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Instructions – Monitoring report, Ver 2.0   					                   Released on 15/05/2026






Instructions for completing report 
MONITORING REPORT
	Project ID
	Insert ID as GS XXXXX here

	Project Title
	Insert project title here 



Guidelines [Delete after filling this form]
1. Intended Audience & Purpose
This form helps developers complete a Monitoring report (MR) for Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) certification in a standardised format.
2. Use the below file naming requirement for submission to Gold Standard:
	Stage of certification cycle
	Naming format
	Details

	Performance Review
	GSID_MR_ MPX_DDMMYYYY_VER_Y
	DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to VVB for verification
X =Monitoring period number
Y = Version number



3. Submit MR to GS as non-editable PDF file only.
4. Reference Materials: Refer to section-by-section guidance provided in INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM - MONITORING REPORT to fill MR.



[bookmark: _Toc228481491]
General instructions
Compliance with requirements
When completing this form for a Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) project, ensure compliance with the latest version of relevant requirements of Gold Standard for Global Goals Requirements: 
a. GS4GG Principles & Requirements 
b. Applicable Activity Requirements
c. Selected GS-approved methodology(ies)
d. Any applicable Gold Standard Tools or Guidelines
e. Applicable Product Requirements
If you have any suggestions for improvement, or notice mistakes, please email help@goldstandard.org 
Confidential Information
For confidential information: 
a. Prepare two versions for the MR using this form,
b. Submit a public version with sensitive information redacted- where all parts containing confidential/proprietary information are made illegible (e.g. by covering those parts with black ink) to be made publicly available without displaying confidential/proprietary information
c. Submit a complete version for Gold Standard, its advisory committee, experts appointed by Gold Standard to conduct review as per GS4GG requirements
The information as per GS4GG requirement that cannot be marked confidential: 
a. Monitoring plan compliance
b. Sustainable development impacts, safeguarding information
c. Any data, values and formulae included in spreadsheets accessible and verifiable
For personal information included in the MR: 
a. Ensure compliance with applicable data protection and privacy regulations of the host country and GDPR through: 
a. Explicit consent from individuals
b. Appropriate consent mechanisms
Language Requirements
Use English for: 
a. All MR sections and appendices
b. Prepare all attached documents in English, or provide a full translation to English of the relevant sections of these documents if their originals were prepared in other language
Define all technical acronyms at first use
Document Format
Maintain the standard format: 
a. Complete this form keeping original fonts, headings, and logos and without any other alteration to the form
b. Do not modify or delete tables and their columns in this form. Add rows of tables as needed
Non-Applicable Sections
Clearly mark any non-applicable sections as "Not Applicable" and explicitly state that the section is left blank intentionally
General Guidelines
Use standard number formatting (e.g., 1,000.00)
Use date format (DD/MM/YYYY) for all dates
Include units for all numerical values
Key Terms
Common abbreviations: 
· BAU: Business As Usual
· Digital SDG Impact Tool: GS4GG online tool available here <https://sdg-tool.goldstandard.org/>
· GDPR: General Data Protection Regulation
· GHG: Greenhouse Gas
· GS4GG: Gold Standard for Global Goals
· MR: Monitoring Report
· MRV: Monitoring, Reporting and Verification
· NDC: Nationally Determined Contributions
· PDD: Project Design Document
· VPA-DD: Voluntary Project Activity Design Document
· PACM- A6.4: Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism – Article 6.4 of Paris agreement
· SDGs: Sustainable Development Goals
· tCO2e: Tonnes of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent
· Track-changes: Document version showing all modifications
· Clean version: Final document without edit markings
· VVB: Validation and Verification Body


[bookmark: _Toc228481492]Section by Section instructions

[bookmark: _Toc203135043][bookmark: _Toc228481493]KEY PROJECT INFORMATION
Programme of Activity Information – (delete below table if N/A)
	GS ID of Programme
	Please refer to the GS ID of the registered POA

	Title of Programme
	Please use the full title of the registered POA

	Version of POA-DD applicable to this monitoring report
	Some VPAs may refer to different versions of the POA-DD, ensure the correct version is used

	Name and GS ID of fully Validated VPAs (i.e. non-compliance check)
	Please include the details of all CPA/VPAs that have been fully validated (i.e. non-compliance check) along with the POA.  These CPA/VPAs are usually submitted at the time of POA design certification.  



Key Project Information
	GS ID of Project (s)
	Enter the unique Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) reference number with GS prefix and numerical ID that was assigned to the project during its initial Gold Standard submission

	Title of the project (s) covered by monitoring report
	Enter the title of all projects/VPAs. 

	Version number of the PDD/VPA-DD (s) applicable to this monitoring report
	Enter the PDD/VPA-DD version applicable to the monitoring period

	Version number of the monitoring report
	Enter the MR version number

	Completion date of the monitoring report 
	Enter the date when the completed MR was submitted to the VVB for final verification report

	Date of project design certification
	The date of Design Certification is the last day of the Design Review period (even if the review is concluded after this date).  
Please indicate dates for all projects/VPAs

	Date of Last Annual Report
	Indicate the date when the last annual report was provided. Note that Registered/Design Certified GS projects must submit an annual report or compete verification by the end of the next calendar year that follows the end of a verified monitoring period.

	Monitoring period number 
	Indicate if this monitoring period is the 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. of the crediting period

	Duration of this monitoring period 
	DD/MM/YYYY to DD/MM/YYYY 
(including both start and end dates)

	Coordinating and Managing Entity OR Project developer   
	The official focal point (s) for the project, which may also be the Project Developer

	Host Country
	Insert the name of host country

	Project scale and type
	☐ Micro scale ☐ Small Scale ☐ Large Scale

	
	☐ Small-holder activity [If applicable]
☐ Other [Please specify here, if applicable]

	Type of mitigation activity 
	☐ Emission reductions activity 
☐ Removals activity
☐ Emission reductions and removals activity

	Activity Requirements applied

	☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Community Services Activity
☐ Land-Use & Forests
☐ Agriculture
☐ Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands Activity Requirements
☐ Engineered removal
☐ NA (Select this if not covered under above categories)

	Methodology (ies) and/or standardised baseline applied and version number
	Methodology title
	Version No. 

	
	Insert applied methodology(ies) title 
	Insert version of applied methodology(ies) title

	
	ADD as necessary
	Insert here

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Product Requirements applied
	☐ GHG Emissions Reduction & Sequestration 
☐ Renewable Energy Label 
☐ Core Carbon Principles Labelling
☐ [Reporting only]


Table 1 - Sustainable Development Contributions 
[Check the tick box if relevant and fill in the amount and unit]
	Sustainable Development Goals Targeted
	SDG Impact 
	Amount Achieved
	Units/ Products

	SDG 13

	☐ Emission reductions
	
	

	
	☐ Removals
	
	

	SDG 5 for Gender responsive certification (Delete if not applicable).
	☐ Economic Empowerment Goals
☐ Social Empowerment Goals
	
	

	SDG 8 for Gender responsive certification (Delete if not applicable).
	☐ Economic Empowerment Goals
☐ Social Empowerment Goals
	
	

	SDG 10 for Gender responsive certification (Delete if not applicable).
	☐ Economic Empowerment Goals
☐ Social Empowerment Goals
	
	

	Insert new rows as necessary
	
	
	



Use the table to clearly summarise what GS Products and Certified Impact Statements are requested for issuance as per the monitoring plan in the Design Certified PDD/VPA-DD. Insert new rows as necessary.

Gold Standard Products 

Gold Standard Products can only be generated by following Product Requirements and/or a Gold Standard Approved methodology. Use Units or Products heading to state any Product you seek for each SDG – it is essential that you use the correct Product Name.  Include the relevant methodology and product requirements in the KPI table above.

Examples: SDG 13 - VER/CER/PER; SDG 7 - REL; SDG 3 – aDALY; SDG 6 – WBC

Certified Impact Statements

Clearly state the achieved SDG Impact (along with its Units) for certification.  If a Gold Standard Approved methodology is used (for example Gender Responsive Certification), include the relevant methodology in the KPI table above.


Table 2 – Product Vintages
	
	Amount Achieved

	Start Dates
	End Dates
	GS VERs
	Product B (if any)
	…

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Referring to the monitoring period start and end dates in the KPI table, divide the monitoring period into calendar years and calculate the amount of Product generated in each calendar year. Certified impact statements do not have a per credit issuance fee and therefore do not require vintages. Pay special attention to microscale projects that cap emission reductions based on the scale – the cap must not be crossed either in a calendar year or in a monitoring year.
Table 3 – Buffer contribution and vintage wise break up of GS VERs (applicable to only those projects where buffer contribution is required)

	Period within the monitoring period
	Total GS VERs
(tCO2e)
	Buffer percentage 
(%)
	Buffer
(tCO2e)
	Net GS VERs
(tCO2e)

	dd/mm/yyyy - dd/mm/yyyy
	Enter the gross volume of GS VERs generated in this calendar year segment, before any buffer deduction. This is the gross net emission reduction or removal figure for the period, calculated in Section E and reported in Table 2 for the corresponding vintage.
	Enter the buffer percentage applicable to this calendar year segment as determined by the project's certified Risks and Capacities Assessment Report.
	Calculate the buffer contribution for each period as: Column 2 × (Column 3 ÷ 100). Roundup to the nearest whole tonne.
	Calculate the net GS VERs for each period as: Column 2 − Column 4. This is the volume of verified emission reductions or removals available for issuance to the project developer after buffer deduction.

	Repeat based on the number of vintage years in the monitoring period
	
	
	
	

	Total 
	
	--
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



This table is applicable only to projects where a buffer contribution is required. Buffer contributions are mandatory for all LUF (Land Use and Forestry) and BCFW (Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands) projects, as well as any other project type where the applicable methodology or activity requirement prescribes a buffer pool contribution to account for non-permanence risk. If your project does not require a buffer contribution, mark this table "Not Applicable" and state why.

The table serves two purposes: it records the gross GS VERs generated in each calendar year of the monitoring period, deducts the required buffer contribution, and produces the net GS VERs eligible for issuance. The net GS VERs figure in the Total row of this table is the figure that will be issued to the project's registry account.
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[bookmark: _Ref49860651][bookmark: _Toc228481494]SECTION A. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
[bookmark: _Toc40962734][bookmark: _Toc228481495]A.1. General description of project 
[bookmark: _Toc40962735]>> Provide a brief summary of the project activity (Copy the information in the PDD/VPA-DD, if no changes have taken place to the project design)
[bookmark: _Toc228481496]A.2. Project location
	[bookmark: _Toc40962736]Host country
	>>Insert the name of host country

	Region(s)/State(s)/Province(s)
	>>Insert the name of the region(s)/state(s)/province(s).

	Cities/Towns/Communities
	>>Insert the city(ies)/town(s)/community(ies), street name and number

	Geographic Coordinates
	>> Insert Geo coordinates in Degrees, minutes, and seconds (DMS) format e.g. 41°24'12.2"N and 2°10'26.5"E.

	Map of Project Location

	>>Insert maps here


	


[bookmark: _Toc228481497]A.3. Reference of applied methodology and standardized baselines
[bookmark: _Toc40962737]>> Indicate the exact references (titles, versions and - where applicable – UNFCCC/PACM reference numbers) of:
i. Selected baseline and monitoring methodologies [e.g. Reduced Emission from Cooking and Heating (version 5.0)]
ii. Any methodologies or methodological tools to which the selected methodologies refer, where applicable 
iii. Any selected standardized baselines, where applicable
iv. Any mandatory GS Guidelines (e.g. Usage Survey Guidelines), where applicable

[bookmark: _Toc228481498]A.4. Crediting period of project 
A.4.1. Crediting period under GS4GG
	Start date of crediting period
	End date of crediting period 
	Duration
	Renewal frequency

	State the start date of the crediting period in the format DD/MM/YYYY
	State the end date of the crediting period in the format DD/MM/YYYY
	State duration in years (e.g. 5 years)
	State the renewal frequency as per GS4GG requirements (e.g. 5*3)

	Further details: include here 
Include justification of selection of crediting period start/end date and duration




[bookmark: _Toc40962738][bookmark: _Ref47706306][bookmark: _Ref49860659][bookmark: _Toc228481499]SECTION B. IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECT 
[bookmark: _Toc40962739][bookmark: _Toc228481500][bookmark: _Ref418094175]B.1. Description of implemented project 
[bookmark: _Toc40962740]>> Provide information on the implementation and actual operation of the project including relevant dates (e.g. construction, commissioning, start of operation). If the project activity consists of more than one site, describe the status of implementation and start date of operation for each site. If the project activity is implemented in phases, indicate the progress of the project activity achieved in each phase.

Clearly state if there have been any changes from the project design that was envisaged at Design Certified PDD/VPA-DD (for example technology types/specifications)
 
If applicable, declare information on any post-Design Certification changes to the project activity in B.2

[bookmark: _Toc228481501]B.1.1 Forward Action Requests 
>> Declare any Forward Action Requests from Design Certification (1st Monitoring Period) or previous Performance Certifications and briefly summarise how they have been addressed.

[bookmark: _Toc228481502]B.2. Post-Design Certification changes
[bookmark: _Ref418094308][bookmark: _Toc40962741][bookmark: _Toc228481503]B.2.1. Temporary deviations from the approved Monitoring & Reporting Plan, methodology or standardized baseline
[bookmark: _Ref418094311][bookmark: _Toc40962742]>> If a developer is temporarily unable to monitor the Design Certified activity in accordance with the monitoring plan in the PDD/VPA-DD, the applied methodologies, the applied standardized baselines or the other applied GS4GG regulatory documents, they must describe the nature, extent and duration of the non-conforming period in the monitoring report.  

Developers must apply conservative assumptions or discount factors to the calculations to the extent required to ensure that SDG Impacts will not be overestimated as a result of the deviation.  

Indicate details of any approval granted in line with the Deviations Request Requirements and Procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc228481504]B.2.2. Corrections
[bookmark: _Ref418094316][bookmark: _Toc40962743]>> Indicate whether any corrections to project information or parameters fixed at validation have been applied.

[bookmark: _Toc228481505]B.2.3. Changes to start date of crediting period 
[bookmark: _Ref418094322][bookmark: _Toc40962744]>> Indicate if a change to the start date of the crediting period has been approved that is relevant for this monitoring period.  
[bookmark: _Toc228481506]B.2.4. Permanent changes from the Design Certified monitoring plan, applied methodology or applied standardized baseline
[bookmark: _Ref418094327][bookmark: _Toc40962745]>> Indicate any material and permanent changes to the design of the project i.e. additionality, scale of the project, validity/applicability of the applied methodology, stakeholder consultation, sustainable development criteria and monitoring plan have occurred.
If there are such changes, list them providing the version number and completion date of the revised design certified (i.e. approved) PDD/VPA-DD for each and a copy of the approved Deviation Request Form or Design Change approval form.

Note that the first submission/request for Design Change approval to include new technology/measures must be within one year of the Design Change start date to be eligible for certification.
[bookmark: _Toc228481507]B.2.5. Changes to project design of approved project
>> Indicate any changes to the design of the project not included in B.2.1 or B.2.4. 



[bookmark: _Toc40962746][bookmark: _Ref47706319][bookmark: _Ref49860669][bookmark: _Toc228481508]SECTION C. DESCRIPTION OF MONITORING SYSTEM APPLIED BY THE PROJECT
>> Provide a description of the applied monitoring system in accordance with the description of monitoring system and the monitoring plan in the Design Certified PDD/VPA-DD.


[bookmark: _Toc40962747][bookmark: _Ref47706326][bookmark: _Ref49860677][bookmark: _Toc228481509]SECTION D. DATA AND PARAMETERS
[bookmark: _Ref418094907][bookmark: _Toc40962748][bookmark: _Toc228481510]D.1. Data and parameters fixed ex ante or at renewal of crediting period
[bookmark: _Ref418094911][bookmark: _Toc40962777][Copy the below table for each data or parameter]
	Parameter ID
	Insert the parameter ID in accordance with the methodology if available.

	Data/parameter
	Ensure that the name of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in sections E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below

	Description
	Ensure that the description of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in sections E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below

	Data Unit
	Ensure that the description of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below

	Equations referred
	Indicate in which equation(s) the parameter is used.

	Purpose of data
	☐ Baseline emissions/ removals
	☐ Project emissions/ removals
	☐ Leakage 
emissions
	☐ Other


	
	Select the applicable option.

	Value(s) applied
	· Provide the values of the parameter that is applied for the entire crediting period.
· Where a time series of data is used, where several measurements are undertaken or where surveys have been conducted, provide detailed information in Additional comments box below.
· Use one table to report multiple values referring to the same data or parameter.
· If necessary, include references to spreadsheets for additional data.

	Source of data
	☐ Measured
	☐ Other sources

	
	Tick the applicable box. ‘Other sources’ include official statistics, expert judgment, proprietary data, IPCC, commercial and scientific literature, etc.
For other sources, include references here with full details, for example publication year and link to the document

Ensure that the sources of data are provided so that they can be reviewed; The name and reference of the supporting documentation must match the quoted source for easy traceability during certification.  For example, Bp,y – the Source of Data could be described as the filename of the study containing the reported data e.g. Developer Name Baseline Survey results.xls.  Ideally the sheet (or page no. for documents) should also be referenced.  E.g. Developer Name Baseline Survey results.xls. (Summary Sheet) OR Baseline Study Report.pdf (page 14).  The aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process.  The version number need not be included as long as the filename is correct.

	Choice of data or measurement methods and procedures
	If the parameter is ‘Measured’, explain the measurement methods and procedures (e.g. which standards have been used), indicate the responsible person/entity that undertook the measurement, the date of the measurement and the measurement results.
If the parameter is from ‘Other sources’, indicate the source of the parameter and justify the choice of the data.

	Additional comments
	Insert additional comments that are necessary to the parameter



To compile information on the data and parameters that are not monitored during the crediting period but are determined before the registration of the project and remain fixed throughout the crediting period, use the instructions below to fill the table:
· Include data and parameters that are determined before the design certification of the project and remain fixed throughout the crediting period.
· Do not include parameters that are calculated with equations provided in the applied methodologies, methodological tools or standardized baselines.


>> Copy the above table and paste here
[bookmark: _Toc228481511]D.2 Data and parameters monitored
[bookmark: _Toc341456040][bookmark: _Toc40962778]Compile information about data and parameters monitored during the crediting period. Use the table below to record this information.

Include data and parameters that were monitored during this monitoring period as per the monitoring plan, including description of the monitoring activities and methods. Describe details in spreadsheets and, if appropriate, attach them to the monitoring report and provide the reference to the spreadsheets in this section.

For projects involving removals, demonstrate that the monitoring of removals was carried out based on data derived from measurements, sampling, remote sensing, third party sources and published literature that are robust and statistically representative, conservative, and take appropriate account of the associated uncertainties.

For projects involving removals, provide the data collected, including the remote sensing data, or if the data set is too large, a summary of the data and the indication of how the full data set can be accessed
[Copy the below table for each data or parameter]
	Parameter ID
	Insert the parameter ID in accordance with the methodology if available.

	Data/parameter
	Ensure that the name of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in sections E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below.

	Description
	Ensure that the description of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in sections E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below.

	Data Unit
	Ensure that the unit of the parameter matches with the information provided in the equations in sections E.1, E.2, E.3 and E.4 below.

	Equations referred
	Indicate in which equation(s) the parameter is used.

	Purpose of data
	☐ Baseline emissions/ removals
	☐ Project emissions/ removals
	☐ Leakage 
emissions
	☐ Other 


	
	Select the applicable option.

	Value(s) 
	Provide the values of the parameter that will be applied for the monitoring period
Use one table to report multiple values referring to the same data and parameter, if applicable.  It is essential a value is transparently reported in this document.

For projects applying Usage Survey Requirements and Guidelines (e.g. TPDDTEC) – please report the usage rates for each age group and the weighted average and show that the cap is applied correctly.

Wherever values are measured and capped by a methodology, both the measured and capped values used for calculations must be reported.  Measured values must be reported in brackets, for example:

WCFT – 4 litres per person (6.32)

	Source of data
	Ensure that the sources of data are provided so that they can be reviewed; The name and reference of the supporting documentation must match the quoted source for easy traceability during certification.

For example, Up,y – the Source of Data could be described as the filename of the study containing the reported data e.g. Developer Name Usage Survey results.xls.  Ideally the sheet (or page no. for documents) will also be referenced.  E.g. Developer Name Usage Survey results.xls. (Summary Sheet) OR Project Study Report.pdf (page 14).  The aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process. The version number need not be included as long as the filename is correct.

	Measurement methods and procedures
	Explain whether the approach to measuring the parameter, e.g. directly, via sampling, indirectly, interview with users, manual counting.
Indicate which accepted industry standards, or national or international standards, were applied, if relevant.

	Entity/person responsible	for the measurement
	Explain who has the responsibility to ensure the monitoring of the parameter, e.g. the plant operator, the electric utility, an external laboratory, etc.

	Measuring instrument(s)
	☐ Applicable
	☐ Not applicable 
(Select Applicable if an instrument is used for measurement)

	
	Type of instrument
	Indicate which type of instrument will be used for the monitoring (e.g. electricity-meter, weight-scale, gas analyser, etc) and whether it is certified to national or IEC standards.

	
	Accuracy class
	Indicate the exact or the minimum accuracy class of the measuring instrument.

	
	Calibration requirements
	1. Calibration procedures:
· Indicate the calibration procedures to be applied.
· Specify the responsible person/entity who/that will perform the calibration and whether the person/entity is accredited.
2. Calibration frequency:
· If the applied methodologies, applied standardized baselines, other applied methodological regulatory documents do not specify any requirements for calibration frequency for measuring equipment, follow these steps:
· Ensure that the equipment is calibrated in accordance with the local/national standards or the manufacturer’s specifications.
· If local/national standards or the manufacturer’s specifications are not available, international standards may be used
· Enter the frequency details below

	
	
	☐ Required [if required mention the frequency of calibration]
	☐ Months
	☐ Year

	
	
	
	>> Insert
	>> Insert

	
	
	☐ Not required 

	
	Location
	Indicate the location of the measuring instrument, e.g. substation, main gas line, entrance of the anaerobic digester, etc.

	Measurement intervals
	Specify the measurement interval of the parameter.
If the methodology or methodological tool does not specify the measurement interval, and if the parameter continuously impacts the GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals (e.g. quantity of fuel inputs, amount of heat or electricity produced, gas captured), measure continuously and record at appropriate intervals.

	QA/QC procedures
	Explain the QA/QC procedures employed, e.g. any cross-checking with data from other sources if the measured data has high levels of uncertainty.
Review the data collected, measures to prevent loss of data (backups), measures employed in case of erroneous reading, etc.

	Additional comments
	Provide any additional comment to the monitoring of the parameter that is not covered above.




>> Copy the above table and paste here for other indicators
[bookmark: _Toc228481512]D.3. Comparison of monitored parameters with previous monitoring period
	Data/Parameter
	Value obtained in this monitoring period
	Value obtained in previous monitoring period

	Fill in the Data/Parameter in section D2 above.
	Fill in the value obtained in this monitoring period for the parameter
	Fill in the value obtained in previous monitoring period for the parameter

	
	
	



Please state and compare monitored parameters in D.2 with the previous monitoring period.  Provide a short explanation for any values that have increased/ or are less conservative and also explain how this is not a systemic issue.

[bookmark: _Toc228481513]D.4. Implementation of sampling plan
>> If data and parameters monitored described in section D.2 above are determined by a sampling approach, provide a description of how the sampling for those parameters was implemented in accordance with the sampling plan in the Design Certified PDD/VPA-DD including the following information: 
(a) Description of implemented sampling design;
(b) Collected data;
(c) Analysis of the collected data;
(d) Demonstration that the required confidence/precision level has been met;
(e) Demonstration that the samples were randomly selected and are representative of the population.

Attach to the monitoring report any spreadsheets to present full calculations or detailed information.  Clearly reference the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary), the aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process.  

[bookmark: _Toc228481514]D.5. Monitoring and addressing reversals
>>
•	Explain how the reversals, if any, were monitored in accordance with the reversals risk mitigation plan as per section B.6 of the PDD/VPA-DD and with the monitoring plan as per sections B.8 of the PDD/VPA-DD and provide the results of the monitoring as per the requirements of the applied methodologies and other applied methodological regulatory documents and the relevant the GS requirements.
•	Provide records and logs of the observed events of the GHG release that have led to the reversal of removals along with a summary of the GHG release notification to the GS secretariat that were submitted during the period covered by the monitoring report.
•	Provide information on how the risks of reversals were addressed, consistent with the risk mitigation measures as per section B.6 of the PDD/VPA-DD.
•	Explain how the reversals, if any, were addressed in full

[bookmark: _Toc228478331][bookmark: _Toc228481515]D.6. Reporting of issued Planned Emission Reductions (PERs)
>> This section is applicable if PERs have been issued for the activity. This is applicable to only LUF sector projects or Blue carbon and Freshwater projects
[bookmark: _Toc228478332][bookmark: _Toc228481516]D.6.1. Comparison of issued PERs with Ex-post carbon removals
>>Insert text here

	Monitoring Period
	Total PERs issued
(including buffer)
(number)
	Total removals during this monitoring period
(before deduction of buffer)
(tCO2e)
	Difference
(GS VERs – PERs)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc228478333][bookmark: _Toc228481517]D.6.2 Analysis of performance shortfall 
If the issued planned emission reductions (PERs) are more than the activity’s ex-post carbon removal for a given monitoring period respond to the questions below: 
	Reason for performance shortfall
	>>Insert 

	Was the reason identified in the Risks and Capacities report?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Were appropriate risk mitigation measures taken against the identified risk as per the certified design and Risks and Capacities report?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Has the Gold Standard Secretariat been (standards@goldstandard.org) notified after identification of performance shortfall? If not, please provide the reason.
	☐ Yes
☐ No
>>Insert 


Refer to the Risk and Capacity Guidelines for reporting requirements. 

[bookmark: _Toc315189228][bookmark: _Toc317860226][bookmark: _Toc341474081][bookmark: _Toc228481518][bookmark: _Toc40962779][bookmark: _Ref47706333][bookmark: _Ref49860683][bookmark: _Ref204581351][bookmark: _Ref204581360][bookmark: _Ref204581369][bookmark: _Ref204581373]SECTION E. CALCULATION OF emission reduction/removal
[bookmark: _Ref315873983][bookmark: _Ref418095428][bookmark: _Toc40962780][bookmark: _Ref204581333][bookmark: _Ref204581339][bookmark: _Toc228481519]E.1. Calculation of baseline emissions
[bookmark: _Ref315873986][bookmark: _Ref418095432][bookmark: _Toc40962781]>>Provide sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate baseline emissions, applying actual values. Clearly reference the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and supply them as supporting evidence to the monitoring report. The aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process.
[bookmark: _Toc228481520]E.2. Calculation of project emissions
[bookmark: _Toc40962782]>> Provide sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate project emissions, applying actual values. Clearly reference the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and supply them as supporting evidence to the monitoring report. The aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process.  

[bookmark: _Toc228481521]E.3. Calculation of leakage emissions
[bookmark: _Toc40953319][bookmark: _Toc40953601][bookmark: _Toc40962783][bookmark: _Ref315873988][bookmark: _Toc40962784]>> Provide sample calculations for all formulae used to calculate leakage emissions, applying actual values. Clearly reference the spreadsheets used (including sheet names as necessary) and supply them as supporting evidence to the monitoring report. The aim is to direct the assurance providers to the information as quickly as possible, which will result in a quicker review process.
[bookmark: _Toc228481522][bookmark: _Toc40962785]E.4. Calculation of net benefits 
	SDG
	
	Baseline 
emissions (tCO2e)
	Project 
emissions (tCO2e)
	Leakage emissions (tCO2e)
	Net emissions (tCO2e) 

	13
	☐ Emission reductions
	
	
	
	

	13
	☐ Removals
	
	
	
	



Summarise the results of sections E.1, E.2, E.3 above for this monitoring period using the table. The project estimate should account for leakage, where applicable.  
List the estimates for each design certified SDG impact for each numbered SDG, starting with SDG 13 first.
The net benefit should be copied to Table 1 - Sustainable Development Contributions Achieved where the units and the full name of the SDG are given.

[bookmark: _Toc40962786][bookmark: _Toc228481523]E.5. Comparison of actual reduction/removal with estimates in approved PDD/VPA-DD  
	SDG
	Values estimated in ex ante calculation of approved PDD/VPA-DD 
for this monitoring period
	Actual values[footnoteRef:1] achieved during this monitoring period [1:  Whenever emission reductions are capped, both the original and capped values used for calculations must be transparently reported.  Use brackets to denote original values.] 


	13
	
	



Use the table to compare the validated estimated (ex ante) impacts for this monitoring period (i.e. this monitoring period number) with the values actually achieved. Note that different monitoring periods may have different estimates, with earlier years in the project tending to have lower impacts, reflecting roll outs/start up.  It is important to provide a like for like comparison.
Wherever emission reductions are capped, both the original and capped values used for calculations must be reported.  Original values must be reported in brackets, for example:

10,000 (11,124)

[bookmark: _Ref4665389][bookmark: _Toc228481524]E.5.1. Explanation of calculation of value estimated ex ante calculation of approved PDD/VPA-DD for this monitoring period
[bookmark: _Toc40962789]>>The estimated ex ante calculation may use slightly different assumptions than the monitored data.  Use this space to explain how the estimate was calculated – the aim of this comparison being to detect and understand any anomalous results as compared to what was validated
[bookmark: _Toc228481525]E.6. Remarks on increase in achieved reduction/removal from estimated value in approved PDD/VPA-DD
>> This section is only needed to be completed where the actual emission reductions or removals achieved during this monitoring period exceed the ex-ante estimate for the same period in the Design Certified PDD/VPA-DD. Its purpose is to provide the VVB with a transparent explanation of the cause of any over-performance, so that the VVB can assess whether the increase reflects legitimate project performance or a systematic error in the ex-ante calculation that may affect future monitoring periods. 

Please mark not applicable for afforestation and reforestation (A/R) project activities and for instances where the achieved SDG Impact is lower than the estimated value.

If this section is applicable, provide a clear explanation covering each of the following points.

a) State the magnitude of over-performance
Quantify the difference between the actual values and the ex ante estimate, both in absolute terms (tCO2e) and as a percentage. This should be consistent with the comparison table in Section E.5. For example:
"The project achieved 12,450 tCO2e during this monitoring period against an ex ante estimate of 10,800 tCO2e, an over-performance of 1,650 tCO2e (15.3%)."

b) Identify the cause
Explain specifically why actual values exceeded the estimate. Causes may include one or more of the following, identify all that apply and explain each:

· Higher than estimated activity level, for example, more stoves distributed than projected, greater electricity generation than modelled, higher uptake rate among eligible households
· More favourable monitored parameter values than assumed in the ex-ante calculation
· Conservative ex ante assumptions that have been superseded by actual data , for example, usage survey results showing higher adoption rates than the conservative default used in the PDD/VPA-DD
· Methodology update or correction, for example, application of updated emission factors that increase the calculated net benefit relative to the PDD/VPA-DD estimate
· Any other project-specific factor

The explanation must be specific enough for the VVB to independently verify it against the monitored data in Section D.

c) Confirm the over-performance is not a systematic error
Confirm whether the cause of over-performance is a one-time occurrence in this monitoring period, or whether it reflects a systematic difference between the ex ante assumptions and actual project conditions that is likely to recur in future monitoring periods. If it is likely to recur, state this explicitly and explain whether the ex ante estimate in the PDD/VPA-DD should be revised for future periods. Note that a persistent and material over-performance may be grounds for the VVB to recommend a Design Change to update the ex ante calculation.

d) Confirm no double counting of emission reductions
Where over-performance results in a total net emission reduction or removal that is materially higher than the certified ex ante value, confirm that the additional emission reductions are within the certified project boundary and are attributable solely to this project activity.
[bookmark: _Toc40962790][bookmark: _Ref47706347][bookmark: _Ref49860694][bookmark: _Toc228481526]SECTION F. SAFEGUARDS REPORTING
[bookmark: _Toc40962791]>> Provide a report on the Safeguarding principles that were added to the monitoring plan. Refer to parameter boxes in D.2. above where applicable.
The following should be included: 
(a) An update on the implementation including information on relative success and failures, or improvements to proposed mitigation measures 
(b) Monitoring and reporting on any key indicators identified, including against pre-set tolerances 
(c) Information on any assessment questions answered ‘Potentially’ or where Requirements call for regular re-assessment
[Fill this table for each identified risk and monitoring indictor, if Digital SDG Impact Tool is NOT used for completion of safeguarding assessment. Copy and paste the table below, if required]
	Monitoring indicator
	>> Insert the monitoring indicator

	Identified risk
	>> Insert the summary of identified risk. For example - Loss of agricultural land and potential threat to local food security

	Safeguarding Principles
	No. 
	>>Insert number of safeguarding principles e.g. 9
	>> Insert title here for example Environment, Ecology and Land Use

	Sub-principles, if applicable 
	No. 
	>>Insert number of safeguarding principles e.g. 9.8
	>> Insert title here for example Food security

	Description of the baseline scenario
	Describe the baseline conditions related to the identified risk and explain how the project might cause negative impacts. For example, The project site currently serves as agricultural land where local smallholder farmers grow staple food crops. While the proposed carbon credit project will help reduce emissions, it could negatively impact the community by converting productive farmland to non-agricultural uses. This conversion may reduce local food production and threaten food security in surrounding communities.

	Description of current situation
	Describe if the risk is mitigate, improved or still the same.

	Monitoring methods and procedures
	>> Insert here
To monitor and mitigate the risk of reduced food security, the project developer will monitor:
Agricultural production levels through annual farmer surveys
Household income changes from farming activities

	Entity/person responsible	for	the measurement
	>> Insert here for example Project manager

	Monitoring frequency
	>> Insert here. For example annual 

	QA/QC procedures
	>> Insert here. For example 
· Compare collected data against historical baseline measurements
· Cross-validate information using multiple data sources (surveys, market data)
· Conduct random spot checks to verify accuracy

	Additional comments
	>> Insert here for example - Corrective actions will be implemented if monitoring reveals negative impacts on food security.



>> Copy the above table and paste here


[bookmark: _Toc228481527]SECTION G. GENDER REPORTING
>> Provide a report on the Gender indicators that were added to the monitoring plan, where applicable.

G.1. Data and parameters to be monitored for Gender Sensitive certification
[Copy and paste the below table, if required]
	Monitoring indicator
	>> Insert the monitoring indicator. For example “Gender-related incidents reporting and resolution”

	Relevant gender issue 
	>> Describe the relevant gender issue that monitoring indicator is referring to. For example, “Sexual harassment, gender-based violence, discrimination, and exploitation in project activities”

	Achieved value
	>> describe the achieved value of the parameter relevant to the monitoring period

	Monitoring methods and procedures
	>> Insert here 

For example: 
“The project implements monitoring methods and procedures through several key systems. A standardised incident reporting system has been established using digital forms with fields for incident details, supported by an automated notification system for relevant authorities and a secure database for record keeping. Regular safety measures include monthly physical inspections of all project facilities, utilizing safety compliance checklists and thorough risk assessment documentation.
To ensure confidential reporting, multiple anonymous channels have been established, including a 24/7 toll-free hotline staffed by trained operators, and secure suggestion boxes placed at strategic locations. The project maintains active stakeholder engagement through quarterly meetings with women's groups and monthly safety committee reviews, with comprehensive documentation of all feedback and subsequent actions taken.”

	Entity/person responsible	for	the measurement
	>> Insert here for example Gender Safeguarding Officer in coordination with HR Manager

	Monitoring frequency
	>> Insert here. For example: Daily incident logging with Weekly status updates

	QA/QC procedures
	>> Insert here. For example:

“Our QA/QC procedures ensure data integrity through a multi-tier verification process. Incident reports are reviewed within 24 hours. Weekly database checks verify proper categorization and documentation.
Regular system testing includes monthly hotline checks, weekly inspection of suggestion boxes, and continuous portal monitoring. Internal auditors conduct bi-annual safety assessments, while monitoring staff receive quarterly training to maintain data quality standards.”


	How will the monitoring results be used to improve gender outcomes?
	>> Insert here. For example:

The improvement strategy involves continuously analysing incident patterns to identify systemic issues and emerging trends. Based on these findings, we regularly update policies and procedures to address gaps and strengthen preventive measures. We enhance prevention through improved security protocols, streamlined reporting mechanisms, and upgraded safety infrastructure. Staff training programs incorporate lessons learned through ongoing refinement. Support services are strengthened by expanding counselling resources, enhancing victim advocacy, and improving coordination with local support organisations.



G.2. Data and parameters to be monitored for Gender Responsive certification
[Copy and paste the below table, if required]
	Gender responsive indicator
	>> Insert the monitoring indicator

	Gender action  
	>> Insert the gender action from table 2 of the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES

	Gender goal 
	>> Insert the gender Goal from table 2 of the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES

	Goal category 
	Select the Goal from table 2 of the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES
☐ Economic Empowerment Goals
☐ Social Empowerment Goals

	SDG target category 
	Select the Target category from table 2 of the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES
☐ 1. Gender equality ☐ 2. Gender safeguarding

	SDG 
	Select the SDG from table 2 of the latest version of GENDER EQUALITY REQUIREMENTS & GUIDELINES
☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

	SDG target 
	Insert SDG target as per the selected SDG for example “8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value”

	Achieved value
	>> describe the achieved value of the parameter relevant to the monitoring period

	Monitoring methods and procedures
	Describe the baseline situation for the performance monitoring parameter

	Entity/person responsible	for	the measurement
	Insert here for example Project manager

	Monitoring frequency
	Insert here for example annual

	QA/QC procedures
	Describe the QA/QC procedure

	How will the monitoring results be used to improve gender outcomes?
	Describe the approach if monitoring information identifies any gaps. 



[bookmark: _Toc228481528]SECTION H. sustainable development contribution
[bookmark: _Toc228481529]H.1. Summary of sustainable development impact 
[bookmark: _Toc228481290][bookmark: _Toc228481530]H.1.1 Parameters – Sustainable development contributions
[Copy the below table for each data or parameter]
	Data/parameter
	Mention the parameter as contained in certified design 

	SDG
	Mention the SDG as contained in certified design 

	SDG target
	Mention the SDG target as contained in certified design 

	Description
	Mention the description of the indicator as contained in certified design 

	Data Unit
	Mention the unit of the parameter as contained in certified design 

	Equations/method applied 
	Mention the equation or the applied method as contained in certified design 

	Baseline value
	Mention the baseline value of the parameter as contained in certified design 

	Achieved value
	Mention the achieved value of the parameter during implementation

	Net benefit
	Calculate and report the net benefit of the indicator

	Source of data
	☐ Measured
	☐ Other sources

	Choice of data or measurement methods and procedures
	>> Insert here

	Additional comments
	>> Insert here



>> Copy the above table and paste here



[bookmark: _Toc40962792][bookmark: _Ref47706354][bookmark: _Ref49860701][bookmark: _Toc228481531]SECTION I. STAKEHOLDER INPUTS AND LEGAL DISPUTES 
[bookmark: _Toc40962793][bookmark: _Toc228481532]I.1. List all Inputs and Grievances which have been received via the Continuous Input and Grievance Mechanism together with their respective responses/mitigations. 
>>Insert text here
	Submitter of comment:
	Name of the person who raise the comment

	Date of receipt of comment:
	Date when the comment was recorded

	How comment was received:
	|_| Project grievance mechanism
	|_| GS Assurance Platform

	Link to comment (if relevant):
	Provide the weblink to the comments if available

	Summary of comment:
	Include all disputes, inputs and comments received via the approved CIGM 

	Summary of how the comment was addressed:
	Show how these were responded to and/or mitigated.  Please clarify any items that have not been fully addressed and that require follow up action.




[bookmark: _Toc228481533]I.2. Report on any stakeholder mitigations that were agreed to be monitored. 
[bookmark: _Toc40962796]>> Provide an update on mitigations proposed to stakeholders that were agreed to be monitored. Also present information on a review of the relative successes and failures of the ongoing stakeholder feedback mechanism and any proposals for improvement.

[bookmark: _Toc228481534]I.3. Provide details of any legal contest that has arisen with the project during the monitoring period
>> Gold Standard projects must be in compliance with the Host Country’s legal, environmental, ecological and social regulations. If a legal challenge has arisen that claims a project is not in compliance with regulation, the certification process must consider this.  Failure to transparently declare events taking place during a monitoring period may result in decertification.


[bookmark: _Toc228481535]SECTION J. BENEFIT SHARING
>>Where the proposed project has a benefit sharing mechanism in place for distributing proceeds from carbon credits revenue to project participants, use the table below to describe the benefit sharing that occurred during the monitoring period, in accordance with the validated Benefit Sharing Arrangement.
	Benefit Sharing Arrangement summary
	Summarize the Benefit Sharing Arrangement from the PDD/VPA DD by providing details on the project's benefit-sharing mechanism, specifically whether it includes both monetary and non-monetary benefits for project participants, the specific types and proportions of benefits allocated to different participants, and the established process or mechanism through which these benefits will be distributed to legitimate project participants.

	Benefit sharing during the monitoring period
	Describe the implementation of the Benefit Sharing Arrangement, including a summary of the outcomes that resulted from the Benefit Sharing Arrangement. 



[bookmark: _Toc228481536]Section K. Voluntary disclosure of co-benefits
>> In this section, project developer may report any additional co-benefits of the project which are beyond the certified SDG Impact as reported in section E above. This may involve any voluntary initiatives acting like enablers or second order SDG Impact. For example, if a project developer is using proceeds from the carbon revenue to clean the local water body, it may be reported here since it is not a direct impact of the project intervention but rather a voluntary initiative taken by project developer to contribute to community betterment. 
This shall be consistent with the co-benefits mentioned in the design certified VPADD/PDD.

[bookmark: _Toc228481537]SECTION L. Confirmation of avoidance of double issuance 

|_|	Select to confirm that the reported GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals being requested for issuance of GS VERs are not overlapping with any of the GHG emission reductions or net GHG removals regarding which credits have been or are intended to be requested under any other international, regional, national, subnational or sector wide GHG mitigation crediting scheme.
|_|	Select to acknowledge that if double issuance is detected, the verification by the VVB will result in a negative verification opinion, the request for issuance will be rejected by the GS Secretariat, or the amount of double issuance will be handled in accordance with GS procedures if the requested GS VERs have already been issued.
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