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Instructions – Validation Report for Voluntary Project Activity (VPA), Ver 1.0                          Released on 15/05/2026




Instructions for completing report
VALIDATION REPORT FOR VOLUNTARY PROJECT ACTIVITY (VPA)

	VPA ID
	Insert ID as GSXXXXX here 

	VPA Title
	Insert VPA title here 

	VVB Name
	Insert VVB name here


Guidelines [Delete after filling this form]
1. Intended Audience & Purpose
This form helps VVB complete a Validation Report (ValR) for VPA for Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) certification in a standardised format.
2. Use the below file naming requirement for submission to Gold Standard:
	Submission stage
	Naming format
	Details

	Design Review and Design Change
	GSID_ValR_DDMMYYYY_VER_X
	DDMMYYYY = Date of releasing the Validation report
X = Version number

	Design Certification Renewal
	GSID_CPX_ValR_DDMMYYYY_VER_Y
	X = Crediting Period number
DDMMYYYY = Date of releasing the CP renewal Validation report
Y = Version number of VPA-DD

	
	
	



3. Complete this form in English and use the same format without any modification in font, table, heading or logo.
4. Clearly mark any non-applicable sections as "Not Applicable" and explicitly state that the section is left blank intentionally with valid justification. 
5. Submit ValR as non-editable PDF file only. The updated ValR shall be submitted in both clean and track-change version.
6. For adding any additional information in the form, add additional appendices in Section I of the document.


[bookmark: _Toc229655853]Key VPA information
	GS ID and Title of the POA/VPA
	☐ Programme of Activity
	GSXXXXX
>> Enter the unique Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the PoA of the VPA during its initial Gold Standard submission
	>> Provide the title of the proposed PoA as in the PoA DD.

	
	☐ Real Case VPAs
	GSXXXXX
>> Enter the unique Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the VPA during its initial Gold Standard submission
	>> Provide the title of the proposed VPA as in the VPA DD.

	
	☐ Regular Case VPA
	GSXXXXX
>> Enter the unique Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the VPA during its initial Gold Standard submission
	>> Provide the title of the proposed VPA as in the VPA DD.
ADD rows as necessary

	Host country
	>> Enter the official name of the country where this VPA will be physically located and implemented

	Coordinating/managing entities (CMEs)
	>> Enter the CME's name exactly as shown in the cover letter submitted to Gold Standard

	VPA Implementer
	>> Enter the VPA implementer’s name

	Start Date of VPA
	>> mention the start date of the VPA

	Date of listing
	>> Enter the date of listing as it appears on the assurance platform in DD/MM/YYYY format

	VPA-DD version number
	>> Provide the version number of the VPA DD to which this validation report is applied.

	VPA-DD completion date
	>> Enter the date when the completed VPA DD was submitted to the VVB for final validation

	VPA scale 
	☐ Micro scale ☐ Small Scale ☐ Large Scale
>> Select the scale of the VPA as per GS4GG requirements and in compliance with applied methodology and product requirements

	
	☐ Small-holder activity [If applicable]
☐ Other [Please specify here, if applicable]
>> Select if applicable to the VPA

	VPA Cycle:
	☐ Regular
☐ Retroactive, 
Select the applicable option
(a) Regular cycle VPAs, for which the Stakeholder Consultation (1st round) has been conducted before the VPA Start Date. 
(b) Retroactive cycle VPAs, for which the Stakeholder Consultation (1st round) is conducted after the VPA Start Date.

	Type of VPA 
	☐ Emission reductions activity 
☐ Removals activity
☐ Emission reductions and removals activity
>> Select the appropriate option based on the VPA type and nature of GHG reductions and/or removals to be achieved by proposed activity.

	GS4GG Activity requirement
	☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Community Services 
☐ Forestry
☐ Agriculture
☐ Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands 
☐ Engineered removal
☐ NA (Select this if not covered under above categories)
>> Select the appropriate option based on applied GS4GG activity requirements

	Methodology(ies) and/or standardized baseline applied
		Methodology/Standardized baseline title
	Version No. 

	Insert here
	Insert here

	ADD as necessary
	Insert here

	
	


>>Enter the methodology(ies) and/or standardized baseline's official title and version number in the format specified above.
>> For framework methodology, include both the framework methodology name and module, along with their corresponding version numbers.

	Product requirements applied
	☐ GHG Emissions Reduction & Sequestration 
☐ Renewable Energy Label 
☐ Core Carbon Principles labelling of Gold Standard Verified Emission Reduction
☐ [Reporting only]
>> Select the applicable GS4GG product requirement

	Maximum annual emission reductions or net removals over the crediting period (tCO2e/year)
(Add/remove rows as necessary)
	



	Transition details [Fill if applicable]

	General information 
	VPA title 
	>> Enter the title of VPA as registered with original standard

	
	Original Standard ID
	>> Enter the unique ID as registered with original standard i.e., Standard from which VPA is transitioning to GS4GG

	
	Original standard details 
	☐ CDM
	☐ PACM - A6.4

	
	
	>> Select the applicable option above or below

	
	
	☐ Other 
	Please Insert the name here

	
	VPA status with original standard
	☐ Active
	☐ Withdrawn
	☐ Rejected/Expired

	
	
	>> Select the applicable option

	
	VPA weblink of original standard
	>> Insert the weblink of the VPA

	
	Registration date  
	>> Insert the registration date with original standard in dd/mm/yyyy format

	
	Crediting period registered with original standard
	Start date 
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	
	End date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	Total monitoring period issued with original standard
	Start date 
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	
	End date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	Latest monitoring period
	Start date 
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	
	End date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	Issuance status of latest monitoring period
	Issuance Status
	​​☐ Issued 
	​​☐ Not issued 

	
	
	Date of Issuance, if issued.  
	DD/MM/YYYY







	VVB information

	Version number of completion of the validation report
	Insert version number of validation report submitted for GS review

	Date of completion of the validation report
	Enter the date when the completed validation report was submitted to the GS (DD/MM/YYYY)

	Name of the VVB
	Insert name

	GS approval expiry date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	Is the VVB approved for the applicable sectoral scope?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Name, position of the approver of the validation report
	Insert name and position

	Signature of Approver
(Final version only)
	Insert signature 
Also note that the Approver should not be involved in validation.

	VVB signing date
	DD/MM/YYYY




FAR Raised for CME

	List the FARs raised for CME here.

	FAR 1.
	

	FAR 2.
	

	FAR 3.
	



VPA iMpacT Summary


	Emission Reductions/Removals

	Estimated Annual emission reductions/ removals over the crediting period of the proposed activity
	Emission reduction /removals for
	☐ 1st Crediting period 
☐ 2nd Crediting period
☐ 3rd Crediting period

	
	>> Select the crediting period type that applies to the information below.

	
	Emission types
	tCO2e/year – annual average

	
	☐ Emission reductions
	Insert the amount per year 

	
	☐ Removals
	Insert the amount per year

	
	>> Select the emission types of the proposed VPA and enter the estimated average annual emission reductions or net removals expected from the proposed VPA.
>> When the proposed VPA involves both types of emissions, insert the estimated average annual emission for each type separately.

	Estimated annual emission reductions/removals per VPA technology or measure or appropriate units distributed/ implemented in the proposed VPA
	 Technology/measure 
	tCO2e/year – annual average per technology/ measure or appropriate unit

	
	Ex- Clean cookstove
	3.2 tCO2e/year per cookstove 

	
	Ex- Water filter
	2.1 tCO2e/year per water filer

	
	Ex- Forestation
	3.5 tCO2e/year per hectare

	
	Ex- Forestation SOC
	0.30 tCO2e/year per hectare

	
	>>Provide the annual emission reductions/removals estimates for the crediting period. 
>>For VPAs with multiple technologies/measures, break down emission reductions/removals by each component. For example: 
>>>>For ARR VPAs: Mention separate values for biomass and soil organic carbon sequestration 
>>>>For Multi technology VPAs: Detail emissions separately (e.g., cookstove emissions and methane avoidance from animal waste management for biogas VPA) 
>>If calculating emissions by technology/measure is not feasible, provide a clear justification. 
Here are two examples:
Example 1: ARR VPA
For the afforestation VPA, the annual carbon sequestration per hectare is:
· Biomass carbon sequestration: 3.5 tCO2e/year per hectare
· Soil organic carbon sequestration: 0.30 tCO2e/year per hectare
Example 2: Biogas Cooking VPA
Annual emission reductions per unit for 1st crediting period:
· Reduction from avoided wood fuel use: 3 tCO2/year per stove
· Reduction from methane avoidance: 1.5 tCO2/year per stove



	Sustainable development contributions

	Summary of sustainable development contributions
	>> Check the SDGs that demonstrate VPA's positive contributions.
>> The VPA shall contribute to: 
SDG 13 (Climate Action) plus at least 2 additional SDGs 

Note: The selected SDGs shall match those in the validated Digital SDG tool submission.
	Sustainable Development Goals

[Tick the box if the VPA is contributing to the selected SDG and monitoring plan for corresponding contribution has been developed otherwise leave it unmarked.]


	Confirm the host country's objective priority alignment

	☐ SDG 1: No Poverty
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 2: Zero Hunger
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 4: Quality Education
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
	☐ Yes

	☒ SDG 13: Climate Action
	Mandatory

	☐ SDG 14: Life Below Water
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 15: Life on Land
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals
	☐ Yes






	Safeguarding principles and risks assessment

	Summary of Safeguarding Principles and Requirements assessment
	For each Safeguarding Principle and sub-principle:
a) Mark "Yes" if the principle is relevant to the VPA, "NA" if not relevant
b) Mark "Yes" if any risks are identified or potential, "No" if no risks exist
c) Mark "Yes" if there is a mitigation plan to address, minimize, or avoid identified risks
Note: The principles and sub-principles selected must match those provided in the validated version submitted through the Digital SDG tool.
	Principle
	Sub principle 
	VVB’s confirmation of compliance (Yes/No/FAR)

	1. Human Rights
	

	2. Gender Equality and Women’s empowerment
	

	3. Community Health, Safety and Working Conditions
	

	4. Cultural Heritage, Indigenous Peoples, Displacement and Resettlement
	4.1. Sites of cultural and historical heritage
	

	
	4.2. Forced eviction and displacement
	

	
	4.3. Land tenure and other rights
	

	
	4.4. Indigenous peoples
	

	5. Corruption
	

	6. Economic Impacts
	6.1 Labour Rights and Working Conditions
	

	
	6.2 Negative economic consequences
	

	7. Climate and Energy
	7.1 GHG Emissions
	

	
	7.2 Energy supply
	

	8. Water
	8.1 Impact on Natural Water Patterns/Flows
	

	
	8.2 Erosion and/or water body instability
	

	9. Environment, Ecology and Land Use
	9.1 Landscape modification and soil
	

	
	9.2 Vulnerability to natural disaster
	

	
	9.3 Biosafety and genetic resources
	

	
	9.4 Release of pollutants
	

	
	9.5 Hazardous and non-hazardous waste
	

	
	9.6 Pesticides & Fertilisers
	

	
	9.7 Harvesting of forests
	

	
	9.8 Food security
	

	
	9.9 Animal welfare
	

	
	9.10 High conservation value (HCV) areas and critical habitats
	

	
	9.11 Endangered species
	

	
	9.12 Invasive alien species
	






	Gender Equality

	Gender Equality Certification 
	☒ Gender sensitive (mandatory)
	☐ Gender responsive 
Check this box if applying for gender-responsive certification

	Summary of gender sensitive certification
[Mandatory for all VPAs]
	Answer the questions below to confirm actions taken to ensure gender-sensitive design.

	
	Does the VPA demonstrate compliance with host country gender policies and strategies, and include adequate measures to ensure gender-sensitive implementation—such as promoting women’s participation and empowerment, preventing gender-based violence and exploitation, ensuring equal access to resources and benefits, and enabling inclusive stakeholder engagement and feedback mechanisms? 
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Summary of gender responsive certification 
[Only applicable for VPAs seeking gender-responsive certification]
	Answer the questions below to confirm actions taken to ensure gender-responsive design.

	
	If the VPA seeks gender-responsive certification, does it provide a robust gender analysis and baseline, define clear economic and social empowerment goals, align with relevant SDG targets (e.g., SDG 5, 8, 10), and establish a monitoring framework with measurable indicators, responsibilities, and procedures to track and improve gender outcomes?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	
	Are all the requirements for gender responsiveness fulfilled in line with GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	
	Gender goal for Economic Empowerment
>>List the goal from Table 2 of Geder as per the CME’s selection
	Gender goal for Social Empowerment Goals
>>List the goal from Table 2 of Geder as per the CME’s selection

	
	1. Goal 1
2. Goal 2
	1. Goal 1 
2. Goal 2

	
	Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)

>>Insert here



	Stakeholder consultation

	Summary of stakeholder consultation 
		>>Complete this section based on the VPA's stakeholder consultation process.
>>Ensure the CME’s response aligns with the information in the validated Stakeholder Consultation Report.

	Key details 
	Confirmation 

	Does the VPA demonstrate that stakeholder consultation was conducted in accordance with GS4GG requirements, including adherence to FPIC principles, timely and inclusive engagement of all relevant stakeholder groups (especially women and marginalized communities), use of appropriate communication methods, documentation of feedback, and establishment of continuous input and grievance mechanisms? 
	☐ Yes
☐ No



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here




	Benefit Sharing Arrangement (If applicable)
☐ Yes
☐ No

	Summary of Benefit sharing[footnoteRef:2] arrangement[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Benefit Sharing - Benefit sharing refers to intentional distribution of proceeds from carbon credits revenue, whether materialized or anticipated, among legitimate VPA participants for their contribution to mitigation or removal of GHGs. Benefit sharing may involve transfer of monetary and non-monetary incentives.
]  [3:  Benefit sharing mechanism/arrangement refers to the methods followed to share both monetary and non-monetary benefits to the VPA participants. This includes determining the types and proportions of the benefits allocation, and establishing the mechanism through which these benefits will be distributed.] 

		>> Answer the below questions based on the VPA's benefit sharing arrangement, if any.


	Key details 
	Response 

	If applicable, does the VPA provide a clear and credible description of its benefit sharing arrangement, including whether monetary and/or non-monetary benefits are distributed among legitimate VPA participants, the types and proportions of benefits allocated, and the mechanisms through which these benefits will be distributed?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here
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[bookmark: _Toc229655854]PART I – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
>> Provide a summary of the VPA (including the purpose and general description and location), the scope of the validation, the validation process and its conclusion.
[bookmark: _Ref125613797][bookmark: _Toc229655855]PART II – VALIDATION TEAM, TECHNICAL REVIEW team AND APPROVER
2.1 Validation team member(s)
(Copy/paste rows as necessary)
	No.
	Role
	Type of resource
	Last Name
	First Name
	Affiliation
(e.g. name of central or other office of VVB or outsourced entity)
	Involved in

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Desk/document review
	On-site inspection
	Interviews
	Validation findings

	>>
	Team leader/Validator/Expert etc.
	External/internal
	>>
	>>
	>>
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Provide the details of the validation team members.

2.2 Technical Reviewer(s) and approver(s) of the validation report

(Copy/paste rows as necessary)

	No.
	Role
	Type of resource
	Last Name
	First Name
	Technical competences (technical expertise and GS expertise – Yes/No)
	Affiliation
(e.g. name of central or other office of VVB or outsourced entity)

	>>
	Technical reviewer/Approval, etc.
	External/internal
	>>
	>>
	>>
	>>



Provide the details of the technical reviewer and approver in the table above.

>>
2.3 Does the VVB comply with any government regulations regarding VVBs?
|_|  Yes 
|_|  No
|_|  Not Applicable

>>
If yes, brief about the same: 
Please provide a brief whether the VVB and/or the audit team members are required to comply with government regulations like registration of the VVB with national authorities, national accreditation of the VVB

[bookmark: _Ref125613798][bookmark: _Toc229655856]PART III – MEANS OF VALIDATION
3.1 Desk review/Planning 
>> 

	PLANNING DATE

	START DATE OF VPA 
	DATE OF FIRST SUBMISSION
	LISTING DATE
	CURRENT SITE VISIT DATE
	MODE OF CURRENT SITE VISIT

	DD/MM/YYYY
	DD/MM/YYYY
	DD/MM/YYYY
	DD/MM/YYYY
	☐  Physical Site visit

	
	
	
	
	☐  Remote audit



Explain how the desk/document review process was conducted, including summarizing the different types of documents reviewed and justification on risk assessment as part of the validation process. List all documents reviewed or referenced during the validation in Appendix 3 below.
3.2 Physical Site visit or Remote audit (if applicable)

>> Summarize all on-site inspections performed during the validation, including auditors, interviewees’ names in the tables.

	DURATION OF PHYSICAL SITE VISIT: DD/MM/YYYY TO DD/MM/YYYY

	NAME
	ROLE
	LOCATION OF VISIT
	ACTIVITY PERFORMED ON-SITE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



>> If the VVB have not conducted an on-site inspection, describe the alternative means used and justify that they are sufficient for the purpose of validation in accordance with applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.


	DURATION OF REMOTE INSPECTION: DD/MM/YYYY TO DD/MM/YYYY

	NAME
	ROLE
	REMOTE AUDITING MEANS/METHODS
	TOPICS COVERED

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



3.3 List of interviewees
>> Summarize all interviews (i.e. in-person interviews, web/teleconferences, etc.) conducted during the validation in the table.
	No.
	INTERVIEWEE
	DATE
	SUBJECT
	TEAM MEMBER INVOLVED

	
	Name
	Affiliation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	



3.4 Sampling approach
>> 
· Where a sampling approach is used for the validation, summarize the sampling approach used during the validation (e.g. random sampling). 
· Where a sampling approach is used for the on-site inspection, include a description of how the sample size was determined and field check was carried out. 

3.5 Clarification requests (CLs), corrective action requests (CARs) and forward action requests (FARs)

	Area of validation findings
	No. of CLs
	No. of CARs
	No. of FARs

	Compliance with VPA-DD form
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of VPA location
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance of Technology/measures
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of VPA financial structure and ownership
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Compliance with VPA eligibility criteria
	
	
	

	Benefit sharing
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Demonstration of eligibility of VPA
	
	
	

	Alignment with National Climate and Development Polices
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Avoidance of double counting risk
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of start date, crediting period type and duration
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Selection of methodologies and standardized baselines
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Application of methodologies and standardized baselines
	
	
	

	· Application of methodologies
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Application of methodological tools
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Application of standardized baselines
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Deviation from, or revision of, the selected methodology or methodological tool
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· VPA boundary, sources, sinks, spatial boundary and GHGs, and identification of leakage
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of baseline scenario establishment and description 
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Identification of the BAU scenario
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Demonstration of additionality
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Addressing non-permanence and risks of reversals
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Estimation of net GHG emission reductions or  removals 
	
	
	

	· Assessment of calculation of BAU emission
	
	
	

	· Assessment of calculation of baseline emission
	
	
	

	· Assessment of calculation of project emission
	
	
	

	· Assessment of cross-effects
	
	
	

	· Assessment of calculation of leakage emission
	
	
	

	· Assessment of net emission/removal
	
	
	

	Assessment of monitoring plan
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Safeguarding assessment
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Gender equality assessment  
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Sustainable development contribution and monitoring plan of SDG contributions
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Assessment of stakeholder consultation
	>>
	>>
	>>

	Post-design certification changes
	

	· Temporary deviations from the design certified monitoring plan, applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – corrections
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – permanent changes to the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – changes to the start date of crediting period
	>>
	>>
	>>

	· Permanent changes – changes to the VPA design
	>>
	>>
	>>

	VPA participants
	>>
	>>
	>>

	TOTAL
	>>
	>>
	>>



Indicate the numbers of CLs, CARs, and FARs raised for each of the items above. Provide the details (description, responses from activity participants and outcome from the VVB) in Appendix 4.
[bookmark: _Ref125613799][bookmark: _Toc229655857]PART IV - VALIDATION ASSESSMENT
For design change, head directly to the Section G “Validation of design changes - IF APPLICABLE” and for design certification renewal, go directly to Section H “Validation of design certification renewal – IF APPLICABLE”.
Extra sections could be added as per the VPA type/uniqueness
SECTION A. [bookmark: _Toc203500696][bookmark: _Toc229655858]VPA description
Complete the tables in this section to validate the compliance with each specific requirement for design certification in accordance with applicable validation requirements in the validation and verification standard by describing:
（a) Means of validation: describe how the compliance was validated. 
（b) Findings: provide a brief description of the findings.
（c) Conclusion: provide a conclusion on the compliance based on the findings.
A.1 Compliance with VPA-DD form
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>> 



State whether the VPA DD has been completed using the valid version of the applicable  template, following the instructions in the Template Guide.

A.2. Compliance of VPA location 
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


In this section, the auditor shall report the project’s precise geographic identification as assessed during validation or verification, including the host country, relevant region(s)/state(s)/province(s), and cities, towns, or communities, with street name and number where applicable. 
The auditor shall provide their opinion on the consistency with the design documentation
[bookmark: _Toc203500699][bookmark: _Toc215427492][bookmark: _Toc228281405]A.3. Compliance of technology/measures
VVB shall explain how the proposed VPA was assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard, including: 
· Technology/measures to be deployed and/or implemented by the VPA.
[bookmark: _Toc203500700][bookmark: _Toc215427493][bookmark: _Toc228281406]A.3.1. Compliance of current technologies/measures prior to VPA implementation 
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



>> VVB shall assess that the technologies/measures exist prior to the implementation of the proposed VPA at the same site, as applicable, including the following:
1. Existing facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment:
a. The VVB shall assess the list of facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment that existed prior to the implementation of the proposed VPA at the same site. 
2. Types and levels of services:
a. The VVB shall assess the services provided by the existing facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment (e.g., production levels, electricity generation, biomass production, or ecosystem services such as watershed protection, habitat conservation, and land degradation control). 
b. The VVB shall assess the relationship, if any, of these services to other facilities, systems, and/or equipment outside the VPA boundary. 
3. Arrangement of existing facilities:
a. The VVB shall assess the arrangement and configuration of the existing facilities, systems, and/or practices. 
4. Age and lifetime of existing equipment: 
a. The VVB shall assess the age and expected lifetime of the existing equipment based on manufacturer specifications and relevant industry standards. 
5. Installed capacities, load factors, and efficiencies: 
The VVB shall assess the installed capacities, load factors, and efficiencies of the existing facilities, systems, and/or equipment. 
6. Energy and mass flows: 
a. The VVB shall assess the energy and mass flows, including balances, of the existing facilities, systems, and/or equipment, where applicable. 
7. Monitoring equipment: 
a. The VVB shall assess the type and location of monitoring equipment within the existing systems.
A.3.2. Compliance of VPA technologies/measures to be implemented or deployed
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> VVB shall assess the technologies/measures to be deployed and/or implemented by the proposed VPA, including the following:
8. Facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment: 
a. The VVB shall assess the list of facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment that will be installed and/or modified under the proposed VPA. 
9. Types and levels of services: 
a. The VVB shall assess the services provided by the facilities, systems, practices, and/or equipment (e.g., production output, electricity generation, etc.). 
b. The VVB shall assess the relationship, if any, of these services to other facilities, systems, and/or equipment outside the VPA boundary. 
10. Arrangement of facilities: 
a. The VVB shall assess the arrangement and configuration of the facilities, systems, and/or practices. 
11. Age and lifetime of equipment: 
a. The VVB shall assess the expected age and average lifetime of the equipment based on manufacturer specifications and relevant industry standards. 
12. Installed capacities, load factors, and efficiencies: 
a. The VVB shall assess the installed capacities, load factors, and efficiencies of the facilities, systems, and/or equipment. 
13. Energy and mass flows: 
a. The VVB shall assess the energy and mass flows, including balances, of the facilities, systems, and/or equipment, where applicable. 
14. Monitoring equipment: 
a. The VVB shall assess the type and location of monitoring equipment within the system.
A.3.3. Compliance of existing/former VPA declaration
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> The VVB shall review the information provided in the VPA-DD and supporting evidence to assess whether there is any existing or former design-certified VPA, CPA, VPA under a design-certified Programme of Activities, or any activity under other international (e.g., CDM, PACM A6.4, or other carbon crediting programmes), regional, national, or subnational GHG mitigation crediting schemes at the same location as the proposed VPA, irrespective of whether the crediting period has expired (referred to as “existing VPAs”).
[bookmark: _Toc215427496][bookmark: _Toc228281409]A.4. Assessment of VPA financial structure and ownership
A.4.1. Assessment of VPA funding sources and structure
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



>> VVB shall assess the VPA funding sources and structure to confirm the VPA financial viability and sustainability throughout its lifetime.
Confirm whether Official Development Assistance (ODA), if any,  is clearly disclosed, including whether it is linked to transfer of carbon credits to a donor country.
A.4.2. Assessment of product ownership
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Assess the product ownership arrangement to confirm the rightful ownership of the product.
Confirm that: 
a. Ownership of emission reductions is clearly defined and consistent with applicable methodology or standard requirements.
b. Where multiple stakeholders are involved, roles and ownership claims are clearly structured and unambiguous.
c. Legal agreements (e.g., contracts, MoUs, partnership agreements) adequately establish carbon credit ownership, are enforceable under the relevant jurisdiction, and include dispute resolution and governing law provisions.
d. Relevant Stakeholder consent is appropriately documented, confirming awareness and acceptance of ownership arrangements prior to project participation or implementation.
e. Where applicable, Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) principles are properly followed and evidenced for indigenous communities, local landowners, or other affected groups.
A.4.3. Evaluation of benefit sharing arrangement
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>>The VVB shall include a summary of its assessment in the Validation Report, including:
· A description of the proposed benefit sharing arrangement;
· An opinion on its clarity and feasibility;
· Any observations or recommendations, if applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc215427500][bookmark: _Toc228281413][bookmark: _Toc203500704]A.5. Compliance with VPA Eligibility Criteria
[bookmark: _Toc203500708][bookmark: _Toc215427501][bookmark: _Toc228281414]A.5.1. General eligibility criteria to be assessed
>>VVB shall confirm that the project activity follows and meets all the general eligibility requirements under GS4GG.
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



[bookmark: _Toc203500709][bookmark: _Toc215427502][bookmark: _Toc228281415]A.5.2. Host country eligibility criteria to be assessed
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Assess the Host country eligibility criteria refer to any specific requirements, restrictions, or conditions established by the host country where the VPA is located determine whether a carbon VPA is eligible for implementation within its jurisdiction. These criteria can vary widely depending on the VPA type and national policies.
[bookmark: _Toc203500710][bookmark: _Toc215427503][bookmark: _Toc228281416]A.5.3. Assessment of double counting risks
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Report how the compliance with the requirement relating to double counting contained in the product requirements was assessed based on the publicly available information and/or the information provided by the CME.
[bookmark: _Toc228281417]A.5.4. Demonstration of eligibility of the VPA (applicable for regular-case VPA)

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall validate whether the CME: 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the eligibility criteria as per section "General eligibility criteria" of GS4GG Principles & Requirements document. 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the Eligibility criteria of the applicable Activity Requirements.
· Describe how included VPAs will meet the eligibility criteria in Table 1 in the relevant Real case VPA.
A.5.5.	Compliance with eligibility criteria for inclusion of regular VPAs (Applicable for REAL-case VPA)
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate whether the CME: 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the eligibility criteria as per section "General eligibility criteria" of GS4GG Principles & Requirements document. 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the Eligibility criteria of the applicable Activity Requirements.
· Provide eligibility criteria to be complied with for each regular VPA submitted for inclusion.
[bookmark: _Toc203500711][bookmark: _Toc215427505][bookmark: _Toc228281419]A.5.6. Alignment with National Climate and Development Polices
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Report how the proposed VPA aligns with and supports the host country's policies, options and implementation plans of the host country, including its latest Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), Long-term Low Greenhouse Gas Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) if submitted, and the Paris Agreement's long-term temperature and climate goals.
[bookmark: _Toc203500712][bookmark: _Toc215427506][bookmark: _Toc228281420][bookmark: _Toc203500713]A.6. Compliance with start date, crediting period type and duration
[bookmark: _Toc215427507][bookmark: _Toc228281421]A.6.1. Compliance of VPA Start date
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall validate the references to the supporting evidence used to determine the VPA’s start date.
[bookmark: _Toc203500714][bookmark: _Toc215427508][bookmark: _Toc228281422]A.6.2. Assessment of expected operational lifetime of the VPA
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall validate the VPA’s expected operational lifetime and the supporting documents, including but not limited to the following:
1. Equipment technical specifications
2. Similar VPA benchmarks
3. Equipment warranty periods
4. Applicable regulations and permits
[bookmark: _Toc203500715][bookmark: _Toc215427509][bookmark: _Toc228281423]A.6.3. Compliance of VPA crediting period
[bookmark: _Toc228281425]A.6.3.1. Compliance with crediting period under GS4GG
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate that the proposed crediting period complies with GS4GG requirements. The crediting period shall not exceed the host country’s defined maximum length, where such limits exist, and shall also not go beyond the expected operational lifetime of the VPA if it is shorter than the defined or standard GS4GG crediting period.
SECTION B. [bookmark: _Toc203500716][bookmark: _Toc229655859]Application of methodology (ies)
· Explain how the application of the methodologies to the proposed VPA was assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements in the validation and verification standard. 
· Explain how the compatibility of the application of the methodologies with the methodological requirements that may be specified by the host Party.
[bookmark: _Toc203500717][bookmark: _Toc215427511][bookmark: _Toc228281427]B.1. Review of references to the methodologies
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall assess the references (including titles and version numbers, where available) for the selected methodologies applied to the VPA, any other relevant methodological or regulatory documents (such as additional standards, tools, and guidelines used in accordance with the selected methodologies), and any selected standardized baselines, where applicable. For referencing GS4GG-approved methodologies, the GS4GG methodology webpage shall be used.
[bookmark: _Toc203500718][bookmark: _Toc215427512][bookmark: _Toc228281428]B.2. VPA Assessment of applicability of methodologies
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall assess that the rationale provided by the project developer for the selection of methodologies, standardized baselines (if applicable), and other approved methodological regulatory documents is clearly justified and appropriate, and that the proposed VPA meets all applicability conditions of these documents.
[bookmark: _Toc203500719][bookmark: _Toc215427513][bookmark: _Toc228281429]B.3. Assessment of VPA boundary, sources, sinks and GHGs
B.3.1. Compliance with VPA boundary requirements
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall assess that the project boundary of the proposed VPA is clearly defined and appropriately described, including its physical delineation using GPS coordinates where applicable. For LUF VPAs, the VVB shall assess the provision and adequacy of vector files, as relevant.
B.3.2. Evaluation of baseline emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Report how sources and GHGs included in the VPA boundary for the purpose of calculating baseline emissions/removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.3.3. Evaluation of VPA emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Report how sources and GHGs included in the VPA boundary for the purpose of calculating project emissions/removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.3.4. Assessment of VPA spatial boundary, including assessment of any maps or remote sensing data based layers (if applicable)
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate that the spatial boundary of the VPA is clearly defined and appropriately supported. This includes reviewing any maps, GIS layers, or remote sensing–based data used to delineate the project area, where applicable. The VVB shall confirm that the spatial representation is consistent with the project description, methodology requirements, and any stated GPS coordinates or vector files.
[bookmark: _Toc203500720][bookmark: _Toc215427514][bookmark: _Toc228281434]B.4. Assessment of baseline scenario establishment and description 
B.4.1. Assessment of identification of the baseline scenario
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how the baseline scenario identified for the proposed VPA was assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.4.2. Evaluation of identification of BAU scenario or reference benchmark
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the Business-As-Usual Baseline (BAU) which is the plausible reference benchmark or scenario for GHG emissions or removals prior to or in the absence of the implementation of the proposed activity was assessed in accordance with the applied methodology.
[bookmark: _Toc203500721][bookmark: _Toc215427515][bookmark: _Toc228281437]B.5. Assessment of additionality demonstration
Explain how the demonstration of additionality of the proposed VPA was assessed in accordance with the applied methodologies, the applied standardized baselines and the applied methodological tools for demonstration of additionality, as well as baseline approaches and other methodological requirements, including additionality specified by the host Party and in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.5.1. Assessment of prior consideration
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall describe the evidence for prior consideration of the carbon revenue (if necessary) that was assessed and the process of cross-checking the evidence, including the real and continuing action; 
Also provide a validation opinion regarding whether the proposed VPA complies with the applicable requirements related to the prior consideration of the carbon revenue.
B.5.2. Assessment of regulatory surplus
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Ensure that the proposed VPA achieves mitigation beyond what is legally required, except when laws or regulations specifically incorporate the mechanism as an implementation tool. Consider any laws or regulations that mandate specific technological, performance, or management requirements for the VPA
B.5.3. Evaluation of avoidance of lock-in
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Ensure that the proposed VPA avoids locking in levels of emissions, technologies or carbon-intensive practices incompatible with locking in principle, including through assessment of the scale, lifetime, and emissions intensity of the VPA
B.5.4. Assessment of financial additionality or performance-based approach
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall confirm that additionality is demonstrated following the requirements of the applied methodology(ies) and/or standardized baseline and other applied methodological regulatory documents, as well as the additionality approaches specified by the host country.
B.5.5. Evaluation of common practice analysis
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall Verify the measure or technology implemented/deployed by the VPA is not already widespread through an analysis of the extent to which the proposed VPA type (e.g. Technology or practice) has already diffused in the relevant sector and region.
[bookmark: _Toc203500722][bookmark: _Toc215427516][bookmark: _Toc228281443]B.6. Addressing non-permanence and risk of reversals
Explain how the risk of non-permanence of GHG emission reductions or net Removals and the measures to address risks of reversals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.6.1. Review of summary of risk assessment
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall:
a. Review and verify the risk assessment every five years from the start of the first crediting period.
b. Confirm that the risk assessment has been revised in any of the following circumstances:
i. Concerns identified with the monitoring plan or risk assessment plan by the VVB or Gold Standard Secretariat;
ii. Occurrence of a reversal event that reveals additional risk factors not previously addressed;
iii. Changes in applicable national or regional regulations requiring consideration of new or inadequately addressed risk factors.
B.6.2.	Assessment of identification of risk of reversal
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall confirm that the risks of reversal are clearly identified and justified in line with the applied methodology, standardized baseline (if applicable), and other relevant requirements. This includes considering risks related to financial and management aspects, regulatory or political conditions, natural disturbances and extreme events, and potential impacts of climate change.

B.6.3. Evaluation of reversal mitigation plan
	[bookmark: _Toc203500723]Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


[bookmark: _Toc228281447][bookmark: _Toc228770006]The VVB shall confirm that, where risks of non-permanence are identified, a mitigation plan is in place and aligned with the applied methodological requirements. The VVB shall validate that the proposed measures adequately address the identified risks and are clearly described.

B.7. Assessment of BAU and baseline emissions/removals 
B.7.1. Evaluation of BAU emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate that the calculation of annual and total BAU emissions/removals is carried out in accordance with the applied methodology. This includes confirming that the correct equations are used, methodological choices and selected scenarios are clearly explained and justified, and assumptions lead to conservative estimates. Where sampling is applied, the VVB shall check that an appropriate sampling plan is defined in line with relevant standards. For project activities with multiple components, the VVB shall ensure calculations and justifications are provided separately for each component.
B.7.2. Evaluation of baseline emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall assess that the calculation of annual and total baseline emissions/removals is carried out in accordance with the applied methodology, including the use of appropriate equations, and that all methodological choices, selected options/scenarios, and calculation steps are clearly justified. The VVB shall assess that all assumptions and choices result in conservative estimates. Where sampling is applied, the VVB shall assess that a sampling plan is developed and described in accordance with the relevant standards for sampling and surveys. For proposed VPAs with multiple components, the VVB shall assess that equations and methodological justifications are applied separately to each component. The VVB shall further assess that ex-post calculations of baseline emissions/removals are appropriately provided for each year of the crediting period, as well as the total for the entire crediting period.
B.7.3. Assessment of annual difference between baseline and BAU emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall assess the calculation that shows the difference between annual and total BAU emissions/removals and baseline emissions/removals.
Confirm whether baseline emissions/removals are below BAU. This calculation shall remain fixed for the entire crediting period.
B.7.4. Evaluation of factors or quantitative methods for downward adjustment of baseline
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate that any factors or qualitative methods for downwards adjustment of baseline are applied in accordance with the standard for methodologies development and assessment of methodologies.
B.7.5. Evaluation of VPA emissions/removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Ensure that the calculation of annual and total project emissions/removals are provided as follows:
· Equations as per the applied methodology
· Justify the methodological choices, the options/scenarios selected and all steps to be undertaken for the calculations.
· Ensure that the assumptions and choices result in conservative estimates
· If sampling is conducted, develop a sampling plan and describe it in accordance with the standard for sampling and surveys.
If the proposed VPA contains more than one component, apply the equations and explanation of methodological choices for each component separately.
Follow these instructions to provide the ex-post calculation of project emissions/removals for each year of the crediting period and the total amount for the entire crediting period

B.7.6. Assessment of cross-effect
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall validate whether there are any cross effects exist between the technologies/ measures by following the instructions provided in Annex -1 Instruction for consideration of cross effects for the application of multiple methodologies for PoA of the PoA requirement; 
If cross effects exist, the VVB shall validate if they were into account in the calculation of GHG emission reductions or removals via: 
· A revision to the applied methodologies to take into account the identified cross effects; or
· An approval of deviation from the applied methodologies to take into account the identified cross effects
B.8.	Assessment of leakage emissions accounting
B.8.1. Assessment of sources of leakage
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall verify the instructions to be followed:
· List all potential sources of leakage that could be attributed to the VPA according to the selected methodology, standardized baseline, and other methodological documents. Describe how each source will be addressed.
· Consider relevant information about leakage from the host Party's DNA, where applicable and as specified by the methodological tool.
Provide justification for any leakage sources that are excluded from consideration.
B.8.2. Evaluation of leakage mitigation approach
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Assess the details as per the instruction below:
· Provide detailed information on how leakages are avoided and, when avoidance is not possible, how they are minimized or addressed, following the approaches specified in the applied methodologies.

B.8.3. Evaluation of leakage emissions
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Assess the details as per the instruction below:
· List all potential sources of leakage that could be attributed to the VPA according to the selected methodology, standardized baseline, and other methodological documents. Describe how each source will be addressed.
· Consider relevant information about leakage from the host Party's DNA, where applicable and as specified by the methodological tool.
· Provide justification for any leakage sources that are excluded from consideration

B.8.4. Evaluation of stratification and/or modelling approaches
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall validate that stratification and/or modelling approaches applied in VPA, if applicable, are clearly described and consistent with the selected methodology and relevant regulatory documents. The VVB shall confirm that the approach is appropriate for the VPA, properly justified, and correctly implemented.

[bookmark: _Toc228281459]B.8.5. Assessment of emission reduction or net removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how the equations and parameters applied to calculate GHG emission reductions or net Removals for the proposed VPA were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
[bookmark: _Toc228281460]B.8.6. Review of data and parameters fixed ex ante
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how each of the ex-ante parameters applied for the GHG calculations were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements of the applied methodologies, standardized baselines and the other applied methodological regulatory documents to calculate baseline emissions/removals, project emissions/removals and leakage as well as GHG emission reductions or net Removals in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
[bookmark: _Toc228281461]B.8.7. Review of summary of ex ante estimates of Emission reductions/net removals
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how the ex-ante estimates of baseline, VPA and leakage GHG emissions as well as GHG emission reductions or net Removals were assessed, including whether the estimates can be replicated, in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
[bookmark: _Toc203500724]B.9. Assessment of monitoring plan
B.1. 
B.2. 
B.3. 
B.4. 
B.5. 
B.6. 
B.7. 
B.8. 
B.9. 
B.9.1. Assessment of data and parameters to be monitored
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the data and parameters to be monitored or estimated upon implementation of the proposed VPA that are used in the equations to calculate GHG emission reductions or net Removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
B.9.2. Evaluation of sampling plan
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the sampling plan is assessed in accordance with the latest available standard for sampling and surveys for CDM/Article 6.4 mechanism activities.
B.9.3. Assessment of monitoring management system
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Please ensure that:
· The operational and management structure to be put in place to implement the monitoring plan.
· Provisions to ensure that data monitored and required for verification of GHG emission reductions or net Removals and issuance of Carbon credits/impact statement are kept and archived for at least two years after the end of the final crediting period or the last issuance of Carbon credits/impact statement, whichever occurs later.

B.9.4. Review of post crediting period monitoring plan
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


The VVB shall assess that, for VPAs involving removals, a monitoring approach is clearly described for the period following the end of the last active crediting period to identify and assess any reversals, in accordance with the requirements of the selected methodology and/or standardized baselines, as well as other applicable methodological and regulatory provisions.

SECTION C. [bookmark: _Toc203500725][bookmark: _Toc229655860]Safeguarding principles and Gender Sensitivity Assessment 
[bookmark: _Toc203500726][bookmark: _Toc215427520][bookmark: _Toc228281464]C.1. Review of summary of safeguarding principles & risks assessment
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> The VVB shall validate the information provided in the VPA DD and include its opinion in the validation report.

[bookmark: _Toc203500727][bookmark: _Toc215427521][bookmark: _Toc228281465]C.2. Evaluation of safeguarding principles & risks mitigation and monitoring plan
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> VVB shall assess whether the VPA has appropriately identified safeguarding risks and established adequate mitigation and monitoring measures. Review the Safeguarding Principles assessment, the risk categorization, proposed mitigation actions, stakeholder inputs, and the monitoring plan. Verify that all risks are addressed in line with Gold Standard requirements and that the monitoring plan is sufficient to track the effectiveness of mitigation measures. Provide means of validation, findings, and conclusions.
C.3. Assessment of data and parameters to be monitored
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Report how the data and parameters to be monitored or estimated upon implementation of the proposed VPA that are used in the equations to calculate GHG emission reductions or net Removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
SECTION D. [bookmark: _Toc203500728][bookmark: _Toc229655861]Gender equality assessment  
[bookmark: _Toc203500729][bookmark: _Toc215427523][bookmark: _Toc228281467]D.1. Review of gender equality assessment summary
Applicable to all VPAs Refer to requirement Gender Sensitive certification of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES for details.
Section C. [bookmark: _Hlk186866350]
Section D. 
D.1. 
D.1.1. Assessment of gender sensitive certification
D.1.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc228281468]Review of basic context
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Assess how the VPA comply with and support the host country's gender policies and national gender strategy.
Assess the following details:
· Relevant national gender policies and strategies that apply to the VPA
· Specific ways the VPAs align with these policies
· How the VPA strengthens or supports implementation of national gender commitments
· Verify the official policy documents where applicable 
D.1.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc228281469]Evaluation of gender specific safeguarding assessment
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> VVB shall assess the responses that address the following key aspects, as applicable to the VPA:
· Prevention Policies and Procedures
· Safety and Security Measures
· Work Burden Management
· Training and Awareness
D.1.1.3. Evaluation of gender specific consideration in stakeholder consultation 
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Please ensure that the following key aspects are followed, as applicable to the VPA:
· Target for women and marginalized group participation in consultations
· Detail how meeting formats, timing, and locations are adapted for inclusivity
· Resources provided to enable effective participation
D.1.2. Assessment of gender responsive certification
[Only applicable if the VPA is seeking Gender Responsive certification. Refer to requirement of latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES]
D.1.2.1. Evaluation of gender analysis and baseline determination
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Provide details of the gender analysis and baseline situation assessment methodology and outcome for targeted action area according to the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES. 
D.1.2.2. [bookmark: _Toc228575434][bookmark: _Toc228769927][bookmark: _Toc228770019] Assessment of VPA goals and measure change
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



>> The VVB shall assess that the monitoring framework includes VPA actions, gender-responsive targets, and performance indicators to track gender equality results against the established baseline, in accordance with the latest version of the GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES.
D.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc228281473]Review of gender equality monitoring plan
D.1.3.1. Assessment of parameters for gender-sensitive certification
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> The VVB shall explain how the data and parameters required for gender-sensitive certification are to be monitored.
D.1.3.2. Assessment of parameters for gender-responsive certification
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


[bookmark: _Toc203500731]>> VVB shall verify whether the VPA has conducted a gender analysis and baseline assessment in accordance with the latest GUIDELINE: GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES V2.0. Confirm that the VPA has established a monitoring framework with gender-responsive actions, targets, and performance indicators to track progress against the baseline.
SECTION E. [bookmark: _Toc229655862]Sustainable development contribution
E.1.	Review of sustainable development impact assessment summary
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



>> Report how the assessment of the sustainable development impacts was conducted as per the requirements of the SDG Impact tool.

E.2.	Assessment of SDG Contribution and Alignment
Section E. 
E.1. 
E.2. 
E.2.1. Evaluation of SDG contribution	
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Check how the assessment of the sustainable development impact was conducted as per the requirements of the SDG Impact tool.
E.2.2. Assessment of alignment with host country development plan
	[bookmark: _Toc203500734]Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


>> Assess how the VPA is directly contributing to different SDGs in line with the standard requirements and its contribution to at least one SDG goal/target from the list of SDGs the project activity contributes to, excluding SDG 13.
[bookmark: _Toc228281477]E.3. Review of monitoring plan
E.3. 
E.3.1. Assessment of SDG monitoring parameters
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



State how it was assessed that the monitoring plan of the activity-level SD indicators is in compliance with the requirements of the SDG Impact tool.

E.4. Assessment of disclosure of intended co-benefits
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall review any voluntary disclosed co-benefits to confirm that: 
· They are described clearly and consistently with the VPA-DD.
· They are presented as ancillary impacts and not as certified deliverables.
· No claims are made that could misrepresent co‑benefits as part of the certified product.
The VVB shall validate that the disclosure is transparent, plausible,  practical, reasonable and not misleading. The VVB shall also acknowledge in the report that the co-benefits are supplementary information and not part of the certified claims.
SECTION F. [bookmark: _Toc203500735][bookmark: _Toc229655863]Stakeholder Consultation assessment
Assess how the stakeholder consultation was conducted as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard. Summarize all concerns that were raised by stakeholders during the stakeholder consultations (including the stakeholder comments/feedback due to the VPA design change, if applicable) for which mitigation measures were proposed. Provide details on how the mitigation measure (s) will be monitored (if required or a commitment to stakeholders was made).
F.1.	Review of scope of consultations
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Assess how the scope of stakeholder consultation was identified as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard.
F.2.	Assessment of stakeholders invited
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Assess how the stakeholders were invited as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard.
F.3.	Evaluation of consultation modalities
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Assess how the modalities for the stakeholder consultation were identified as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard.
F.4. Review of summary of comments received
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Validate the summary of comments during stakeholder consultation as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard.

F.5. Evaluation of consideration of the comments
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Assess how the comments during stakeholder consultation were considered as per the requirements of the validation and verification standard.
F.6.	Assessment of grievance mechanism
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



This section requires the VVB to validate that the VPA has established a continuous input and grievance mechanism that is appropriate, functional, and accessible to all affected stakeholders. The VVB's role here is to confirm that the mechanism is correctly designed, formally established, adequately resourced, and meets all applicable GS4GG requirements before implementation begins.
SECTION G. [bookmark: _Ref208578778][bookmark: _Toc229655864]Validation of design changes - IF APPLICABLE
[bookmark: _Toc216415640]Extra sections could be added as per the VPA type/uniqueness

	Type of design change applicable

	☐ Corrections

	☐ Changes to the start date of the design certified crediting period

	☐ Update and/or make permanent changes to design certified monitoring plan

	☐ Changes to the VPA design



G.1.	Compliance with VPA-DD form
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Confirm the compliance of the revised VPA DD (both in tracked-change and clean versions) with the valid version of the applicable  template and the Template Guide for filling out the VPA DD form;
If a later version of the VPA DD form is used for preparing the revised VPA DD than the version used for the design certified VPA DD, confirm whether the information transferred to the later version of the form is materially the same as that in the design certified VPA DD.

G.2.	Evaluation of corrections
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how the corrections to the design certified VPA DD were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the corrections in the validation and verification standard.
G.3.	Assessment of changes to crediting period start date
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain whether the changes to the start date of the crediting period are within the allowable limits specified in the design change requirements and how it was assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the changes to the start date of the crediting period in the validation and verification standard.
G.4.	Evaluation of monitoring plan updates/changes
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain how the description of the monitoring plan for the proposed VPA were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard.
Explain how the data and parameters to be monitored or estimated upon implementation of the proposed VPA that are used in the equations to calculate GHG emission reductions or net Removals were assessed in accordance with the applicable requirements in the validation and verification standard, and where applicable, the standard for sampling and surveys.
Explain how the permanent changes from the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the permanent changes from the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents in the validation and verification standard.
G.5.	Assessment of changes to VPA design
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Explain how the changes to the VPA design of a design certified VPA were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the changes to the VPA design in the validation and verification standard.
SECTION H. [bookmark: _Ref208578803][bookmark: _Toc229655865]Validation of design certification renewal – IF APPLICABLE
	Start date and end date of the previous crediting period
	DD/MM/YYYY – DD/MM/YYYY

	Start date and end date of the renewed crediting period
	DD/MM/YYYY – DD/MM/YYYY

	Is there a delay in the renewal of crediting period?
	☐ Yes
☐ No 
Select the applicable option


	Extra sections could be added as per the VPA type/uniqueness
If the PoA requested approval of design changes together with the request for renewal of the crediting period of the design certified VPA, the VVB shall also validate the design changes in the Section G above.



H.1. Compliance with VPA DD form
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



Explain whether the information transferred to the later valid version of the applicable  template, following the instructions in the Template Guide, is materially the same as that in the design certified VPA DD.

H.2. Assessment of changes in the VPA and relevant updates (if applicable)
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>




Explain how corrections to the VPA DD, effective from the start date of the new crediting period, were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the corrections in the validation and verification standard.
Explain how the permanent changes from the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents, effective from the start date of the new crediting, were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the permanent changes from the design certified monitoring plan, or permanent deviation of monitoring from the applied methodologies, standardized baselines or other methodological regulatory documents in the validation and verification standard.
Explain how the changes to the VPA design, effective from the start date of the new crediting period, were assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements related to the changes to the VPA design in the validation and verification standard.

H.3.	Evaluation of methodologies Application and standardized baselines
H.3.1. Assessment of application of methodological tools
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



· Explain how the application of the methodologies and the other methodological regulatory documents in the updated VPA DD was assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements related to the renewal of crediting period of VPAs in the validation and verification standard. 
· Explain how the compatibility of the application of the methodologies with the methodological requirements that may be specified by the host Party.
H.3.2. Assessment of application of standardized baselines
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



· Explain how the application of the standardized baselines and the other methodological regulatory documents in the updated VPA DD was assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements related to the renewal of crediting period of VPAs in the validation and verification standard. 
· Explain how the compatibility of the application of the standardized baselines with the methodological requirements that may be specified by the host Party.

H.3.3. Assessment of host party methodological requirements, if applicable
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



· Explain how the compatibility of the baseline approach identified for the VPA in the updated VPA DD with the baseline approaches specified by the host Party, if applicable, was assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements related to the renewal of crediting period of VPAs in the validation and verification standard.
· Explain how the compatibility with other methodological requirements specified by the host Party, if applicable, was assessed in accordance with applicable validation requirements in the validation and verification standard. 
H.3.4. Evaluation of deviations/revisions to methodology or methodological tool
>> If there is a deviation from the selected approved methodology or methodological tool,
determine whether CME had obtained a clarification from the Secretariate that such deviation
is acceptable in accordance with the GS requirements.
	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall explain how the equations and parameters applied to calculate GHG emission
reductions or net Removals for the proposed VPA were assessed in accordance with the
applicable Requirements in the validation and verification standard.

H.3.5. Assessment of monitoring plan
	Means of validation
	>> 

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall explain how the description of the monitoring plan in the updated VPA DD was assessed in accordance with the applicable validation requirements related to the renewal of crediting period of VPAs in the validation and verification standard.
H.3.6. Assessment of baseline validity or its update

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


Provide an assessment of whether the original baseline remains valid for the current
Monitoring period or whether an update is required. Clearly describe the means of validation
used (e.g., review of baseline conditions, regulatory changes, market changes, technological
developments).

H.3.7. Evaluation of ongoing financial needs
	Means of
validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



VVB shall validate whether the CME complied with the ongoing financial need requirements as given in the applicable methodology.
H.3.8. Assessment of the start date and duration of the next crediting period

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall assess whether the type and the length of the crediting period of the proposed VPA
are in line with those that may be specified by the host Party, and whether the start date of the
crediting period was determined as per the requirements of the GS4GG.

H.3.9. Assessment of eligibility of the VPA

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>



The VVB shall validate whether the CME: 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the eligibility criteria as per section "General eligibility criteria" of GS4GG Principles & Requirements document. 
· Describe how VPAs will meet the Eligibility criteria of the applicable Activity Requirements.
· For regular case VPAs: Describe how included VPAs will meet the eligibility criteria in Table 1 in the relevant Real case VPA.
· For real case VPAs: Provide eligibility criteria to be complied with for each regular VPA submitted for inclusion.
H.3.10. Review of VPA participants

	Means of validation
	>>

	Findings
	>>

	Conclusions
	>>


VVB shall verify whether the names of the VPA participants included in the updated VPA DD are consistent with the names of the activity participants in the latest version of the Cover letter.
[bookmark: _Toc229655866]PART V – Internal quality control
Provide information on the quality control within the validation team and in the validation process.
	No.
	Role
	Last Name
	First Name
	Technical competences (technical expertise and GS expertise – Yes/No)

	>>
	Internal Quality Control
	>>
	>>
	>>


Internal Quality Control process:
>> VVB shall explain the quality control process.
[bookmark: _Toc229655867]PART VI – VALIDATION OPINION 
	Final opinion
	☐ Positive
☐ Negative



>> The VVB shall provide the following details:
(a) A summary of the validation method and the process used, and the validation criteria applied. 
(b) A summary of the validation conclusions. 
(c) A statement on the validation of the estimated GHG emission reductions or net Removals. 
(d) A statement on whether the proposed VPA meets all applicable GS requirements.

GHG emissions reductions and removals validated according to the design document (VPA DD):

	year
	Estimated baseline annual GHG emissions.
(tCO2e)
	Estimated VPA annual GHG emissions.
(tCO2e)
	Estimated amount of annual GHG
emission reductions or Removals
(tCO2e)

	Year 1
	
	
	

	Year 2
	
	
	

	Year 3
	
	
	

	Year 4
	
	
	

	Year 5
	
	
	

	Year n (delete if N/A)
	
	
	

	Total estimated ERs
	
	
	

	Total number of crediting years
	
	
	

	Annual average over the crediting period
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Ref125613805]

[bookmark: _Toc203500743][bookmark: _Ref208578919][bookmark: _Toc229655868]Part vii - APPENDICES
[bookmark: _Toc229655869]Appendix 1: Abbreviations
	S.NO
	ABBREVIATIONS
	FULL TEXTS

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Use the table above to list all the abbreviations used in this report
[bookmark: _Toc229655870]Appendix 2: Competence of team members and technical reviewers
>> Provide documentation to substantiate the required competence of validation team members and technical reviewers. 
The VVB shall provide the following details in the validation report:
1. Details of the validation team, technical experts and internal technical reviewers involved, together with their roles in the validation activity and details of who conducted the on-site or remote inspection. 
2. Appointment certificates or curriculum vitae of the VVB’s validation team members, technical experts and internal technical reviewers for the proposed VPA which are not part of the Gold Standard Approved Auditor list at the time of start of the validation contract.

[bookmark: _Toc229655871]Appendix 3: Documents/Evidence reviewed or referenced
List of all applicable regulatory documents applicable to the audit and other supporting documents
	S.No
	Author
	Title
	Applicable version of the document
	Sources
	Provider

	1. 
	Gold Standard
	Principles and Requirements
	
	
	N/A

	2. 
	Gold Standard
	Stakeholder consultation and engagement requirements
	
	
	N/A

	3. 
	Gold Standard
	Safeguarding principles & requirements
	
	
	N/A

	4. 
	Gold Standard
	Design change requirements
	
	
	N/A

	5. 
	Gold Standard
	Validation and verification standard
	
	
	N/A

	6. 
	Gold Standard
	Site visit and remote audit requirements and procedures
	
	
	N/A

	7. 
	Gold Standard
	Validation & verification body requirements
	
	
	N/A

	8. 
	Gold Standard
	Community services activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	9. 
	Gold Standard
	Renewable energy activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	10. 
	Gold Standard
	Land-use & forests activity requirements
	
	
	N/A

	11. 
	Gold Standard
	Gold standard eligible impact quantification methodologies
	
	
	N/A

	12. 
	>>
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc229655872]Appendix 4: Findings
Section 1: CLs from the validation
	CL ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the VPA DD where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR, Select the applicable option

	Description of CL
	The VVB shall raise a Clarification Request (CL) if information is insufficient or not clear enough to determine whether the applicable GS4GG requirements and procedures have been met.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the CL.

	Documentation provided by PD
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the CL is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



Section 2: CARs from the validation
	CAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the VPA DD where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR, Select the applicable option

	Description of CAR
	The VVB shall raise a Corrective Action Request (CAR) if one of the following situations occurs: 
a. The CME(s) has made mistakes that will influence the ability of the proposed VPA to achieve real, measurable, verifiable and additional emission reductions/Removals and SDG impacts (e.g., establishment of inaccurate baseline scenario(s), implementation of incorrect/inapplicable methodological steps and/or data and parameter values for calculation of emission reductions and SDG impacts, adoption of erroneous estimations/assumptions for demonstration of additionality etc.)
b. The applicable GS4GG requirements and procedures have not been met (e.g., partial or complete non-compliance with applicable regulatory documents)
c. There is a risk that GHG emission reductions and SDG impacts cannot be monitored or calculated.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the CAR.

	Documentation provided by PD
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the CAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.




Section 3: FARs from the validation
	FAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the VPA DD where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
Select the applicable option

	Description of FAR
	The VVB shall raise a Forward Action Request (FAR) during validation to identify issues related to VPA implementation that require review during the first verification(s) of the proposed VPA, (e.g., confirm implementation status of the activity, establishing the technical specifications of the equipment installed, demonstrating compliance with relevant monitoring/measurement requirements etc.).

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the FAR.

	Documentation provided by PD
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the FAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



Section 4: FARs from preliminary review or other certification scope
	FAR ID
	Insert here

	Section no.
	Indicate the relevant section of the VPA DD where the issue was identified.

	Date
	Date should be in dd/mm/yyyy format.

	Status
	☐ Open
☐ Closed
☐ Turned to a FAR, Select the applicable option

	Description of FAR
	Describe the Forward Action Requests (if any) from the Preliminary Review stage.

	CME response
	Summarize the response or explanation addressing the FAR.

	Documentation provided by PD
	List or reference the documents submitted by the CME to support their response

	VVB assessment
	Present the assessment of the response and supporting evidence, concluding whether the FAR is satisfactorily addressed or if further clarification is required.



[bookmark: _Toc114608786][bookmark: _Toc114608830][bookmark: _Toc114608942][bookmark: _Toc124738104][bookmark: _Toc124772168][bookmark: _Toc124773590][bookmark: _Toc129689760]
Document Information 

	Version
	Date
	Description

	01.0
	15/05/2026
	Initial adoption

	
Published by Gold Standard

Contact Details
[bookmark: _Toc67201930][bookmark: _Toc67202067][bookmark: _Toc83140607][bookmark: _Toc83140680][bookmark: _Toc83220061][bookmark: _Toc83304815]The Gold Standard Foundation
International Environment House 2
Chemin de Balexert 7-9
1219 Châtelaine Geneva, Switzerland
Tel +41 22 788 70 80
Email help@goldstandard.org



[image: ][image: ][image: ]Climate Security and Sustainable Development







2
[image: ][image: ]Climate Security and Sustainable Development


image3.emf
%, Gold Standard

- -
v,‘n~ for the Global Goals











image1.emf










image2.emf










image4.emf










