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As a Gold Standard applicant or approved Validation/Verification Body (VVB), you are responsible for ensuring your staff members have
the capacity and competence to conduct Gold Standard audits and provide VVB services related to Gold Standard (section 7.5 of the VVB

Requirements)

Please use the following resources to ensure your staff are up to date on the key Gold Standard requirements, especially those that

differentiate Gold Standard for the Global Goals from other GHG standards.


https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/109-par-validation-verification-body-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/109-par-validation-verification-body-requirements/

Gold Standard Auditors Study Guide

MAIN DOCUMENTS

All auditors that need to demonstrate GS4GG competence, as a minimum, need to review the list of main documents below. Depending on

the type of projects in your portfolio and approval scope, there may be other specific requirements that you need to be familiar with.

Type of

Land Use and Forests
document

Energy and Waste

Webinars available

Applicability as of April 2023

Principles and Requirements

Principles and Safeqguarding Principles and Requirements

Requirements

Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement
Requirements

Programme of Activity Requirements

Gender Equality Requirements and Guidelines

Community Services
Activity Requirements

Renewable Energy
Activity Requirements

Activity
Requirements

Land Use and Forests
Activity Regquirements

Blue Carbon and
Freshwater Wetlands
Activity Requirements

Gold Standard

- What is Gold Standard for
the Global Goals

All projects - GS4GG Fundamentals
- Simplified Certification
Approaches
All projects
. Stakeholder Consultation and
All projects

Engagement
For programmes of activities only

All projects

Cookstove, safe water, household
biogas, etc. projects
Grid-connected renewable energy
projects

Forestry and agriculture projects,
soil organic carbon

Blue carbon and freshwater
wetlands activities projects

Climate Security and Sustainable Development


https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/training-support-webinars/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/100-principles-and-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/100-principles-and-requirements/
http://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/101-par-principles-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/103-par-safeguarding-principles-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/102-par-stakeholder-consultation-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/102-par-stakeholder-consultation-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/107-par-programme-of-activity-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/104-par-gender-equality-requirements-and-guidelines/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/200-activity-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/200-activity-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/201-ar-community-services-activity-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/201-ar-community-services-activity-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/202-ar-renewable-energy-activity-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/202-ar-renewable-energy-activity-requirements
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/203-ar-luf-activity-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/203-ar-luf-activity-requirements/
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalgoals.goldstandard.org%2F204-ar-bcfw-blue-carbon-and-freshwater-wetlands-activity-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cema.cima%40goldstandard.org%7C976bbfb64039481f9dd808dd3488a18a%7C3826243b534f4a459539117ad851e54a%7C0%7C0%7C638724483605738142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FCYlV64cM58UC%2B32GHkljw775Qq0RG7YM%2B400P%2Bt0IM%3D&reserved=0
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalgoals.goldstandard.org%2F204-ar-bcfw-blue-carbon-and-freshwater-wetlands-activity-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cema.cima%40goldstandard.org%7C976bbfb64039481f9dd808dd3488a18a%7C3826243b534f4a459539117ad851e54a%7C0%7C0%7C638724483605738142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FCYlV64cM58UC%2B32GHkljw775Qq0RG7YM%2B400P%2Bt0IM%3D&reserved=0
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalgoals.goldstandard.org%2F204-ar-bcfw-blue-carbon-and-freshwater-wetlands-activity-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cema.cima%40goldstandard.org%7C976bbfb64039481f9dd808dd3488a18a%7C3826243b534f4a459539117ad851e54a%7C0%7C0%7C638724483605738142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FCYlV64cM58UC%2B32GHkljw775Qq0RG7YM%2B400P%2Bt0IM%3D&reserved=0
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Type of S Webinars available
Energy and Waste Land Use and Forests Applicabilit
document 8y PP y as of November 2022
SDG Impact Tool All projects SDG Impact Tools
The list of Gold Standard-specific impact Including tools and templates - Soil Organic Carbon
methodologies Framework
Impact - Tutorial on methodology to

Quantification

Methodologies estimate and verify ADALYs

from cleaner household air

The list of eligible CDM methodologies Including associated tools (on the
CDM website)
Product GHG Emissions Reductions & Sequestration All projects
Requirements Product Requirements
Project Design Document All projects, to be used by PDs.

Correct use validated by the VVB.

Stakeholder Consultation Report

Monitoring Report

Templates
Transition Request Forms For projects transitioning from CDM
or other standards to Gold Standard
PoA Design Document, For Programmes of Activities, to be
VPA Design Document used by CMEs.
Correct use validated by the VVB.
COVID-19 interim measures For projects that deviated from the
Other certification process due to COVID
restrictions
Validation and Verification Standard Auditing and reporting requirements

for all projects
VVB Documents

Site Visit and Remote For stand-alone projects
Audit Requirements

Gold Standard Climate Security and Sustainable Development


https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/training-support-webinars/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/400-sdg-impact-quantification/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/400-sdg-impact-quantification/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/400-sdg-impact-quantification/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/430-iq-sdg-impact-tool
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/400-sdg-impact-quantification
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/400-sdg-impact-quantification
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/427-list-of-eligible-cdm-gs-methodologies
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/500-product-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/500-product-requirements/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/501-pr-ghg-emissions-reductions-sequestration
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/501-pr-ghg-emissions-reductions-sequestration
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/templates/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-design-document/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-stakeholder-consultation-report/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-perfcert-monitoring-report/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-transition-cdm-and-other-standard-to-gs4gg-form/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-poa-design-document/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-vpa-design-document/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/ru-2022-covid-19-interim-measures-update/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/vvb-documents/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/113-par-validation-and-verification-standard/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/112_par_site-visit-and-remote-audit-requirements-and-procedures/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/112_par_site-visit-and-remote-audit-requirements-and-procedures/
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Audit Techniques For stand-alone projects
Template

MANDATORY EXAMINATION

It is the responsibility of the VVB to ensure that all relevant staff members pass the Gold Standard for the Global Goals exam.

INFORMATIVE NEWLSETTERS

Please sign up for the Gold Standard newsletters.

This is the best way to keep up to date with the latest news, including dates for live training sessions, rule updates and clarifications.

FURTHER RESOURCES

The Gold Standard for the Global Goals landing page provides the latest technical updates in anti-chronological order.

Please regularly check the Rule Updates and Rule Clarification sections.

Gold Standard Climate Security and Sustainable Development


https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-vvb_audit-techniques/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-vvb_audit-techniques/
https://www.goldstandard.org/take-action/sign-up-news
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/#latest-technik-update
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/rule-updates/
https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/rule-clarifications/
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