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ANNEX AQ – MICRO-SCALE VALIDATION REPORT TEMPLATE
CONTENTS
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A. Brief Project Description

B. Objective Observers’ opinion

C. Details about the site-visit 

1. Team on site

2. Period of site-visit 

3. People interviewed

4. Means for interviews

D. Stakeholder Consultation Process 

1. Evaluation of the Local Stakeholder Consultation Process

2. Evaluation of the Stakeholder Feedback Round

3. Evaluation of the Continuous input / grievance mechanism implemented

E. Evaluation of the risks potentially associated with the project activity 

1. ‘Do no harm assessment’

2. Evaluation of the proposed mitigation measures

F. Evaluation of sustainable development related issues potentially associated with the project activity

1. Environmental issues

2. Social and economic issues

G. Sustainable Development Eligibility criteria for inclusion of a VPA to the PoA
	SECTION A. 
BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION


Please indicate the scheme applicable to the micro-scale activity:

1. Project activity is applying under the micro-scale scheme



(
2. Project activity is applying under the micro-programme scheme


(
Title of the Activity or VPA: 

Title of the PoA:

	Discuss the current status of the project activity and what will happen as per the project scenario. Briefly discuss the technology employed by the project activity. 



	SECTION B. 
OBJECTIVE OBSERVERS’ OPINION 


	Please provide an opinion as to whether the project activity is in line with The Gold Standard principles and should be validated.

(To be filled only in the event of the use of an Objective Observer)



	SECTION C. 
DETAILS ABOUT THE SITE-VISIT


(To be filled only in the event of the use of an Objective Observer)
i. Individual or team on site

	List Objective Observer(s) that went on site. Provide brief information about his/her (their) background and relevant skills.



ii. Period of site-visit

	Time period during which Objective Observer(s) was (were) on-site.




iii. People interviewed

	Provide the list of the individuals interviewed during the site visit and include relevant information on the group or organisation they represent.




iv. Means for interviews

	Describe the means used to interview individuals during site visit; e.g. one to one interactions, telephonic conversations, etc. 




	SECTION D. 
STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION PROCESS


(To be filled only in the event of the use of an Objective Observer)
	D. 1. 
Evaluation of the Local Stakeholder Consultation Process

Please discuss whether attendance was representative enough (both qualitatively and quantitatively), whether the comments raised have been answered and addressed appropriately, and summarise what the main outcomes were. 




	D. 2. 
Evaluation of the Stakeholder Feedback Round

Please discuss the comments raised or assess if any open issues raised by the stakeholders during the LSC have been addressed.




	D. 3. 
Evaluation of the Continuous input / grievance mechanism implemented

Please evaluate whether the approved/selected methods of Continuous Input/Grievance Mechanism from the LSC report / other consultations have been implemented on site. For retroactive projects check that appropriate means were used by the PP to reach out to relevant stakeholders and seek their feedback on the Continuous Input / Grievance Expression methods as there was no LSC conducted for retroactive projects. 




	SECTION E. 
Evaluation of the risks associated with the project activity 


i. ‘Do no harm’ assessment

[See GS Annex H for guidelines on safeguarding principles]
	Safeguarding principles associated with a medium to high risk
	Assessment of project risks breaching it 

(medium, high)
	Mitigation or compensation measure proposed by project proponents after discussion with Objective Observer(s)

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	Etc.
	
	


ii. Evaluation of mitigation or compensation measures proposed by project proponents

	Mitigation measure
	Comments 

	
	

	
	


	Section F.
Evaluation of sustainable development related issues potentially associated with the project activity


[See GS Annex I]
i. Environmental issues

	Does the implementation of the project activity contribute to any negative environmental impacts, (e.g. on air quality, water quality and/or quantity, soil condition, biodiversity or any other pollutant) compared with the baseline situation (i.e. current situation or most likely situation in the absence of the project activity)?




ii. Social and economic issues

Does the implementation of the project lead to any negative social and economic impacts e.g. was there any deterioration of livelihoods, or reduction in the quality and quantity of employment, compared with the baseline situation (i.e. current situation or most likely situation in the absence of the project activity)?

iii. Sustainability Monitoring Plan 
[See Toolkit section 2.4.3 and Annex I]
(Copy Table for each indicator being monitored)

	No
	

	Indicator
	

	Mitigation measure
	

	Repeat for each parameter
	

	Chosen parameter 
	

	Current situation of parameter
	

	Estimation of baseline situation of parameter
	

	Future target for parameter
	

	Way of monitoring
	How
	

	
	When
	

	
	By who
	


	SECTION G. Sustainable Development eligibility criteria for inclusion of a VPA to the PoA


(This section is applicable for micro-programme scheme only)
	Please discuss the compliance of the SD eligibility criteria for inclusion of the VPA as per the registered micro-programme. 




CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 

(To be filled only in the event of the use of an Objective Observer)
I, [insert full name], aged [insert age] years, residing at [insert full home address], and working for [insert company name], which is located at [insert company headquarters address], having been selected to serve as an Objective Observer on behalf of The Gold Standard Foundation, hereby certify and declare as follows:

Neither I nor anyone else having influence over me has an interest with any person or in any firm, corporation or other business entity that is involved in the assessed project activity “GS

” nor have I participated, directly or indirectly, by committee or as a consultant, advisor, employee, officer, director, agent, trustee, or otherwise, in the development, implementation, or administration of GS

. I further certify and declare that in no way do I have a bias in favor or against any person, firm, corporation or business entity involved with GS

, and I understand that such bias would disqualify me as an Objective Observer. If at any time during the evaluation process I should become aware of any interest or bias, I will report it immediately to The Gold Standard Foundation. 

For purposes of this declaration, I understand “interest” to include any consideration or other thing of economic value, including future consideration.

Name:













Signed this 


 day of 


 Year
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