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PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITY DESIGN DOCUMENT (POA-DD)



	Programme ID
	Insert ID as GS XXXXX here

	Programme Title
	Insert PoA title here 


Guidelines [Delete after filling this form]
1. Intended Audience & Purpose
This form helps developers complete a Programme of Activity Design Document (POA-DD) for Programme of Activity for Gold Standard for Global Goals (GS4GG) certification in a standardised format.
2. Use the below file naming requirement for submission to Gold Standard:
	Submission stage
	Naming format
	Details

	Preliminary Review, if applicable
	GSID_DRAFT_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_X
	DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to Gold Standard
X = Version number of POA-DD

	Design Review and Design Change
	GSID_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_X
	DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to VVB for validation
X = Version number

	Design Certification Renewal
	GSID_CPX_POA-DD_DDMMYYYY_VER_Y
	X = Crediting Period number
DDMMYYYY = Date of submission to VVB for CP renewal validation
Y = Version number of POA-DD



3. Submit POA-DD as non-editable PDF file only.
4. Reference Materials: Refer to section-by-section guidance provided in INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM – PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITY DESIGN DOCUMENT to fill POA-DD.
[bookmark: _Toc186208503]



[bookmark: _Toc186441621]Key Programme information
	GS ID and Title of the POA/VPA
		☐ Programme of Activity
	GSXXXXX
	Insert here

	☐ Real Case VPAs[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Add the title and ID of the real-case VPA included along with the PoA design certification.] 

	GSXXXXX
	Insert here




	Host country (ies)
	Insert here


	Coordinating/managing entity
	Insert here

	Project Participants and any communities involved
	Insert here

	Start Date of POA
	Insert here in DD/MM/YYYY format

	Start date of crediting cycle of PoA
	Insert here in dd-mm-yyyy format

	POA-DD version number
	Insert here 

	POA-DD completion date
	Insert here in DD/MM/YYYY format

	VPA scale and type
	☐ Micro scale ☐ Small Scale ☐ Large Scale

	
	☐ Small-holder activity [If applicable]
☐ Other [Please specify here, if applicable]

	Type of the mitigation activity
	☐ Emission reductions 
☐ Removals 
☐ Emission reductions and removals 

	GS4GG Activity requirement
	☐ Renewable Energy
☐ Community Services Activity
☐ Land-Use & Forests
☐ Agriculture
☐ Blue Carbon and Freshwater Wetlands 
☐ Engineered removal
☐ NA (Select this if not covered under above categories)

	Methodology(ies) applied
		Methodology title
	Version No. 

	Insert here
	

	ADD as necessary
	

	
	

	
	
	




	Product requirements applied
	☐ GHG Emissions Reduction & Sequestration
☐ Renewable Energy Label
☐ Core Carbon Principles Labelling
☐ [Reporting only]



Project iMpacT Summary



	Sustainable development contributions

	Summary of sustainable development contributions
	
	Sustainable Development Goals

[Tick the box if the project is contributing to the selected SDG and monitoring plan for corresponding contribution has been developed otherwise leave it unmarked.]


	Confirm the host country's objective priority alignment

	☐ SDG 1: No Poverty
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 2: Zero Hunger
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 4: Quality Education
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
	☐ Yes

	☒ SDG 13: Climate Action
	Mandatory

	☐ SDG 14: Life Below Water
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 15: Life on Land
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals
	☐ Yes








	PoA Design consultation

	Summary of PoA Design consultation 
		Key details 
	Confirmation 

	Did the CME conduct the PoA design consultation before the time of the first submission to Gold Standard for Preliminary Review?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Was feedback on the design of the proposed PoA received from governments, relevant national authorities, NGO communities, and other relevant stakeholders?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	In the case of a multi-country PoA, did the CME conduct a separate PoA design consultation for each host country or a combined consultation for all countries?
	☐ Yes
☐ No 
☐ NA

	In the case of multi-country PoA, if combined PoA design consultation was organised, did the CME ensure that all relevant stakeholders as listed in para 4.4.1 of the Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement Requirements, from each host country were invited?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	Was the key PoA information shared with the stakeholders in electronic means or hard copies at least a week in advance of the physical meeting?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA

	Are all comments received during the PoA design consultations taken into account, incorporated or adequately addressed?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here

	
	



	Benefit Sharing Arrangement (If applicable)
☐ Yes
☐ No

	Summary of Benefit sharing[footnoteRef:3] arrangement[footnoteRef:4]   [3:  Benefit Sharing - Benefit sharing refers to intentional distribution of proceeds from carbon credits revenue, whether materialized or anticipated, among legitimate project participants for their contribution to mitigation or removal of GHGs. Benefit sharing may involve transfer of monetary and non-monetary incentives.
]  [4:  Benefit sharing mechanism refers to the methods followed to share both monetary and non-monetary benefits to the project participants. This includes determining the types and proportions of the benefits allocation, and establishing the mechanism through which these benefits will be distributed.] 

		Key details 
	Response 

	Does proposed activity currently have a benefit sharing mechanism in place for distributing proceeds from carbon credits revenue to project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Does the benefit sharing mechanism include monetary benefits for project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Does the benefit sharing mechanism include non-monetary benefits for project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Has your project determined the specific types and proportions of benefits to be allocated to different participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Is there an established mechanism or process through which these benefits will be distributed to legitimate project participants?
	☐ Yes
☐ No



Additional information (optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here
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[bookmark: _Toc220008869][bookmark: _Toc229403199]SECTION A. Programme of ActivitY description
A.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008870][bookmark: _Toc229403200]Programme of activity purpose and general description
>> Insert here
A.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008871][bookmark: _Toc229403201]Programme of activity Location
	Host country (ies)
	>>Insert the name here

	Region(s)/State(s)/Province(s)
	>>Insert the name here

	Cities/Towns/Communities
	>>Insert the name here

	Geographic Coordinates
	>>Insert the information here

	Map of POA Location

	>>Insert maps here


A.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008872][bookmark: _Toc229403202]Technology/Measures
A.3.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008873][bookmark: _Toc229403203]Current technologies/measures prior to VPA implementation
>>Insert text here
A.3.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008874][bookmark: _Toc229403204]VPA technologies/measures to be implemented/deployed
>>Insert text here
A.3.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008875][bookmark: _Toc229403205]Existing/former project declaration
	Is there an existing or former registered POA under CDM, PACM A6.4, or any other carbon crediting programme or under any international, regional, national, or subnational GHG mitigation crediting scheme at the same geographical location as your proposed POA?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


If your answer to the above question is "Yes," please answer the following questions. Otherwise, proceed to the next section.
	a. Does the proposed activity use different measures, technologies, techniques, and/or resources compared to the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
	b. Can you confirm that your proposed POA does not share or use any assets from the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
	c. Does your proposed POA utilize a different type of resource compared to the existing project at the same location?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
A.4. [bookmark: _Toc220008876][bookmark: _Toc229403206]Project Financial Structure and Ownership
A.4.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008877][bookmark: _Toc229403207]Project funding sources and structure

	a. Has the CME secured source(s) of initial investment capital (equity partners, debt financing, grants, etc.)?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	b. What is the source of funding for project implementation? (Please specify equity, debt, grant, etc.)


>>Describe here

	c. Is any public funding involved in the project?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	d. Can the CME confirm that this does not constitute Official Development Assistance (ODA) diversion?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ NA



	e. Does the project involve any incentives or support from government such as government subsidies, tax credits, tax benefits, feed-in tariffs, grants or other financial support mechanisms? If Yes, please specify.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here

	f. Has the CME established financial arrangements for operational funding?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	g. Has the CME developed a financial sustainability plan for the entire crediting period?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	h. Does the project have expected revenue streams beyond carbon credits? If yes, please specify below
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here

If necessary, provide further information to establish the project activity financial viability and sustainability throughout its lifetime. (Optional, maximum 500 words)
>>Insert here
A.4.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008878][bookmark: _Toc229403208]Product ownership
	a. Is the CME the rightful owner of the emission reductions or removals generated by the project?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	b. Does the project involve multiple participants or stakeholders with potential ownership claims to the emission reductions/removals? If Yes, please specify how ownership is clearly established
	☐ Yes
☐ No



>>Describe here

	c. Is the CME's project compliant with the host country's laws and regulations regarding carbon credit ownership?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here

A.4.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008879][bookmark: _Toc229403209]Benefit Sharing Arrangement
>>Insert text here
A.5. [bookmark: _Toc220008880][bookmark: _Toc229403210]POA Eligibility Conformance
A.5.1. [bookmark: _Toc229403211][bookmark: _Toc220008881]Management System: 
A.5.1.1. Roles and responsibilities of personnel[footnoteRef:5] involved in the process of inclusion of VPAs, including a review of their competencies [5:  It is not necessary to specify the names of personnel, but the descriptions of functions are required.] 

>> Describe here

A.5.1.2. Records of arrangements for training and capacity development for personnel
>> Describe here

A.5.1.3. Procedure for technical review of inclusion of VPAs
>> Describe here

A.5.1.4. Procedure to avoid double counting
>> Describe here

A.5.1.5. Records and documentation control process for each VPA under the PoA
>> Describe here

A.5.1.6. Measures for continuous improvements of the PoA management system[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Improvements may include addition or restructuring of functions/posts for which approval by the Secretariat is not required as long as the CME is able to demonstrate to the VVB that the deliverables of the management system specified in the registered PoA-DD are fully met.] 

>> Describe here

A.5.1.7. Any other relevant elements
>> Describe here
A.5.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008882][bookmark: _Toc229403212]General Eligibility criteria
	Location of the project 
	Is the project activity limited to one host country?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	
	Justification: 
	☐ NA

	Project area
	Has the project activity clearly defined its Project area in Section A.1. & A.2, above.
	☐ Yes

	Project boundary
	Has the project activity clearly identified its Project boundary? Provide an explanation in section B.4 below.  
	☐ Yes

	Project area overlaps 
	Does your project area overlap with any other Gold Standard or voluntary/compliance standard programme projects?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	Host Country Requirements  

	Has the CME secured all necessary rights, licenses, or permits required for the project implementation and carbon credit issuance?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
	Host Country Requirements - carbon credit ownership
	Has the CME addressed compliance with carbon market legislation, registry requirements, and Article 6 provisions?? 
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here

	Contact details 
	Has the CME provided the name and contact details of all Project Participants to Gold Standard via cover letter and Annex G?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	
	Are there any pending legal disputes, insolvency proceedings, or criminal notices related to the project activity or against the CME or any of its directors? if Yes, please provide details below.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


>>Describe here
[bookmark: _Toc220008883][bookmark: _Toc229403213]A.5.3. Host country eligibility criteria
>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc220008884][bookmark: _Toc229403214]A.5.4. Double Counting Risks
>>Insert text here
A.6. [bookmark: _Toc220008885][bookmark: _Toc229403215]Alignment with National Climate and Development Polices
>>Insert text here
A.7. [bookmark: _Toc220008886][bookmark: _Toc229403216]Start date, duration, and the crediting period
A.7.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008887][bookmark: _Toc229403217]POA  start date
>> DD/MM/YYYY
Insert text here
A.7.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008888][bookmark: _Toc229403218]Date of first submission of PoA to Gold Standard
>> DD/MM/YYYY
Insert text here
A.7.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008889][bookmark: _Toc229403219]POA crediting period
A.7.3.1. Crediting period under GS4GG
	Start date of crediting period
	End date of crediting period 
	Duration
	Renewal frequency

	
	
	
	

	Further details: include here



Section B. [bookmark: _Toc220008890][bookmark: _Toc229403220]Application of methodology (ies)
B.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008891][bookmark: _Toc229403221]References to the methodologies				
	Methodology title
	Version
	Source
	Tools/Guidelines

	
	
	☐ Gold Standard
☐ CDM
☐ A6.4
☐ Other
	


[Add rows, as needed]

	Host country criteria
	Source Version

	
	Reference document of host country requirement

	
	


[Add rows, as needed]
B.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008892][bookmark: _Toc229403222]Applicability of methodologies

[Copy and paste the below table. Fill a separate copy of the table below for each methodology and tool that will be used in this project.]
	Methodology/Tool Title
	>> Insert here

	Applicability requirements
	Justification

	Insert here the applicability condition in the methodological regulatory document or the methodological requirement 
	Insert here the Compliance of the project with the applicability condition in the methodological regulatory document or the methodological requirement 

	
	



>> Copy the above table and paste here

	Host country requirements

	Applicability requirements
	Justification

	Insert here the applicability condition or methodological requirement specified by the host Party
	Insert here the compliance of the project with the applicability condition or the methodological requirement specified by the host Party

	
	



B.3. [bookmark: _Toc220008893][bookmark: _Toc229403223]Multiple technologies/measures
>> Describe here
B.4. [bookmark: _Toc229403224]Demonstration of Additionality
[bookmark: _Toc229403225]B.4.1. Prior consideration 
	Is prior consideration 
	☐ Applicable
	☐ Not applicable 



>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc229403226]B.4.2. Regulatory surplus
>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc229403227]B.4.3. Avoidance of lock-in
>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc229403228]B.4.4. Financial additionality or performance-based approach
	☐ Financial additionality
	☐ Performance-based approach


[Select one option]

>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc229403229]B.4.5 Common practice analysis
>>Insert text here
[bookmark: _Toc229403230]B.4.6. Demonstration of ongoing financial needs
>>Insert text here

Section C. [bookmark: _Toc220008756][bookmark: _Toc220008894][bookmark: _Toc220008757][bookmark: _Toc220008895][bookmark: _Toc220008758][bookmark: _Toc220008896][bookmark: _Toc220008759][bookmark: _Toc220008897][bookmark: _Toc220008760][bookmark: _Toc220008898][bookmark: _Toc220008793][bookmark: _Toc220008931][bookmark: _Toc220008794][bookmark: _Toc220008932][bookmark: _Toc220008795][bookmark: _Toc220008933][bookmark: _Toc220008796][bookmark: _Toc220008934][bookmark: _Toc220008797][bookmark: _Toc220008935][bookmark: _Toc220008798][bookmark: _Toc220008936][bookmark: _Toc220008799][bookmark: _Toc220008937][bookmark: _Toc220008800][bookmark: _Toc220008938][bookmark: _Toc220008804][bookmark: _Toc220008942][bookmark: _Toc220008805][bookmark: _Toc220008943][bookmark: _Toc220008806][bookmark: _Toc220008944][bookmark: _Toc220008945][bookmark: _Toc229403231]Sustainable development contribution
C.1. [bookmark: _Toc220008946][bookmark: _Toc229403232]Summary of sustainable development impact assessment
	Question
	Response

	1. Have you identified at least three SDGs - SDG 13 and two more?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	2. If you answered "Yes" to question 1, have you established a monitoring plan for each monitoring indicator?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	3. Have you completed the SDG Impact Assessment using the SDG Digital Tool?
	☐ Yes
☐ No

	4. If you answered Yes to question 3, have you downloaded the final assessment results from the SDG Digital Tool?
	☐ Yes
☐ NA

	5. If you answered Yes to question 4, have you name the file using below naming convention and uploaded on to Gold Standard Assurance Platform.
File Name format: GSID_SDG_DDMMYYYY_VER_X where: 
· GSID = Project unique ID
· DDMMYYYY = Date of submission of file for validation to VVB 
· X = Version number of SDG assessment report downloaded from SDG digital tool and uploaded to Gold Standard Assurance platform

>> Insert the file name>>
	☐ Yes




C.2. [bookmark: _Toc220008947][bookmark: _Toc229403233]Summary of SDG contribution and alignment with host country objectives

	Is the table below applicable to the POA?

If you have NOT used the SDG Digital Tool for completion SDG assessment, mark "Yes" and fill the table below. If you have used the SDG Digital Tool, mark "No” and skip the table below.
	☐ Yes
☐ No


C.2.1. [bookmark: _Toc229403234]SDG contribution	
	Sustainable Development Goals

[Mark “Yes” if the project is contributing to the selected SDG and monitoring plan has been developed for corresponding contribution otherwise leave it unmarked.]
	Confirm the host country's objective priority alignment

	☐ SDG 1: No Poverty
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 2: Zero Hunger
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 4: Quality Education
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 5: Gender Equality
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
	☐ Yes

	☒ SDG 13: Climate Action
	Mandatory

	☐ SDG 14: Life Below Water
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 15: Life on Land
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
	☐ Yes

	☐ SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals
	☐ Yes



C.2.2. [bookmark: _Toc229403235]Alignment with host country development plan
>>Insert here




Section D. [bookmark: _Toc220008948][bookmark: _Toc229403236]Contact information of CME
	Organization name
	>> Insert here

	Country
	>> Insert here

	Address
	>> Insert here

	Telephone
	>> Insert here

	Mobile
	>> Insert here

	E-mail
	>> Insert here

	Website
	>> Insert here

	Contact person
	>> Insert here





Section E. [bookmark: _Toc220008949][bookmark: _Toc229403237]APPENDICES
[bookmark: _Toc229403238]DESIGN CHANGES
E1. Details of proposed or actual design change  
>> Provide the description of the proposed design change with relevant dates. 

E2. Describe the Impacts of design change on the following
a. Additionality
>>

b. Applicability of methodology and other methodological regulatory documents with which the project activity has been certified
>>

c. Compliance with the monitoring plan of the applied methodology
>>

d. Level of accuracy and completeness in the monitoring of the project activity compared with the requirements contained in the registered monitoring plan
>>

e. Scale of the POA 
>>

f. Stakeholder consultation
>>

g. Sustainable development criteria 
>>

h. Safeguarding assessment
>>

i. Compliance with applicable legislation
>>











-----------------------------------------------------------
Document Information 

	Version
	Date
	Description

	3.0
	15 May 2026
	· Structural changes
· Including reporting space for new requirements introduced in GS4GG such as PA-alignment requirements
· Specific reporting incorporated for aspects like safeguarding principles, stakeholder consultation, gender etc.
· Other editorial edits

	2.2
	14 April 2023
	Integrated the design change memo as annex of the document.

Editorial changes

	2.1
	31 May 2022
	Editorial changes and revisions

	2.0
	04 May 2022
	Key Project Information table revised to cater for the following information:
· Scale of PoA
· Title and GS ID of all real case VPAs included in the PoA
A new Management System section included 
Safeguarding Principles Assessment section removed
Outcome of PoA Level Stakeholder Consultation section revised in the following manner:
· Justification for Stakeholder Consultation at PoA Level Only section removed
A new Consideration of Stakeholder Comments Received section added

	1.1
	14 October 2020
	Hyperlinked section summary to enable quick access to key sections
Improved clarity on Key Project Information
Inclusion criteria table added
Clarification on POA level LSC and Safeguard Principles Assessment 
Improved Clarity on SDG contribution/SDG Impact term used throughout
Clarity on Stakeholder Consultation information required
Provision of an accompanying Guide to help the user understand detailed rules and requirements

	1.0
	10 July 2017
	Initial adoption

	
Published by Gold Standard

Contact Details
[bookmark: _Toc67201930][bookmark: _Toc67202067][bookmark: _Toc83140607][bookmark: _Toc83140680][bookmark: _Toc83220061][bookmark: _Toc83304815]The Gold Standard Foundation
International Environment House 2
Chemin de Balexert 7-9
1219 Châtelaine Geneva, Switzerland
Tel +41 22 788 70 80
Email help@goldstandard.org
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