequent verification(s) of the VPA or any other future certification step such as renewal of design certification

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the FAR.

	Documentation provided by  CME
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response.

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the FAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



Section 4: FARs from the Design Certification or previous performance certification
	FAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the VPA DD or monitoring report where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR

	Description of FAR
	Describe the Forward Action Requests (if any) from the Design Certification or previous performance certification.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the FAR.

	Documentation provided by  CME
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response.

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the FAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.
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