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1| General Guidelines 

ϩ.ϩ | Applicability 

1.1.1 | This form is to be completed for projects (project activities/PoAs/VPAs) 
seeking deviation or is/are at a risk of deviating from any applicable 
requirements, GS4GG-specific requirements listed in the applicable  
Methodologies or any other deviations occurring in any of the various 
aspects of the project.  

1.1.2 | Refer to the latest version of Deviation Request Requirements and 
Procedures for detailed information on the procedures and requirements. 

1.1.3 | This form can be used in the following instances i.e.,  

a. Deviation from GS4GG requirements and/or applicable methodologies 
prior to submission for certification with GS4GG. 

b. Temporary changes to a certified project - which include changes 
from the registered monitoring plan, the applied methodologies or 
other standard documents - that are expected not to occur beyond a 
given monitoring period. 

1.1.4 | For any permanent changes to a design certified project, the requirements 
set in Design Change Approval Requirements and Procedures shall be 
followed.  

2| Submission of deviation form 

2.1.1 | This form shall be submitted in Microsoft Word (.doc) format to Gold 
Standard at deviations@goldstandard.org 

2.1.2 | Forms with incomplete/inaccurate information shall not be considered for 
review and shall be returned to the applicant. 

3| Implementation of deviation decision  

3.1.1 | The decision prescribed in this form shall be considered by the entity 
applying for deviation for further course of action.  
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4| Decision summary  

To be completed by Gold Standard  

Ϭ.ϩ | General information 

Ϭ.Ϫ | Decision 

4.2.1 | Decision Summary 

This deviation request is not approved. 

Use of Tool 30 for New submissions after 30 June 2025: This approach is not 

approved. As per “RULE UPDATE - fNRB application for GS4GG certification” section 

2.2, “After June 30, 2025, project developers shall use one of the eligible methods 

listed below to estimate fNRB values for any design certification, crediting period 

renewal, or VPA inclusion requests” and “For design certification or renewal of 

crediting periods (including standalone activities, PoAs, real or regular case VPAs, 

VPA/CPAs, or inclusion of regular case VPAs), CDM Tool 30 validity ends on June 30, 

2025”. Based on this rule update, and the date of submission of your regular case 

VPAs, the use of TOOL 30 will not be allowed for design certification. 

Regular VPA crediting period start date: The start date of the crediting period 

shall follow the PoA requirements that states in para 5.4 and 6.3 “Unless otherwise 

stated in a specific Methodology or Product Requirements, the crediting period start 

date of real case VPA is either the VPA Start Date or two years prior to the date of 

Design Certification or Inclusion Date – whichever is later.” PD shall ensure the 

crediting period start date of the regular VPAs are aligned with this requirement. 

 

4.2.2 | Directions for the project developer/CME, if applicable 

N/A - see above decision 

 

4.2.3 | Directions for the Validation and Verification Body (VVB), if applicable 

VVB shall validate the compliance of the decision above and provide their opinion at 
the time of design review. 

 

4.2.4 | Directions for the Gold Standard, if applicable 

DEVIATION REFERENCE NUMBER DEVRQ-194 

Date of decision 19/09/2025 

Decision ☐ Approved [No precondition to apply the deviation decision] 

☐ Conditionally approved [Decision is subject to compliance with the 
precondition defined below] 

x Not approved [reason for rejection is provided in decision summary] 
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N/A 

Ϭ.ϫ | Applicability to other activities 

Is this decision applicable to other projects under similar circumstances?1 ☐  Yes 
☒  No 

Does this decision set a precedent for future projects with similar 
circumstances?2  

☐  Yes 
☒  No 

Precedent details (if applicable to other activities) 

  

 

1 If this is marked yes, this means that any other project (PoA/VPA/PA) in similar situation may apply the decision 
of this deviation to their project as well. The project developer/VVB may quote this deviation decision in the 
relevant certification documents. This is relevant to only the projects which have already entered the certification 
cycle with GS4GG.  
2 If this is marked yes, it means the decision is valid to all the future projects which will enter the certification cycle 
with the similar situation. This is relevant to all the projects which are not yet design certified with GS4GG or have 
not submitted their documents for preliminary review yet.  
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5| Deviation Request Details 

To be completed by the entity requesting deviation - (Project 
Developer/Coordinating and Managing Entity and/or VVB) 

ϭ.ϩ | Submitted by 

☐ Project developer 
☒ CME 

☐ VVB 

☐ Other (specify…) 

ϭ.Ϫ | Details of the entity and its representative submitting the form 

Item  Information  

Name3 :  Sally Burns  

Email ID4 : sally@environmental.markets 

Organisation:5: Conservation Carbon Malawi 

Are you an authorized project 
participant as per the cover 
letter submitted for this 
activity? 

☒ Yes  

☐ No 

ϭ.ϫ | Background information 

Type ☐ Project activity ☒ PoA GSXXXX ☒ VPA 

GS ID GSXXXX 

GSXXXX 

GS 12151 

GS XXXX 

GS 12208 

GS XXXX 

Host country(ies) Malawi 

Project Title High Impact Cookstoves in Malawi by Ripple Africa (PoA) 

Registry link https://registry.goldstandard.org/projects/details/4645  

Scale ☐ Microscale (GS) 

☒ Small scale 

☐ Large scale 

☐ Other, if applicable please specify below 

Insert text here 

Certification Status 
and corresponding 

☐ Listed ☒ Certified 
design  

☐ Certified 
project 

☐ Other 

If other, 
specify here 

 

3 Name of the individual representing the entity requesting the deviation 
4 Email ID for further correspondence related to the deviation request 
5 The name of the entity requesting the deviation 
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date of latest 
status  

30/06/2025 dd/mm/yyyy dd/mm/yyyy dd/mm/yyyy 

Applied version of 
Standard 

☒ GS4GG 

☐ Previous version of 
Gold Standard 

Version no.  

☐ 1.0 ☐ 1.1 ☐ 1.2 ☐ 2.2 

Transition date, if 
applicable 

From previous GS version to GS4GG  dd/mm/yyyy 

From another standard to GS4GG dd/mm/yyyy 

Name of another standard ☐ CDM 

☐ Other  

Name of the Standard – Insert text 
here 

Applicable activity 
requirement 

☐ Renewable Energy Activity Requirements  

☒ Community Services Activity Requirements  

☐ Land-use and Forests Activity Requirements 

☐ Other 

Insert name here 

ϭ.Ϭ | Project deviation history  

Is there any deviation request(s) for the same project activity/PoA/VPA(s) that 
was submitted to GS previously? If yes, below information.  

☐ Yes  
☒ No 

Reference number Insert Text here 

Status of the deviation ☐ Approved ☐ Rejected ☐ Under review 

Were there any findings (CL, CAR, FAR) 
raised during any certification step 
(preliminary review, design and/or 
performance review etc.) that are 
relevant to this deviation request? 

☐ Yes      ☐ No 

Summary of the findings 
Summary of the CL, CAR, FAR not more than 200 
words. Include reference to document, page number 
 

6| Deviation detail  

To be completed by the entity requesting deviation (Project Developer/Coordinating 
and Managing Entity and/or VVB)  

Ϯ.ϩ | Standard document reference 

Standard 
document 
reference 

Title  fNRB APPLICATION FOR GS4GG CERTIFICATION 

Version  Version 1.0 

Paragraph  Para 1.2.1 

Ϯ.Ϫ | Description of the deviation 

Title - Use of Tool 30 for the Regular VPAs in line with the Design Certified real 

case VPA. 
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- Use the crediting period of the Design Certified real case VPA from 

17/12/2022 onwards for the Regular VPAs. 

Confirm the nature of 

changes related to 

deviation 

☒ Temporary  

(e.g. not expected to occur beyond one monitoring 

period)  

☐ Permanent  

(e.g. deviation from 

requirements prior to 

submission for 

certification) 

For the period prior to the rule being implemented until 30/06/2025. 

Relevant monitoring 

period, if applicable  

Start date  17/12/2022  

End date 30/06/2025 

Summarise the 

changes 

 

Allowing the use of fNRB Tool (Tool 30) for 6 Regular VPAs: 

The Design Certified real case VPA uses Tool 30. We are requesting that the 6 

Regular VPAs to be included use Tool 30 to calculate emission reductions for the 

monitoring period 17/12/2022 to 30/06/2025. The Regular VPAs could not be 

submitted before the 30/06/2025 Tool 30 deadline, as their submission was 

contingent upon the Real Case VPA (GS12208)  

receiving its Design Certification status. Despite prior expectations  

and communication with Gold Standard, the confirmation of Design Certification  

for GS12208 was only received on 30/06/2025 which was also the final day  

for inclusion, leaving insufficient time to submit the Regular VPAs.  

 

Aligning the crediting period start date of 6 Regular VPAs with  

the registered real case VPA: 

In addition, the overall delays experienced have also resulted in the  

6 regular VPAs being eligible for submission much later than initially anticipated. 

We therefore request  

 that the crediting period of the Regular VPAs align with the Design Certified real  

case VPA from 2022 (17/12/2022) onwards, as the stoves covered under these 

Regular VPAs were also distributed and operational during 2022. This ensures 

that emission reductions generated since the start of stove distribution are 

appropriately credited, avoiding gloss of legitimate carbon revenue for activities 

already implemented on the ground.  

Reason for deviation There are two reasons for Tool 30 to be applied to the Regular VPAs: 

- The rules in the Programme of Activity Requirements and Procedures v 3.0. 

- Delays by Gold Standard that were not in the control of the Project Developer 

that occurred at crucial dates resulting in the Project Developer not being able to 

meet recently imposed deadlines on the inclusion of Regular VPAs for the use of 

Tool 30.  
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Reason to allow the crediting period of the Regular VPAs from year 2022 onwards 

- The delays have also resulted in the Regular VPAs being eligible for 

submission much later than expected resulting in lost crediting period. . 

Aligning their crediting period with the Real Case VPA (from 17/12/2022 

onwards) ensures that emission reductions generated from stove 

distributions carried out in 2022 are fully credited, maintaining financial 

viability of these already operational activities. 

 

Please see definition of Regular VPA below from page 6 of the Programme of 

Activity Requirements and Procedures v 3.0. As per the definition, the Regular 

VPAs needs to follow the real case VPA. Hence the Regular VPAs needs to follow 

the same method of fNRB calculations as prescribed by real case VPA. 

 

Please also see para 6.9 from PoA Requirements, v 3.0, which clearly states that 

Regular VPAs to follow the modalities defined by the real case VPA. 

 

As per para 8.1, Preliminary review is not required for Regular VPAs: 
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CME has chosen pathway 3 “Combined inclusion and issuance of real case and 

Regular VPAs” to include the Regular VPAs under GS 12208 as per para 8.4, 

which clearly states that it is applicable to all the implemented VPAs:  
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We were unable to submit the Regular VPAs before the 30/06/2025  

deadline because the real case VPA (GS12208) did not receive official  

confirmation of design certification until 30/06/2025. As Regular VPAs must  

be included only after the real case is Design Certified, this left no time  

for compliant submission, despite our readiness and prior efforts. The delay in  

the certification notification was beyond our control and was caused by delays  

on the part of Gold Standard and SustainCERT review teams. While each 

individual delay may have appeared manageable, their cumulative impact 

resulted in many months of delay.  

 

For example, please see below emails with Gold Standard during June and July  

with correspondence re the delays in receiving the response to Round 3. It can  

be seen in the emails that Gold Standard stated a date of 27/06/2025 to send  

the response. This would have been enough time to submit the Regular VPAs  

prior to the 30/06/2025 deadline, but the response was not received  

until 30/06/2025. This was 3 days after the stated date, also corresponding  

with the deadline. It is important to note that this is only the latest instance in 

and extended sequence of delays. Notably, the significant delays experienced 

earlier under SustainCERT, prior to Gold Standard assuming responsibility, have 

not been detailed here, though they materially contributed to the cumulative 

delays.  

 

 It is also important to note that we did not receive a response to our  

follow-up email sent to Gold Standard team on 10 July, which sought  

clarification regarding the delays in receiving the real case VPA's  
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design certification. Unfortunately, our queries were not addressed, which  

has further prolonged the process and compounded the delay in submitting  

the Regular VPAs within the stipulated deadline.  
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Please also refer to the email correspondence included below, which outlines  

the delays encountered during the transition from the SustainCERT platform to  

the new Assurance Platform. These system-level disruptions contributed  

to significant communication and processing delays, which directly impacted  

the timely completion of the Design Review for the real case VPA (GS12208): 
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Please also refer to many emails sent to help@goldstandard.org during the period 

before the transition away from SustainCERT outlining significant delays caused 

by SustainCERT during the Validation and Desing Certification.  

 

A change in fNRB value from 83% (as per Tool 30) to the new default of 48% 

would result in a significant reduction of emission reductions across the 6 Regular 

VPAs. This would adversely affect the financial viability of these activities, which 

are already operational on the ground and depend on carbon revenues for 

continued implementation. 

Proposed resolution - We propose that the 6 Regular VPAs be allowed to apply Tool 30 for the 

monitoring period from 17/12/2022 to 30/06/2025, consistent with the 

real case VPA (GS12208).  

- We propose that the crediting period of the 6 Regular VPAs align with the 

real case VPA from 17/12/2022 to 30/06/2025. 

This solution does not contravene any related requirements and the accuracy, 

completeness and conservativeness is ensured. 

Is there any potential 

temporary or 

permanent impact of 

deviation on other 

aspects of the project? 

Select the relevant area: 

☐ Project design 

☐ Local stakeholder consultation  

☐ Safeguarding principles  

☐ SDG assessment 

☐ Regulatory compliance  

☐ Additionality 

☐ Applicability of methodology 

☒ Annual emission reduction volume (if yes, fill the table below) 

 

The difference in ERs for the monitoring period 17/12/2022 to 30/06/2025 for the 

6 Regular VPA is shown below: 

Annual emission 

reduction/removal before applying 

deviation 

Annual emission reduction/ 

removal after applying deviation 

581,344 tCO2e (at 48% default 

fNRB) 

941,810 tCO2e (at 83% fNRB 

using tool 30)  

☐ any other matrix, please specify… 

Summary of the 

impact 

This deviation does not affect the methodological integrity or accuracy of  

the emission reduction calculations, as the six Regular VPAs were  

implemented under the same baseline conditions, technological specifications  

and geographical boundary as the real case VPA (GS12208).  
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Insert text here 

Ϯ.ϫ | VVB information  

Is a VVB opinion on the deviation request 
required? 
VVB opinion shall be included, where 
required by the requirements under 
Deviations Request Requirements and 
Procedures or request is submitted by the 
VVB. 

Yes ☐ No ☒ 
If answer is yes, fill the information in section 
6.4 below.  

Ϯ.Ϭ | VVB’s assessment  

The below information is to be completed by VVB, if applicable. 

VVB’s assessment of 

deviation request 

Please confirm the nature of deviation. 

VVB’s assessment of impact 

of deviation request 

 

VVB recommendation  

VVB details VVB name:  

Auditor name(s):  

Email (s):  

 

Ϯ.ϭ | Documents: 

6.5.1 | List of documents provided (note that once a decision has been made by 
Gold Standard, this deviation form will be made public on the Gold Standard 
website. Kindly refrain from including any confidential information in the 
form.) 

Document 1.  

Document 2. 

Document n. 
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DOCUMENT HISTORY 

VERSION 
NUMBER 

RELEASE DATE DESCRIPTION 

6.0 12.11.2024 Editorial and structural changes to the template 

5.0 11.04.2022 Additional information added: 

- date of listing, design certification, transition  
- standard version 
- specific reference to a requirement deviated from  
- any previous deviations/design changes approved 
- Guidance on VVB opinion 

4.0 14.01.2021 Editorial changes 

3.0 16.07.2020 Editorial changes 

2.0 03.05.2018 Editorial changes 

1.0 01.07.2017 Initial adoption 
 


