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Instructions – Programme of Activity Design Document Ver. 3.0 	Release date 15/05/2026


Instructions for completing form PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITY DESIGN DOCUMENT (POA-DD)



	Programme ID
	Insert ID as GS XXXXX here

	Programme Title
	Insert POA title here 


Guidelines [Delete after filling this form]
1. Intended Audience & Purpose
This form helps developers complete a Programme of Activity Design Document (POA-DD) for Programme of Activity for Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) certification in a standardised format.
2. Use the below file naming requirement for submission to Gold Standard:
	Submission stage
	Naming format
	Details

	Preliminary Review, if applicable
	GSID_DRAFT_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_X
	DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to Gold Standard
X = Version number of POA-DD

	Design Review and Design Change
	GSID_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_X
	DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to VVB for validation
X = Version number

	Design Certification Renewal
	GSID_CPX_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_Y
	X = Crediting Period number
DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to VVB for CP renewal validation
Y = Version number of POA-DD



3. Submit POA-DD as non-editable PDF file only.
[bookmark: _Toc186208503]


General Instructions
Project Design Requirements
When completing this form for a Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) project, ensure compliance with the latest version of relevant requirements of Gold Standard for Global Goals Requirements: 
a. GS4GG Principles & Requirements 
b. Applicable Activity Requirements
c. Programme of Activity Requirements and Procedures
d. Selected GS-approved methodology(ies)
e. Any applicable Gold Standard Tools or Guidelines
f. Applicable Product Requirements 
Confidential Information
For confidential information: 
a. Prepare two versions for the POA-DD using this form,
b. Submit a public version with sensitive information redacted- where all parts containing confidential/proprietary information are made illegible (e.g. by covering those parts with black ink) to be made publicly available without displaying confidential/proprietary information
c. Submit a complete version for Gold Standard, its advisory committee, experts appointed by Gold Standard to conduct review as per GS4GG requirements
The information as per GS4GG requirement that cannot be marked confidential: 
a. Additionality demonstration
b. Methodology application
c. Sustainable development impacts, safeguarding information
d. Any data, values and formulae included in spreadsheets accessible
For personal information included in the POA-DD: 
a. Ensure compliance with applicable data protection and privacy regulations of the host country and GDPR through: 
a. Explicit consent from individuals
b. Appropriate consent mechanisms
Language Requirements
Use English for: 
a. All POA-DD sections and appendices
b. Supporting documents (with translations if originally in other languages)
Define all technical acronyms for first use
Document Format
Maintain the standard format: 
a. Complete this form keeping original fonts, headings, and logos and without any other alteration to the form
b. Do not modify or delete tables and their columns in this form. Add rows of tables as needed
Non-Applicable Sections
Clearly mark any non-applicable sections as "Not Applicable" 
General Guidelines
Use standard number formatting (e.g., 1,000.00)
Use date format (DD/MM/YYYY) for all dates
Include units for all numerical values
Key Terms
Common abbreviations: 
· Digital SDG Impact Tool: GS4GG online tool available here <https://sdg-tool.goldstandard.org/>
· GDPR: General Data Protection Regulation
· GHG: Greenhouse Gas
· GS4GG: Gold Standard for Global Goals
· MRV: Monitoring, Reporting and Verification
· NDC: Nationally Determined Contributions
· POA-DD: Programme of Activity Design Document
· PACM- A6.4: Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism – Article 6.4 of Paris agreement
· SDGs: Sustainable Development Goals
· tCO2e: Tonnes of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent
· Track-changes: Document version showing all modifications
· Clean version: Final document without edits markings
· VVB: Validation and Verification Body




















Section by Section Instructions

[bookmark: _Toc186441621]Key PROGRAMME information
	GS ID and Title of the POA/VPA
		☐ Programme of Activity
	Enter the unique GS4GG reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the POA
	Enter the title of the
POA

	☐ Real Case VPAs
	Enter the unique GS4GG reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the VPA
	Enter the title of the 
VPA




	Host country (ies)
	>> Enter the official name of the country where this project will be physically located and implemented. If multi-country PoA, include names of all countries for which real case VPAs have been submitted for listing or already listed

	Coordinating/managing entity
	>> Enter the Coordinating/managing entity’s name exactly as shown in the cover letter submitted to Gold Standard

	Project Participants and any communities involved
	>> Enter the name of the Project Participants and any communities involved

	Start Date of POA
	DD/MM/YYYY
GS VERs – start date of the PoA shall be the start date of the earliest included VPA.
GS CER PoA follows the definition of start date of a CDM PoA

	Design Certification date
	DD/MM/YYYY
The date of Design Certification is the last day of the 4-week Design Review period, even if the design review is concluded after this date.

	Start date of crediting cycle of PoA
	DD/MM/YYYY
This is the crediting period start date of the earliest VPA/CPA included in the PoA.

	POA-DD version number
	Enter the POA-DD version number

	POA-DD completion date
	Insert here in DD/MM/YYYY format

	VPA scale and type
	☐ Micro scale ☐ Small Scale ☐ Large Scale
>> Select the scale of the VPA as per GS4GG requirements and in compliance with applied methodology and product requirements

	
	☐ Small-holder activity [If applicable]
☐ Other [Please specify here, if applicable]

	Type of mitigation impact
	☐ Emission reductions 
☐ Removals 
☐ Emission reductions and removals 
>> Select the appropriate option based on the project type and nature of mitigation impacts i.e. GHG reductions and/or removals to be achieved by proposed activity

	GS4GG Activity requirement
	☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Community Services Activity
☐ Land-Use & Forests
☐ Agriculture
☐ Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands Activity Requirements
☐ Engineered removal
☐ NA (Select this if not covered under above categories)
>> Select the appropriate option based on applied GS4GG activity requirements

	Methodology(ies) applied
		Methodology title
	Version No. 

	E.g. - Sustainable Management of Mangroves
	E.g. - 1.0

	ADD as necessary
	Insert here

	
	

	
	
	

	>>Enter the methodology(ies)'s official title and version number in the format specified above.
>> For framework methodology, include both the framework methodology name and module, along with their corresponding version numbers.




	Product requirements applied
	☐ GHG Emissions Reduction & Sequestration
☐ Renewable Energy Label
☐ Core Carbon Principles Labelling
☐ [Reporting only]
>> Select the applicable GS4GG product requirement

	Estimated maximum annual amount of emission reductions/ net removals (over the PoA period) (tCO2e/year):
(Add/remove rows as necessary)
	>>Provide the annual emission reductions/removals estimates for the total crediting period.





Project iMpacT Summary



	Sustainable Development Contributions

	Summary of sustainable development contributions
	>> Check the SDGs that demonstrate your project's positive contributions.
>> Your project activity shall contribute to: 
• SDG 13 (Climate Action) plus at least 2 additional SDGs 
• One of your additional SDGs shall align with your host country's development priorities. For example: If your project contributes to SDG 13, SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), and SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), either SDG 7 or SDG 8 shall match your country's priorities.
Note: Your selected SDGs shall match those in your validated Digital SDG tool submission.
	Sustainable Development Goals

[Tick the box if the project is contributing to the selected SDG and monitoring plan for corresponding contribution has been developed otherwise leave it unmarked.]


	Confirm the host country's objective priority alignment

	☐ SDG 1: No Poverty
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 2: Zero Hunger
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 4: Quality Education
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 13: Climate Action
	Mandatory

	☐ SDG 14: Life Below Water
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 15: Life on Land
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals
	☐ Yes









	PoA Design Consultation

	Summary of PoA Design consultation 
		>>Complete this section based on your POA design consultation process.
>>Ensure your response aligns with the information in the Design Consultation Report.

	Key details 
	Confirmation 

	Did the CME conduct the PoA design consultation before the first submission to Gold Standard for Preliminary Review?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Was feedback on the design of the proposed PoA received from governments, relevant national authorities, NGO communities, and other relevant stakeholders?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	In the case of a multi-country PoA, did the CME conduct a separate PoA design consultation for each host country or a combined consultation for all countries?
	☐ Yes
☐ No 
☐ NA

	In the case of multi-country PoA, if combined PoA design consultation was organised, did the CME ensure that all relevant stakeholders as listed in para 4.4.1 of the Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement Requirements, from each host country were invited?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	Was the key PoA information shared with the stakeholders in electronic means or hard copies at least a week in advance of the physical meeting?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	Are all comments received during the PoA design consultations taken into account, incorporated or adequately addressed?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here

















	Benefit Sharing Arrangement (If applicable)
☐ Yes
☐ No

	Summary of Benefit sharing[footnoteRef:2] arrangement[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Benefit Sharing - Benefit sharing refers to intentional distribution of proceeds from carbon credits revenue, whether materialized or anticipated, among legitimate project participants for their contribution to mitigation or removal of GHGs. Benefit sharing may involve transfer of monetary and non-monetary incentives.
]  [3:  Benefit sharing mechanism refers to the methods followed to share both monetary and non-monetary benefits to the project participants. This includes determining the types and proportions of the benefits allocation and establishing the mechanism through which these benefits will be distributed.] 

		>> Answer the below questions based on your project's benefit sharing arrangement, if any

	Key details 
	Response 

	Does proposed activity currently have a benefit sharing mechanism in place for distributing proceeds from carbon credits revenue to project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Does the benefit sharing mechanism include monetary benefits for project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Does the benefit sharing mechanism include non-monetary benefits for project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Has the activity determined the specific types and proportions of benefits to be allocated to different participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Is there an established mechanism or process through which these benefits will be distributed to legitimate project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here
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[bookmark: _Toc220008813][bookmark: _Toc229409881]SECTION A. Programme of Activity description
A.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008814][bookmark: _Toc229409882]Programme of activity purpose and general description
Provide a brief description of the PoA including information on: 
i. The policy/measure or stated goal that the PoA seeks to promote 
ii. A framework for the implementation of the proposed PoA and inclusion of VPAs in the PoA 
iii. A confirmation that the PoA is a voluntary action by the coordinating/managing entity
iv. The geographical boundary(ies) of the PoA (e.g. municipality, region within a country, country or several countries) within which all VPAs that will be included in the PoA will be implemented (detailed description to be provided in section A.2 below).
v. The technologies/measures to be deployed and/or implemented by the VPAs that will be included in the PoA (detailed description to be provided in section A.3 below).
vi. The maximum annual amount of GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals expected to be achieved by CPs implemented in each of the host Parties that may be included in the PoA for the chosen crediting period.
A.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008815][bookmark: _Toc229409883]Programme of activity Location
	Host country (ies)
	>>Insert the name of host country

	Region(s)/State(s)/Province(s)
	>>Insert the name of the region(s)/state(s)/province(s).

	Cities/Towns/Communities
	>>Insert the city(ies)/town(s)/community(ies), street name and number

	Geographic Coordinates
	>> Insert geographic coordinates in degrees, minutes, and seconds (DMS) format e.g. 41°24'12.2"N and 2°10'26.5"E.

	Map of POA Location

	>>Insert an image containing a map that indicates the precise location of the proposed POA.


A.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008816][bookmark: _Toc229409884]Technology/Measures
A.3.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008817][bookmark: _Toc229409885]Current technologies/measures prior to VPA implementation
>> Describe the technologies/measures existing prior to the implementation of the VPA at the same site, as applicable, including:
1. Existing facilities, systems, practices and/or equipment: 
· List the facilities, systems, practices and/or equipment existing prior to the implementation of the VPA at the same site.
2. Types and levels of services: 
· Specify the services provided by the existing facilities, systems, practices and/or equipment (such as the amount of a certain type of cement produced, the amount of electricity fed into the electricity grid, the production of timber, fuelwood or other biomass/bio-based products, provision of ecosystem/ ecological services such as watershed protection, habitat conservation, combating land degradation/ desertification, etc.).
· Describe their relation, if any, to other facilities, systems and/or equipment outside the VPA.
3. Arrangement of existing facilities: 
· Explain the arrangement of the existing facilities, systems, practices and/or
4. Age and lifetime of existing equipment: 
· Provide the age and average lifetime of the existing equipment based on the manufacturer’s specifications and industry standards.
5. Installed capacities, load factors and efficiencies: 
· Provide the installed capacities, load factors and efficiencies of the existing
6. Energy and mass flows: 
· Describe the energy and mass flows and balances of the existing facilities, systems and/or equipment, if necessary.
7. Monitoring equipment: 
· Specify the monitoring equipment and their location in the systems
A.3.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008818][bookmark: _Toc229409886]VPA technologies/measures to be implemented/deployed
>>Describe the technologies/measures to be deployed and/or implemented by the VPA, including:
1. Facilities, system, practices and/or equipment: 
· List the facilities, systems, practices and/or equipment that will be installed and/or modified by the VPA.
2. Types and level of services: 
· Specify the services provided by the facilities, systems, practices and/or equipment (e.g. the amount of a certain type of cement produced or the amount of electricity fed into the electricity grid).
· Describe their relation, if any, to other facilities, systems and equipment outside the VPA.
3. Arrangement of facilities: 
· Explain the arrangement of the facilities, systems, practices and/or
4. Age and lifetime of equipment: 
· Provide the age and average lifetime of the equipment based on the manufacturer’s specifications and industry standards.
5. Installed capacities, load factors and efficiencies: 
· Detail the installed capacities, load factors and efficiencies of the facilities.
6. Energy and mass flows: 
· Describe the energy and mass flows and balances of the facilities, systems and equipment, if necessary.
7. Monitoring equipment: 
· Specify the monitoring equipment and their location in the system.

A.3.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008819][bookmark: _Toc229409887]Existing/former project declaration
Declare, if applicable, whether there is an existing or former registered CPA/VPA under a registered Programme of Activity, under other international (CDM, PACM A6.4, other carbon crediting programme), regional, national, or subnational GHG mitigation crediting schemes at the same location as the proposed project - whether its crediting period has expired or not (referred to as "existing POA.")
	Is there an existing or former registered POA under CDM, PACM A6.4, or any other carbon crediting programme or under any international, regional, national, or subnational GHG mitigation crediting scheme at the same geographical location as your proposed POA?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


If an existing project exists at the same location, demonstrate that the proposed project activity:
1. Uses different measures, technologies, techniques, and/or resources than the existing project
2. Does not share or use any assets from the existing project
3. Use a different type of resource compared to the existing project.

If your answer to the above question is "Yes," please answer the following questions. Otherwise, proceed to the next section.
	a. Does the proposed activity use different measures, technologies, techniques, and/or resources compared to the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
	b. Can you confirm that your proposed POA does not share or use any assets from the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
	c. Does your proposed POA utilize a different type of resource compared to the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
A.4. [bookmark: _Toc220008820][bookmark: _Toc229409888]Project Financial Structure and Ownership
A.4.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008821][bookmark: _Toc229409889]Project funding sources and structure
>> Answer the following questions as per the project funding sources and structure to confirm the project financial viability and sustainability throughout its lifetime. 
	a. Has the CME secured source(s) of initial investment capital (equity partners, debt financing, grants, etc.)?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	b. What is the source of funding for project implementation? (Please specify: equity, debt, grant, etc.)


>> Briefly outline project funding sources. Include the main funding sources and their approximate percentages, as available. For example: This project is funded through a combination of 70% debt financing from Bank, 25% equity from our project developer/company, and 5% grant funding.
	c. Is any public funding involved in the project?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	d. Can the CME confirm that this does not constitute Official Development Assistance (ODA) diversion?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA


>> If Official Development Assistance (ODA) is provided to the project under the condition that the credits generated by the Project will be transferred, either directly or indirectly, to the donor country providing ODA support, it constitutes ODA diversion.
	e. Does the project involve any incentives or support from government such as government subsidies, tax credits, tax benefits, feed-in tariffs, grants or other financial support mechanisms? If Yes, please specify.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>> If yes, briefly describe specific details about the government incentives or support mechanisms available to the project. Include the type of support (subsidy, tax benefit, feed-in tariff, etc.), the government entity or program providing the support, the monetary value or percentage benefit provided, duration of the support (one-time, ongoing for X years, etc.), and any conditions attached to receiving this support. For Example: The project receives a 20% tax credit from the National Renewable Energy Authority under the Clean Energy Promotion Act of 2023, valid for the first 5 years of operation, conditional on meeting minimum renewable energy generation targets.
	f. Has the CME established financial arrangements for operational funding?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	g. Has the CME developed a financial sustainability plan for the entire crediting period?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	h. Does the project have expected revenue streams beyond carbon credits? If yes, please specify below
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>> If the project has revenue streams beyond carbon credits, please specify them here. Examples include sale of renewable energy to the grid, fees collected for waste management services, sale of agricultural/forestry products, and income from ecotourism activities. Include approximate percentage contribution of revenue streams to total project revenue where possible. For example, response: "Beyond carbon credits, the project generates income from selling organic compost produced from agricultural waste (40% of revenue)."

If necessary, provide further information to establish the project activity financial viability and sustainability throughout its lifetime. (Optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here
A.4.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008822][bookmark: _Toc229409890]Product ownership
>> Answer the following questions as per the product ownership arrangement to confirm the rightful ownership of the product.
	a. Is the CME the rightful owner of the emission reductions or removals generated by the project?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	b. Does the activity involve multiple participants or stakeholders with potential ownership claims to the emission reductions/removals? If Yes, please specify how ownership is clearly established
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>> If the project involves multiple participants or stakeholders with potential ownership claims to the emission reductions, the CME shall clearly establish and document how ownership rights are structured. If the project activity is implementation stage, the description should confirm the implementation plan following below guidelines. Consider the following guidelines:
· Refer to methodology or applicable activity requirements if any specific requirements are outlined to describe ownership rights. In all cases where multiple participants or stakeholders are involved, describe:
· How all ownership arrangements are formalized through agreements such as contracts, memoranda of understanding, partnership agreements, or other agreements that explicitly confirm carbon credit ownership. The agreement must be valid and enforceable under the applicable jurisdiction, with clear provisions for dispute resolution and governing law.
· How consent was obtained from all relevant stakeholders acknowledging their understanding of ownership arrangements before project implementation or participation.
· If indigenous communities, local landowners, local communities, or farmers are involved, how the Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) principles were followed and documented at the earliest stage of engagement.
For example, a description may be: "The project has transferred ownership rights from multiple local farmers who are implementing agroforestry practices on their lands and agreed to participate in the proposed activity. The CME has established a comprehensive ownership structure through legally binding contracts with each farmer. These contracts clearly specify that carbon credits generated from activities on their land belong to the CME, while ensuring farmers receive fair compensation through the benefit-sharing mechanism. All farmers participated in multiple consultation workshops where the concept of carbon credit was explained in their local language, and independent legal advisors were made available to review contracts before signing. The project team has documented this FPIC process through meeting minutes, attendance records, signed consent forms, and video recordings of the consultation sessions. All documentation is stored securely and is available for verification by VVB during the validation process".

	c. Is the CME's project compliant with the host country's laws and regulations regarding carbon credit ownership?
	☐ Yes
☐ No



A.4.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008823][bookmark: _Toc229409891]Benefit Sharing Arrangement
>> 
· Reporting benefit sharing arrangement is fully voluntary in nature.
· The project developers may develop and propose benefit sharing arrangements to distribute proceeds from carbon credit revenue to other legitimate project participants. 
· They may be monetary or non-monetary benefits. The project developer may specify type and proportion of benefits to be allocated to different participants. 
· Project developers may also use established mechanisms or process through which these benefits may be distributed to legitimate project participants. 
· Such benefit sharing mechanisms are optional and not a mandatory requirement. 
· If there is no benefit sharing mechanism implemented, project developers can mention the same in the document.
A.5. [bookmark: _Toc220008824][bookmark: _Toc229409892]POA Eligibility Conformance
A.5.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008825][bookmark: _Toc229409893]Management System: 
Describe the operational and management system for the implementation of the PoA,
including:



A.5.1.1. Roles and responsibilities of personnel[footnoteRef:4] involved in the process of inclusion of VPAs, including a review of their competencies [4:  It is not necessary to specify the names of personnel, but the descriptions of functions are required.] 

>> A clear definition of roles and responsibilities of personnel involved in the process of
inclusion of VPAs, including a review of their competencies.

A.5.1.2. Records of arrangements for training and capacity development for personnel
>> Provide details about the records of arrangements for training and capacity development for personnel.

A.5.1.3. Procedure for technical review of inclusion of VPAs
>> Describe how the technical review of each proposed VPA is conducted to ensure compliance with the registered PoA requirements, applicable methodologies, and eligibility criteria prior to inclusion.

A.5.1.4. Procedure to avoid double counting
>> Describe here

A.5.1.5. Records and documentation control process for each VPA under the PoA
>> Describe here

A.5.1.6. Measures for continuous improvements of the PoA management system[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Improvements may include addition or restructuring of functions/posts for which approval by the Secretariat is not required as long as the CME is able to demonstrate to the VVB that the deliverables of the management system specified in the registered PoA-DD are fully met.] 

>> Explain what measures are taken for continuous improvement of the PoA management system.
A.5.1.7. Any other relevant elements
>> Describe here
A.5.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008826][bookmark: _Toc229409894]General Eligibility criteria
	Location of the project 
	Is the project activity limited to one host country?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	
	Justification: 
If the answer is "no," please provide justification here by referencing applicable deviation or rule update as available to register a multi- country project activity.
If answer is “Yes”, Select “NA/Not applicable”
	☐ NA

	Project area
	Has the project activity clearly defined its Project area in Section A.1. & A.2, above.
	☐ Yes

	Project boundary
	Has the project activity clearly identified its Project boundary? Provide an explanation in section B.4 below.  
	☐ Yes

	Project area overlaps 
	Does your project area overlap with any other Gold Standard or voluntary/compliance standard programme projects?

	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Host Country Requirements  

	Has the CME secured all necessary rights, licenses, or permits required for the project implementation and carbon credit issuance?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


To respond to the above question about securing necessary rights, licenses, or permits, consider the following guidelines:
· The CME shall demonstrate they have secured (or have a clear plan to secure) all legal rights and permissions required for implementing the project and generating carbon credits. This includes all permits required by local, regional, and national laws and regulations (construction permits, environmental permits, operational licenses, etc.); any specific authorizations needed for carbon credit generation under the host country's regulations; land use rights or concessions, if applicable to the project type; rights to natural resources that the project may utilize; and intellectual property rights for any technologies being implemented.
· When answering "Yes" to this question, list all permits, licenses, and authorizations obtained; provide documentation to VVB demonstrating these rights have been secured; indicate the validity period of these permits/licenses; and explain any pending authorizations and the timeline for obtaining them.
· If answering "No," clearly explains which permits/licenses are still pending, the timeline and process for obtaining them. 
· Note that full project implementation and credit issuance cannot proceed without securing all necessary legal rights and permissions.

	Host Country Requirements - carbon credit ownership
	Has the CME addressed compliance with carbon market legislation, registry requirements, and Article 6 provisions??
	☐ Yes
☐ No


To answer this question about compliance with the host country laws regarding carbon credit ownership, consider the following:
· First, determine if the host country has specific legislation, regulations, or policies governing carbon credit ownership. This may include national carbon market frameworks or legislation, regulations regarding who can own, transfer or trade carbon credits, requirements for carbon project registration with national authorities, carbon credit export restrictions or authorizations needed for international transfers, and requirements related to corresponding adjustments under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement.
· If the host country has established relevant laws, clearly explain how the project complies with each applicable regulation. Provide references to specific laws, decrees, or policies.
· Include any approvals or authorizations obtained from relevant authorities or correspondence with government agencies confirming compliance.
· For all projects, indicate awareness of any pending legislation or regulatory developments that may affect carbon credit ownership in the future and how the project plans to remain compliant.
For example, where regulations exist, the description may be: "The project complies with all host country regulations on carbon credit ownership. Specifically, it follows the National Carbon Registry requirements established under the Climate Policy Act 2023, requiring registration of all carbon projects. The project received approval from the Ministry of Environment (letter reference ENV/2024/1234 dated 10/02/2024) confirming compliance with ownership regulations. The project has also secured the necessary authorization for international transfers under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (authorization number: A6/2024/0789)."
In cases where no specific legislation or regulations exist in the host country regarding carbon credit ownership, the description could be, for example:
“The host country currently does not have specific legislation or regulatory frameworks governing carbon credit ownership. In this context, the CME has conducted a thorough assessment of environmental law and property rights in the host country. While no specific carbon market regulations exist, the assessment confirm that the project complies with all applicable environmental laws, land use regulations, business operation requirements and applicable laws. Additionally, the CME is actively monitoring regulatory developments in the country to adapt to any future carbon market regulations”.
	Contact details 
	Has the CME provided the name and contact details of all Project Participants to Gold Standard via cover letter and Annex G?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	
	Are there any pending legal disputes, insolvency proceedings, or criminal notices related to the project activity or against the CME or any of its directors? if Yes, please provide details below.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


[bookmark: _Toc220008827]
A.5.3. [bookmark: _Toc229409895]Host country eligibility criteria
Host country eligibility criteria refer to any specific requirements, restrictions, or conditions established by the host country where the project is located that determine whether a carbon project is eligible for implementation within its jurisdiction. These criteria can vary widely depending on the project type and national policies. When addressing compliance with the host country eligibility criteria, consider the following:
· National carbon project approval frameworks or designated national authorities that must provide approval for the specific project type
· Sector-specific eligibility rules (e.g., restrictions on forestry projects in certain land categories, renewable energy eligibility based on capacity thresholds, or waste management project requirements)
· Project scale limitations or minimum requirements set by national authorities
· Geographic restrictions (e.g., projects only allowed in certain regions or outside protected areas)
· Technology specifications that must be met to qualify (e.g., specific efficiency standards for renewable energy projects)
· Documentation of how the project meets any national sustainable development criteria that are prerequisites for carbon project approval

Example 1: Project with Host Country Eligibility Restrictions
In Country X, all forestry carbon projects must comply with the National Forest Carbon Framework, which stipulates that projects can only be implemented on land classified as "degraded forest" or "deforested" for at least 10 years prior to project start. Projects must be registered with the National Climate Registry before implementation. Additionally, any projects in protected areas or indigenous territories require special permits from both the Environmental Ministry and Indigenous Affairs Department. The framework also mandates that projects must use only native species approved by the National Forestry Commission. The project complies with these criteria as evidenced by the degraded land classification certificate dated [date], registration confirmation with the National Climate Registry (Reg. #12345), and approved species list verified.

Example 2: Project with No Specific Host Country Eligibility Criteria
In Country Y, there are currently no specific eligibility limitations established for renewable energy projects. This has been confirmed through publicly available documentation. While the country has general renewable energy regulations regarding grid connection and environmental impact assessments, there are no specific additional requirements or restrictions for carbon crediting of renewable energy projects. The project fully complies with all general renewable energy regulations as evidenced by the grid connection permit (#54321) and approved Environmental Impact Assessment dated.

[bookmark: _Toc220008884][bookmark: _Toc229403214][bookmark: _Toc229409896]A.5.4. Double Counting Risks
CME shall identify potential double counting risks and implement appropriate safeguards in accordance with Gold Standard principles. CME shall provide clear information on potential existence of double counting and demonstrate how each form has been addressed, including: registration with other programs (with evidence of de-registration if previously registered elsewhere), project boundary overlap (documenting assessment of geographic/temporal overlaps with other carbon projects), no double issuance (describing monitoring systems that track all emission reductions), no double claiming with emissions trading programs (identifying any schemes in the project jurisdiction and explaining accounting measures), no double claiming of other environmental credits/certificates (explaining how carbon credits are differentiated from other certificates), and prevention of any other forms of double counting (outlining comprehensive audit systems and transparent stakeholder communication). Addresses for each category are below:
Types of Double Counting to Address
1. Project Registration (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 5.1.1): Declare any registration with other carbon programs, provide de-registration evidence if applicable, and submit signed declarations of exclusive GS registration
2. Geographical Overlap (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 3.1.8): Document boundary assessment, provide clear geographical delineation, and establish coordination mechanisms with adjacent projects
3. Double Issuance (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 6.3): Implement robust monitoring systems tracking all emission reductions, with clear attribution protocols and participant acknowledgement of certification restrictions
4. Emissions Trading Scheme Overlap (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 3.4.12): Identify all applicable schemes, assess sectoral overlap, and implement accounting measures aligned with Paris Agreement Article 6 requirements
5. Environmental Co-Benefits (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 5.3): Differentiate carbon credits from other environmental certificates and implement protocols preventing multiple monetization of the same attribute
6. Other form of double counting (Gold Standard for the Global Goals Requirements, Section 7.2): Establish audit systems, stakeholder communication protocols, and ongoing monitoring to address any emerging double counting risks
For each category, clearly state either "No risk identified" or describe specific risks and implemented mitigation measures.
A.6. [bookmark: _Toc220008828][bookmark: _Toc229409897]Alignment with National Climate and Development Polices
Explain how the proposed project aligns with and supports the host country's policies, options and implementation plans of the host country, including its latest Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), Long-term Low Greenhouse Gas Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS) if submitted, and the Paris Agreement's long-term temperature and climate goals.
A.7. [bookmark: _Toc220008829][bookmark: _Toc229409898]Start date, duration, and the crediting period
A.7.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008830][bookmark: _Toc229409899]POA period start date
Provide the POA start date in DD/MM/YYYY format, according to the "start date of the earliest included VPA" definition in the activity requirement. Include clear references of supporting evidence used to determine the POA start date.
A.7.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008831][bookmark: _Toc229409900]Date of first submission of PoA to Gold Standard
>> DD/MM/YYYY
State the date when PoA was submitted to Gold Standard for Preliminary Review.
A.7.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008832][bookmark: _Toc229409901]POA crediting period
A.7.3.1. Crediting period under GS4GG
	Start date of crediting period
	End date of crediting period 
	Duration
	Renewal frequency

	State the start date of the crediting period in the format DD/MM/YYYY
	State the start date of the crediting period in the format DD/MM/YYYY
	State duration in years (e.g. 15 years)
	State the renewal frequency as per GS4GG requirements (e.g. 5*3)

	Further details: include here
Include justification of selection of crediting period start/end date and duration





Section B. [bookmark: _Toc220008833][bookmark: _Toc229409902]Application of methodology (ies)
B.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008834][bookmark: _Toc229409903]References to the methodologies				
Provide the exact references (titles and version numbers where available) for:
1. Selected methodologies: List the methodologies chosen for the project
2. Other methodological regulatory documents: Include any additional standards, methodologies, tools, and guidelines used in accordance with the selected methodologies
3. Selected standardized baselines (if applicable): List any standardized baselines selected for the project
For reference to GS4GG approved methodology refer to GS4GG methodology page.
For references to A6.4 methodologies, methodological tools, standardized baselines approved by the A6.4 Supervisory Body, and host Party methodological requirements, consult the UNFCCC website.
	Methodology title
	Version
	Source
	Tools/Guidelines

	
	
	☐ Gold Standard
☐ CDM
☐ A6.4
☐ Other
	


[Add rows, as needed]
Describe the applicable Host Party requirements with the exact references (titles and version numbers where available) for:
1. Detail any applicable baseline approaches, methodological requirements, and additionality criteria specified by the host Party

	Host country criteria
	Source Version

	
	Reference document of host country requirement

	
	


[Add rows, as needed]
B.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008835][bookmark: _Toc229409904]Applicability of methodologies
[Copy and paste the below table. Fill a separate copy of the table below for each methodology and tool that will be used in this project.]
Explain why you chose the selected methodologies, standardized baselines, and other methodological regulatory documents approved by the Supervisory Body. Demonstrate how the proposed project satisfies all applicability conditions of these regulatory documents.
1. Applicability conditions of the methodology, standardized baseline, other methodological regulatory document:
· Copy the exact text from the methodology, standardized baseline, and other methodological regulatory documents (including tools) into the 'Applicability condition' column.
· In the 'Justification' column, explain how the proposed project complies with each applicability condition of the methodology, standardized baseline, and other methodological regulatory documents.
· Create separate tables for each methodology, tool, or standardized baseline.
· Add rows, as needed to address all applicability conditions of the methodology, standardized baseline, and other methodological regulatory documents
	Methodology/Tool Title
	>> Insert here. Copy and paste the table for each methodology and tool separately.

	Applicability requirements
	Justification

	Insert here the applicability condition in the methodological regulatory document or the methodological requirement specified by the host Party
	Insert here the Compliance of the project with the applicability condition in the methodological regulatory document or the methodological requirement specified by the host Party

	
	



>> Copy the above table and paste here
Host Country Requirements: For requirements specified by the host country, demonstrate how the proposed project meets all conditions.
· Copy the complete requirements text as specified by the host Party into the 'Applicability condition' column.
· In the 'Justification' column, explain how the proposed project complies with each requirement specified by the host country.
· Create separate tables for each methodology, tool, or standardized baseline.
· Add rows as needed to address all requirements specified by the host country.

	Host country requirements

	Applicability requirements
	Justification

	Insert here the applicability condition or methodological requirement specified by the host Party
	Insert here the compliance of the project with the applicability condition or the methodological requirement specified by the host Party

	
	



B.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008836][bookmark: _Toc229409905]Multiple technologies/measures
Where multiple technologies/measures and/or multiple methodologies are being applied, list all the combinations of technologies/measures and methodologies that will be used in the PoA. 
(See section 4.11.1.b. “Application of multiple small-scale methodologies” and 4.11.1.c. Application of multiple large-scale methodologies” of the 
Programme of Activity Requirements and Procedures for application of multiple methodologies). 
Cross effects must also be considered by demonstrating that: 
a) No GHG/SDG cross effects exist between the technologies/measures; or 
b) If cross effects exist, show how they will be taken into account in the calculation of GHG emission reductions/SDG Impacts at VPA level. 
(See Annex 1 of the Programme of Activity Requirements and Procedures for more information on GHG cross effects) 

B.4. [bookmark: _Toc229409906]Demonstration of additionality 
Describe how to ensure that the corresponding VPAs meet the requirements for demonstration of additionality that necessitates a robust assessment that shows the VPAs would not have occurred in the absence of the incentives from the mechanism, taking into account all relevant national policies, including legislation, and representing mitigation that exceeds any mitigation that is required by law or regulation.
B.4.1. Prior consideration 
All POA undergoing Design Changes to include new technologies/measures are required to demonstrate Prior consideration by submission timelines. Use this space to supply evidence that the:
i. time of first submission (preliminary review) is within one year of the POA start date, OR
ii. the request for Design Change approval is within one year of Design Change start date.
B.4.2. Regulatory surplus
Demonstrate that the proposed POA achieves mitigation beyond what is legally required, except when laws or regulations specifically incorporate the mechanism as an implementation tool. Consider any laws or regulations that mandate specific technological, performance, or management requirements for the POA.
B.4.3. Avoidance of lock-in
Demonstrate that proposed POA  avoids locking in levels of emissions, technologies or carbon-intensive practices incompatible with locking in principle, including through assessment of the scale, lifetime, and emissions intensity of the POA.
B.4.4. Financial additionality or performance-based approach
	☐ Financial additionality
	☐ Performance-based approach


[Select one option]
The additionality shall be demonstrated following the requirements of the applied methodology, the applied methodology(ies) and/or standardized baseline and other applied methodological regulatory documents, as well as the additionality approaches specified by the host country, if applicable.
1. Financial additionality can be provided either by: 
· Demonstration that the proposed POA would not have occurred in the absence of the incentives from the carbon revenue through an investment analysis (default approach); or
· Assessment of barriers to the implementation of the POA, such as financial and institutional barriers, first of its kind, taking into account all relevant national policies, including legislation and current practices within the activity sector and geographic area including Indigenous Traditional Knowledge and customary .To demonstrate additionality for the proposed project, thorough barrier analysis describe the barriers, including the reasons why investment analysis is not sufficient and include evidence of the barriers and how the mechanism will help overcome the barriers.
· Complement the investment or barrier analysis with a common practice analysis by demonstrating that the measure or technology is not already widespread through an analysis of the extent to which the proposed project type (e.g. technology or practice) has already diffused in the relevant sector and region.
· Ensure that the financial additionality is provided in accordance with the applied methodologies, standardized baseline, and other applied methodological regulatory documents, as well as the additionality approaches specified by the host country, if applicable.
2. Performance-based approach may be used as an alternative to the financial additionality subject to the requirements of the applied methodology.
Note that this section and section B.4 above are complementary. Some of the steps undertaken in one section may overlap with the steps undertaken in the other section depending on the procedures used to establish the baseline scenario and demonstrate additionality. In this case, replicate the same information in both sections and make a reference to the other section where the description is contained.
B.4.5. Common practice analysis
Demonstrate that the measure or technology implemented/deployed by the POA is not already widespread through an analysis of the extent to which the proposed project type (e.g. technology or practice) has already diffused in the relevant sector and region.
B.4.6. Demonstration of ongoing financial needs
Demonstrate how the POA complies with the ongoing financial needs at the time of the renewal in line with the requirements of the applicable methodology.

Section C. [bookmark: _Toc220008837][bookmark: _Toc229409907]Sustainable development contribution
Answer the following questions as per the approach followed. 
C.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008838][bookmark: _Toc229409908]Summary of sustainable development impact assessment
	Question
	Response

	1. Have you identified at least three SDGs - SDG 13 and two more?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	2. If you answered "Yes" to question 1, have you established a monitoring plan for each monitoring indicator?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	3. Have you completed the SDG Impact Assessment using the SDG Digital Tool?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	4. If you answered Yes to question 3, have you downloaded the final assessment results from the SDG Digital Tool?
	☐ Yes
☐ NA

	5. If you answered Yes to question 4, have you name the file using below naming convention and uploaded on to Gold Standard Assurance Platform.
File Name format: GSID_SDG_DDMMYYYY_VER_X where: 
· GSID = Project unique ID
· DDMMYYYY = Date of submission of file for validation to VVB 
· X = Version number of SDG assessment report downloaded from SDG digital tool and uploaded to Gold Standard Assurance platform

>> Insert the file name>>
	☐ Yes


C.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008839][bookmark: _Toc229409909]Summary of SDG contribution and alignment with host country objectives
Answer the following question as per the approach followed.
	Is the table below applicable to the POA?

If you have NOT used the SDG Digital Tool for completion SDG assessment, mark "Yes" and fill the table below. If you have used the SDG Digital Tool, mark "No” and skip the table below.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


C.2.1. SDG contribution	
	Sustainable Development Goals

[Mark “Yes” if the project is contributing to the selected SDG and monitoring plan has been developed for corresponding contribution otherwise leave it unmarked.]
	Confirm the host country's objective priority alignment

	☐ SDG 1: No Poverty
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 2: Zero Hunger
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 4: Quality Education
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
	☐ Yes

	☒ SDG 13: Climate Action
	Mandatory

	☐ SDG 14: Life Below Water
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 15: Life on Land
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals
	☐ Yes



C.2.2. Alignment with host country development plan
>> Describe the project's contribution to at least one SDG goal/target from the list of SDGs the project contributes to, excluding SDG 13.
Example: Alignment with Host Country Development Plan for SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth)
The project aligns with the National Development Strategy 2023-2028 through several key initiatives. The strategy focuses on employment generation by contributing to the national target of creating 500,000 new jobs by 2028, reducing youth unemployment by 25%, and advancing skills development. For economic diversification, we support the transition to renewable energy sector jobs, contribute to the 15% green economy growth target, and enhance local supply chain development. To achieve these objectives, the project creates over 200 skilled jobs in the renewable energy sector, implements vocational training programs for local youth and partners with local businesses for supply chain development.

Section D. [bookmark: _Toc220008840][bookmark: _Toc229409910]Contact information of CME
	Organization name
	Name of the organisation

	Country
	Name of the country the organisation belongs to

	Address
	Address of the organisation

	Telephone
	Telephone number of the organisation

	Mobile
	Any available mobile numbers of representative(s)

	E-mail
	Email ID of the representative(s)

	Website
	Organisation’s website

	Contact person
	Name of the representative contact person





Section E. [bookmark: _Toc220008841][bookmark: _Toc229409911]APPENDICES
DESIGN CHANGES
Please refer to the Design Change Requirements for more information on procedures governing Design Changes.
In the below section, the CME shall provide a description of the changes that might impact on the different aspects.

E1. Details of proposed or actual design change  
>> Provide the description of the proposed design change

E2. Describe the Impacts of design change on the following
a. Additionality
>>

b. Applicability of methodology and other methodological regulatory documents with which the project activity has been certified
>>

c. Compliance with the monitoring plan of the applied methodology
>>

d. Level of accuracy and completeness in the monitoring of the project activity compared with the requirements contained in the registered monitoring plan
>>

e. Scale of the POA 
>>

f. Stakeholder consultation
>>

g. Sustainable development criteria 
>>

h. Safeguarding assessment
>>

i. Compliance with applicable legislation
>>
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