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Explanatory information on how to complete the PDD and how to obtain Gold Standard registration can be found in the project developer’s manual available on the Gold Standard website.

This template of the PDD is applicable for micro-, small- and large-scale projects. Note that the shaded boxes present information on the Gold Standard VER project development procedures. Project developers should delete these shaded boxes when preparing their PDD. 
VOLUNTARY OFFSET PROJECTS

PROJECT DESIGN DOCUMENT FORM (GS-VER‑PDD)
Version 01 - in effect as of: January 2006)
CONTENTS


A. 
General description of project activity

B. 
Application of a baseline methodology 


C. 
Duration of the project activity / Crediting period 


D. 
Application of a monitoring methodology and plan


E. 
Estimation of GHG emissions by sources 


F. 
Environmental impacts

G. 
Stakeholders’ comments

Annexes


Annex 1:  Contact information on participants in the project activity

Annex 2:  Baseline information

Annex 3:  Monitoring plan

SECTION A. 
General description of project activity
A.1 
Title of the project activity
>>

Title: 

Version: 

Date: 

A.2.
Description of the project activity

>>

Please include in the description:
- the purpose of the project activity

- the view of the project participants of the contribution of the project activity to sustainable development (max. one page).
-the results from the sustainable development matrix
Section 3.4 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual provides guidance on the methodology for assessing the project activity against the indicators of the sustainable development matrix.

A.3. 
Project participants:

>>

	Name of Party involved (*) 

((host) indicates a host Party)
	Private and/or public entity(ies) project participants (*)

(as applicable)
	Kindly indicate if the Party involved wishes to be considered as project participant (Yes/No)

	
	
	


Please list project participants and provide contact information in Annex 1.
A.4. 
Technical description of the project activity:


A.4.1.  Location of the project activity:

>>

As specified in section 3.2.2. the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual, the project can be located in any country that does not have a quantitative reduction target under the Kyoto Protocol.


A.4.1.1.
Host Party(ies): 

>>



A.4.1.2.
Region/State/Province etc.: 

>>



A.4.1.3.
City/Town/Community etc:

>>


A.4.1.4.
Detail of physical location, including information allowing the unique identification 

of this project activity (maximum one page):
>>

A.4.2. Size of the project:
>>

Please specify the size of the project (micro-, small- or large-scale project) according to the thresholds described in the Introduction of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.

A.4.3.  Category(ies) of project activity:
>>

Please use the list of categories of project activities listed in Appendix A of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.

A.4.4.  Brief explanation of how the anthropogenic emissions of anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHGs) by sources are to be reduced by the proposed project activity, including why the emission reductions would not occur in the absence of the proposed project activity, taking into account national and/or sectoral policies and circumstances: 
>>

Please explain briefly how anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reductions are to be achieved (detail to be provided in section B) and provide the estimate of anticipated total reductions in tonnes of CO2 equivalent as determined in section E. Max. length one page.

Project participants should assess additionality in a conservative manner so as to avoid the crediting of business-as-usual activities. Please refer to the UNFCCC’s “Tool for the demonstration and assessment of additionality” (see http://cdm.unfccc.int/EB/Meetings/016/eb16repan1.pdf) as explained in section 3.3.2 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.


A.4.4.1.
Estimated amount of emission reductions over the crediting period: 

>>

Please indicate the chosen crediting period and provide the total estimation of emission reductions as well as annual estimates for the chosen crediting period in the following table.
	Years
	Annual estimation of emission reductions

in tonnes of CO2 e

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Total emission reductions (tonnes of CO2 e)
	

	Total number of crediting years
	

	Annual average over the crediting period of estimated reductions (tonnes of CO2e)
	


SECTION B. 
Application of a baseline methodology

Baselines must be constructed in a conservative manner in order to reduce the risk of artificially inflating the number of VERs received by a project activity. 
Section 3.3.4 of the Gold Standard Project Developer Manual provides further explanation on the interpretation of a conservative approach required for Gold Standard compliance.

Where project participants wish to propose a new baseline methodology (other than MethPanel, SSC WG or the UNDP MDG Carbon Facility  approved methodologies), please direct it to the Gold Standard TAC to be approved and validated.

B.1.
Title and reference of the approved baseline methodology applied to the project activity: 

>>

Please refer to the UNFCCC CDM web site (http://cdm.unfccc.int/), appendix C to the simplified M&P for the small-scale CDM project activities or UNDP web site (http://www.undp.org/mdgcarbonfacility/index.html) for the title and reference list as well as the details of approved baseline methodologies or use the Gold Standard references when a new validated methodology has been used..

Please note that the table “Baseline Information” contained in Annex 2 is to be prepared in parallel to completing the remainder of this section. 


B.1.1.
Justification of the choice of the methodology and why it is applicable to the project activity:

>>
Please justify the choice of methodology by showing that the proposed project activity meet the applicability conditions under which the methodology is applicable or the choice of submitting a new methodology to the Gold Standard TAC.
B.2.
Description of how the methodology is applied in the context of the project activity:

>>

Please explain the basic assumptions of the baseline methodology in the context of the project activity and show that the key methodological steps are followed in determining the baseline scenario. Provide the key information and data used to determine the baseline scenario (variables, parameters, data sources etc.) in table form.
B.3.
Description of how the anthropogenic emissions of GHG by sources are reduced below those that would have occurred in the absence of the registered VER project activity:

>>

Explanation of how and why this project is additional and therefore not the baseline scenario in accordance with the selected baseline methodology. Include 1) a description of the baseline scenario determined by applying the methodology, 2) a description of the project scenario including national policies relevant to the baseline, and 3) an analysis showing why the emissions in the baseline scenario would likely exceed emissions in the project scenario.
B.4.
Description of how the definition of the project boundary related to the baseline methodology selected is applied to the project activity:
>>

B.5.
Details of baseline information, including the date of completion of the baseline study and the name of person (s)/entity (ies) determining the baseline:

>>

Please attach detailed baseline information in Annex 2.

Please provide date of completion in DD/MM/YYYY.

Please provide contact information and indicate if the person/entity is also a project participant listed in Annex 1.

SECTION C. 
Duration of the project activity / Crediting period 

C.1
Duration of the project activity:


C.1.1.
Starting date of the project activity: 

>>

The starting date of a VER project activity is the date on which the implementation or construction or real action of a project activity begins.
The Gold Standard accepts projects that have been working towards GS VER registration after 1st January 2006.

C.1.2.
Expected operational lifetime of the project activity:

>>

Please state the expected operational lifetime of the project activity in years and months (e.g. 2y-4m).
C.2
Choice of the crediting period and related information: 

>>

Please state whether the project activity will use a renewable or a fixed crediting period and complete C.2.1 or C.2.2 accordingly.
Note that the crediting period may only start after the date of registration of the proposed activity as a VER project activity. 


C.2.1.
Renewable crediting period

>>

Each crediting period shall be at most 7 years for small- and large-scale projects and 7 years for micro-scale projects and may be renewed at most two times, provided that, for each renewal, the verifier determines and informs the Gold Standard that the original project baseline is still valid or has been updated taking account of new data where applicable;



C.2.1.1.
 Starting date of the first crediting period: 

>>

Please state the dates in the following format: (DD/MM/YYYY).
For a definition of the term “starting date”, please refer to the UNFCCC CDM web site.


C.2.1.2.
Length of the first crediting period:

>>

Please state the length of the first crediting period in years and months (e.g. 2y-4m).


C.2.2.
Fixed crediting period: 

>>

Fixed crediting period shall be at most ten (10) years for small, large and micro-scale projects 


C.2.2.1.
Starting date:

>>

Please state the dates in the following format: (DD/MM/YYYY).
For a definition of the term “starting date”, please refer to the UNFCCC CDM web site.


C.2.2.2.
Length: 

>>

Please state the length of the crediting period in years and months

SECTION D. Application of a monitoring methodology and plan

This section shall provide a detailed description of the monitoring plan, including an identification of the data and its quality with regard to accuracy, comparability, completeness and validity, taking into consideration any guidance contained in the methodology.

The monitoring plan is to be attached in Annex 3. The Gold Standard requirements for the monitoring plan can be found in section 3.5.1 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.

The actual project performance must be assessed against the projected outcomes of the sustainable development assessment, on an annual basis. Where quantitative measurements are required information on the relevant data to be collected should be noted in the table presented in Annex 3. 

If an EIA has been conducted, then the table needs to be extended to allow:

1) Assessment of the implementation and effectiveness of the identified mitigation measures.

2) Assessment of the implementation and effectiveness of the identified compensation measures.

3) Monitoring of the impacts.

Operational entities will verify that the monitoring methodology and plan have been implemented correctly and check the information in accordance with the provisions on verification.  This section shall provide a detailed description of the monitoring plan, including an identification of the data to be collected, its quality with regard to accuracy, comparability, completeness and validity, taking into consideration any guidance contained in the methodology, and archiving of the data collected. 

Please note that data monitored and required for verification and issuance are to be kept for two years after the end of the crediting period or the last issuance of VERs for this project activity, whatever occurs later.
For further information on monitoring, see section 3.5.1 of the Gold Standard Project Developer Manual. For more information on the Sustainable Development Assessment and EIA requirements, see sections 3.4.1 and 3.4.2.
D.1.
Name and reference of approved monitoring methodology applied to the project activity: 

>>

Please refer to the UNFCCC CDM and Gold Standard web site for the name and reference as well as details of approved methodologies. Any monitoring methodology needs to meet the Gold Standard requirements and this will be subject to validation.

If a national or international monitoring standard has to be applied to monitor certain aspects of the project activity, please identify this standard and provide a reference to the source where a detailed description of the standard can be found.

D.2.
Justification of the choice of the methodology and why it is applicable to the project activity: 

>>

Please justify the choice of methodology by showing that the proposed project activity and the context of the project activity meet the conditions under which the methodology is applicable.

D.2. 1.  OPTION 1: Monitoring of the emissions in the project scenario and the baseline scenario 
Data shall be archived for 2 years following the end of the crediting period. Please add rows to the table, as needed.


D.2.1.1.  Data to be collected in order to monitor emissions from the project activity, and how this data will be archived:
	ID number
(Please use numbers to ease cross-referencing to D.3)
	Data variable
	Source of data
	Data unit


	Measured (m), calculated (c) or estimated (e)


	Recording

frequency
	Proportion of data to be monitored
	How will the data be archived? (electronic/ paper)
	Comment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




D.2.1.2.  Data to be collected in order to monitor project performance on the most sensitive sustainable development indicators:

	Sustainable Development Indicator
	Data type
	Data variable
	Data unit
	Measured (m), calculated (c) or estimated (e)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




D.2.1.3.  Description of formulae used to estimate project emissions (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions units of CO2 equ.) 
>>

Formulae should be consistent with the formulae outlined in the description of the baseline methodology.


D.2.1.3.  Relevant data necessary for determining the baseline of anthropogenic emissions by sources of GHGs within the project boundary and how such data will be collected and archived :

	ID number
(Please use numbers to ease cross-referencing to table D.3)
	Data variable 
	Source of data 
	Data unit
	Measured (m), calculated (c),  estimated (e), 
	Recording

frequency
	Proportion of data to be monitored
	How will the data be archived? (electronic/ paper)
	Comment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




D.2.1.4.  Description of formulae used to estimate baseline emissions (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions units of CO2 equ.)
>>

Formulae should be consistent with the formulae outlined in the description of the baseline methodology.

D. 2.2.  OPTION 2:  Direct monitoring of emission reductions from the project activity (values should be consistent with those in section E).


D.2.2.1. Data to be collected in order to monitor emissions from the project activity, and how this data will be archived:
	ID number
(Please use numbers to ease cross-referencing to table D.3)
	Data variable 
	Source of data 
	Data unit
	Measured (m), calculated (c),  estimated (e), 
	Recording

frequency
	Proportion of data to be monitored
	How will the data be archived? (electronic/ paper)
	Comment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




D.2.2.2.  Description of formulae used to calculate project emissions (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions units of CO2 equ.):
>>

Formulae should be consistent with the formulae outlined in the description of the baseline methodology.

D.2.3.  Treatment of leakage in the monitoring plan 

Monitored data shall be archived for 2 years following the end of the crediting period. Please add rows to the table below, as needed.


D.2.3.1.  If applicable, please describe the data and information that will be collected in order to monitor leakage effects of the project activity
	ID number
(Please use numbers to ease cross-referencing to table D.3)
	Data variable


	Source of data 
	Data unit
	Measured (m), calculated (c) or estimated (e) 
	Recording 

frequency
	Proportion of data to be monitored
	How will the data be archived? (electronic/ paper)
	Comment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




D.2.3.2.  Description of formulae used to estimate leakage (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions units of CO2 equ.)
>>

Formulae should be consistent with the formulae outlined in the description of the baseline methodology.

D.2.4.  Description of formulae used to estimate emission reductions for the project activity (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions units of CO2 equ.)
>>

Formulae should be consistent with the formulae outlined in the description of the baseline methodology.
D.3. 
Quality control (QC) and quality assurance (QA) procedures are being undertaken for data monitored
	Data
(Indicate table and ID number e.g. 3.-1.; 3.2.)
	Uncertainty level of data (High/Medium/Low)
	Explain QA/QC procedures planned for these data, or why such procedures are not necessary.

	
	
	

	
	
	


Data items in tables contained in sections D.2.1 or D.2.2, as applicable.
D.4.
Please describe the operational and management structure that the project operator will implement in order to monitor emission reductions and any leakage effects, generated by the project activity

>>

D.5
Name of person/entity determining the monitoring methodology:

>>

Please provide contact information and indicate if the person/entity is also a project participant listed in Annex 1 of this document.

SECTION E. 
Estimation of GHG emissions by sources

Please fill section E. following the selected baseline and monitoring methodologies.
E.1.
Estimate of GHG emissions by sources: 

>>

Please provide estimated anthropogenic emissions by sources of greenhouse gases of the project activity within the project boundary (for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions in units of CO2 equivalent). Alternatively, provide directly estimated emission reductions due to the project activity.

E.2.
Estimated leakage: 

>>

Please provide estimate of any leakage, defined as: the net change of anthropogenic emissions by sources of greenhouse gases which occurs outside the project boundary, and that is measurable and attributable to the project activity. Estimates should be given for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions in units of CO2 equivalent.
E.3.
The sum of E.1 and E.2 representing the project activity emissions:

>>

E.4.
Estimated anthropogenic emissions by sources of greenhouse gases of the baseline:

>>

Estimates should be given for each gas, source, formulae/algorithm, emissions in units of CO2 equivalent.

E.5. 
Difference between E.4 and E.3 representing the emission reductions of the project activity:

>>

E.6. 
Table providing values obtained when applying formulae above:

>>

The ex post calculation of baseline emission rates may only be used if proper justification is provided. Notwithstanding, the baseline emission rates shall also be calculated ex-ante and reported in the GS-VER-PDD. The following table should be filled in.
	Year
	Estimation of project activity emission reductions (tonnes CO2 e)
	Estimation of baseline emission reduction (tonnes CO2 e)
	Estimation of leakage (tonnes CO2 e)
	Estimation of emission reductions (tonnes CO2 e)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	


SECTION F. 
Environmental impacts

F.1.
Documentation on the analysis of the environmental impacts, including transboundary impacts: 

>>

This section should describe how the Gold Standard requirements are met.

The project proponent needs to perform an EIA, if:

1) the host country legislation requires an EIA to be performed;

2) additional guidance from the GS requires an EIA to be performed.

These requirements are included in Section 3.4.2 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual for both small-/large-scale projects and micro-scale project. 
Please attach the documentation to the GS-VER-PDD.

F.2.
If environmental impacts are considered significant by the project participants or the host Party, please provide conclusions and all references to support documentation of an environmental impact assessment undertaken in accordance with the procedures as required by the host Party:
>>

SECTION G. 
Stakeholders’ comments

G.1.
Brief description how comments by local stakeholders have been invited and compiled:

>>

Please describe the process by which comments by local stakeholders have been invited and compiled. An invitation for comments by local stakeholders shall be made in an open and transparent manner, in a way that facilities comments to be received from local stakeholders and allows for a reasonable time for comments to be submitted. In this regard, project participants shall describe a project activity in a manner which allows the local stakeholders to understand the project activity.

The Gold Standard Public Consultation Process requires at least two public consultations for small- and large-scale projects and one round for micro-scale projects. The exact requirements for the Stakeholder consultation are included in Section 3.4.3 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.
G.2.
Summary of the comments received:

>>

Please identify stakeholders that have made comments and provide a summary of these comments.
G.3.
Report on how due account was taken of any comments received:

>>

Please explain how due account have been taken of comments received.
Annex 1

CONTACT INFORMATION ON PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROJECT ACTIVITY
Please copy and paste table as needed.
	Organization:
	

	Street/P.O.Box:
	

	Building:
	

	City:
	

	State/Region:
	

	Postfix/ZIP:
	

	Country:
	

	Telephone:
	

	FAX:
	

	E-Mail:
	

	URL:
	

	Represented by: 
	

	Title:
	

	Salutation:
	

	Last Name:
	

	Middle Name:
	

	First Name:
	

	Department:
	

	Mobile:
	

	Direct FAX:
	

	Direct tel:
	

	Personal E-Mail:
	


Annex 2

BASELINE INFORMATION

Please provide a table containing the key elements used to determine the baseline for the project activity including elements such as variables, parameters and data sources. For approved methodologies you may find a draft table on the UNFCCC CDM web site.

Annex 3

MONITORING PLAN

The actual project performance must be assessed against the projected outcomes of the sustainable development assessment as defined in section 3.5.1 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual, on an annual basis. Where quantitative measurements are required information on the relevant data to be collected should be noted in the table presented below. For those indictors where a qualitative assessment is to be made a narrative explanation should be provided.

If an EIA has been conducted, then the table needs to be extended to allow:

1) Assessment of the implementation and effectiveness of the identified mitigation measures.

2) Assessment of the implementation and effectiveness of the identified compensation measures.

3) Monitoring of the impacts.

The information requirements for the sustainable development indicators and Environmental Impact Assessment are fully detailed in section 3.4.1 of the Gold Standard VER Project Developer’s Manual.
- - - - -
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